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Enclosed i a form which will give you some Tack-
ground information and some wartinme expsriences that

you may or meynot find useful for your baook.

S Fobert D. Bailey Army ID 27777044

Date you entered the military;_ October 24, 1gib

August 4, 1946

[¥ate you were discharged from the military:

Age you entered service: g

Branch of Service: Army

Rank: T=5 ({(Techniclan fifth grade)

What were your duties or area of expertise?__ Basic Training Infantry 3 months

Cléerk Typiak monithe
Rifleman, Combat Team months
Medals and/or commendations: See Enclosure

Where did you serve? Basic Tralning For+t Mefellan , Alm.

European Theater France
Gernany
Ausiriae

Italy
Fourth Army Headquarters Fort sam Houston,
leXxas

C'ontinued onto the back

1



Medals ard /or commendatisns;

1. Zeombat Infantry Bad
£ W wreath

%. Brongs Star Medal

. furopean - African - Kiddle Kast i

¥edal w/1 Bronze Dattle Star err Ganpalen

4, American Campaign Medal
g. Eorld War II Victory Medal

. rmy of Occupation Medal w/ierman
i Good Conduct Medal ‘ -
8, Markeman Dadge
9. Honorable Service Lapel Button

Bnclosure #1

I ¥ividly remember my first nighy in combat, I do
not remember the name of the small towns that we were
secupying, but we were close enough to the front lines
that we ecould hear and see aerial flares and emall arms
firing. It was extremely dark, with poor visual sight.
My partner ard I were asslgned a guard postl on the odut-
side perimatar of the tawn, ar the night progressed we
could hear these gtrange noisesg--szoundsd like someone
etrangling a 1ittle baty--a most disturbing sound, Our
imagination got the best of us. and we became petrified
every time we heard this screeching - ageonizing sound,
To make matters worse, we soon realized we had gone on
guard duty, in the darkess part of the night without any
ammuni tion for cur rifles. It was near morning and sun-
rige when we discovered we were puarding an old church
srd the weird sounde were o pair of nesting storks, who
adopted the church for their nest on top of the roof the
church., To this day, I do not krow who wae mare fright-
ened, twa 18 year old CGi's or a pair of large storks.




Enclosure # 2

Arother unique axperience I had was witiin the city
of Haguenau., Here agaln I am not sure this was Haguenau,
because I was not familiar with the many small cormunl Livs
arnd towns, but we had entered the town with columns of
troops on both sides of the narrow sireet, it appeared
to be a rural or farm community., Suddenly we were being
fired™y a hidden sniper. I tock refuge behind a pile
of wood! and remained there until we reeceived corders to
advance again, Ao I started walking again & fellow Gl
told me I was >leeding through my right hand glove,upon
exanination, it was discovered that a small piece of matal
(l1ike two squares fron a hand grenade) had hit my glove
gtriking a new Cameo ring that my sister had given me for
high school graguation gift. The ring in turn cul mny
finger, which raused the bleeding. 1 still have the
piece of metal and nad the ring repaired. I still don't
know where or when I cut my finger , or where the dark
greer miece of metal came from.

Enclosure # 3

As the 411th Regiment of the 103rd Inlfantry Cumbat
team wap walklng down a rural road near the Hagenau
Forest area they were receiving some heavy resistance
from the Cerman Army Our Company L was given the task
of geing 1o sur right flank and clear the heavily wooded
area where the opposion had set up bunkere and foxheles,
We scon became the targets for the Lerman Army. It's
a good thing that they were poor shots because thez
missed thelr targets dbadly. and soon the FPlghting 411th
had takem contrel of the entire area, only to find out
their cppogition waz a large group of young boysabout
12-16 years of age,
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Enclosure # 4

I was a scout for the 411th Combat team , First
Platoon, Company "L", 103rd Infantry Division, and on
27 April 1945 our task was to secure the Dam and Power-
house and then proceed into the town of Landsberg and
take control of the city. However, something went wrong
and we became disoriented. It was dark when we entered
the powerhouse tunnel and we came under fire from civiiian
workers who were operating the electrical instrurénts
in the dam., When we left the Dam, we must have turned
the wrong direction, because after walking most of the
night we realized we had walked on to a peninsula or
point on the Lech River. Our only exit was a narrow
suspenion bridge. We were trapped from any forward move-
ment. Every time we made a move we were immediatly under
attack from a machine gun and small arms fire from the
high bluffs or hills adjaceént to the river. We had lost
contact with the rest of Company "L". Our only escape
was the suspension bridge. I discarded all my personal
items such as, my backpack, blankets, gas mask, and some
personal items, and safely ran across the bridge. Very
early in the morning we were abvle to proceed into town,
where we were asked to escort hundred's of Hungarian
troops who wanted to surrender to our troops. We proceeded
through the city of Landesburg to the location of six
concentration camps where victims of the Super Race had
died by the thousands, victims of starvation and ex-
posure. The camp was littered with the bodies of Jews,
Poles, Russians, French, and Germans. Many of the vic-
tims were still alive, they appeared to be living Zom-
bies, weighing 50 - 60 pounds. Just skin and bones.
Living conditions were intolerable. The Landsburg Prison
Camp was also the site where Adolf Hitler organized "The
New Order" and wrote his book "Mein Kampf". The camp
contained many devices for killing people like gas
chambers, crematoriams, open graves, and torture chambers.




camp

Bricloaure #3

The 411th Regiment of the ledrd Infantry bivision
was given the task of clearing the area between Innsbrucx
and Brenner Pace =d gocn as poesibla. We were to secure
the paes and establish contact with the Fifth Army which
was approaching the Fass from the south frcm Lialy., un
the 3rd of liayl@hs the L1lth Combat Team maved by mntor
vehicles through freesing weather and falling snow through
the ngrrow Alpine roads for the Italisn border. The 41lth
seized the 3renner Fass at 6157 or Way 4. 1945 without
agppoesition. The 175 motor vehicle motorgade travelled
the entire route with all hemdlightes on high beam. The
histariec mesting of the #11th Regiment of the 1C3rd
Division and the United States B88th Division tock place
about B milee south of Brenncr Psee., biajor Genera.
Adnthony McAuliffe and Golonel Uonovan Yeuell, who were
officers in charge of the 411th participated in thls waet-
ing. T had +he privilege of riding in & Army Hslf-tracix
to a peint a shert distance from the mesting place of
10jrd Infantry, she Mlith Combat Team and the 8&6th In=
fantry Division of the United States Fifth Army.

Enclosure #6

Luring the month of Jure 1945, I wus transferred
from the 103rd Infantry Divislon to the 45th Infantry
Division. The 45th hai just liderated Dachau Frison camp
on April 20, 1945, Gachau was Hitlers first concentration
which opened on Karch 22, 1933. It was called Hitlers
school of Murder because it was the prototype for all af
his connentration ecamps. I arrived there aprroximately
thirty days after it was liorated. I served in tre Army
of Occupation at Dachau and Munigh which was about five
mileg from the camp.

At the time Dashaw waniliberated, the troops of the
b5th Divislon found Forty Ireight cars containing two
thousand corpes parked on a railway siding, There were
thousands more bodies stacked like cordwood near the pre-
natoriume. Hundreds mcre of starving survivers struggled
sut of fifthy barracks to greet the Americans., Dodles
and body parts were scattersd throughout the camp. When
[ arrived there in June you could stlll see evidence of
torture and death in the gas chambers, crematoriums, and
torture chambers.




——OAginal Message- -

Cne cay, a Soldier, a Sailer, a Maring, an Airman and a Coast
Guardsman get in:o a figh: about which branch of the sorvico was
best.. The fight became so heated that they killed each other.

Soon, they found themselves in Heaven. Tney saw St Peter walk by and
asked him, Which branch ot genaca 15 the besl”

5t Peter replied, "l can® asswer that, but | wil ask the Lord what
Ha thinks the naxt time | sae Him "

Sometine later, the e see 51 Puter againe g asked Lan i be was
able to find the answer to their question. Suddenly, a dove landed on
St Peters shoulder. The dove was carrying a notein it’s beak. St
Peter opaied the note and read it cut loud tc the five servicemen:

"A1l the ranches of tha Service are Hanorable and Nohie Each ona of
you has served your counry well. Be proud of that”
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U 5. Army Relired




