324 South Park Circle
Golden, Cclorado 80401
{303} 526-7330 (H)
{303) 969-2381 (W)
andy_beck @ nps.gowv

10 May 1899
Dear Liuke Martin,

| enjoyed s2eing your loose leal book of 103d Division short staries at the 103d reunion
in Chicage. | would like to purchase a copy of your boox. 103d Division history is a
passion of mine.

¥ly father was Bemard Beck, the 3rd C.O. of the 103rd Signal Company. During the past
several years | worked with Bil Barclay en his book, REMEMBRANCES, which iz a
nistory of the 103rd Signal Company, now aut of print. My coniributions 1o Bill's book
were lelters and photographs. | sifted through over 3000 pages of letters. Most of these
were wiitten by my tather, 10 my mother, duwing the war. | also have several hundred
tamily photos from the time pericd, some of which pertain 1o the 103id Signal Company.

Currently, | am working on the second, expanded edition of the Signal Company boak.
This sezond book wili use Bills work as a core and include most ol the ofal history. It
wil expand greatly on organization, psrsonal squipmant, uniforms, wvehicles,
commuiication equipment, iraining, maneauvers, occupation and demobilization. | expect
the boox to cantain 150-200 photographs. Photos willinclude personal snapshots as well
as official photos of the radios, basic components, vehicles, tools and equipment
nacessary to run a Signal Company. In other words, the second book won't have guite
the cha'm and petsanal warmth of Bilf's book, bul it will thoroughly document exactly what
made a World War Il Signal Company tick. Even the casual reader will be able to see
wital tte suldiers wore, whal equipment they used and how they ware housed. In
addition, photos and written records will reveal the types of vehicles used and how they
wer2 marked as well as all the electronic gear that filled those vehicles.  §o far, | have
about £50 photographs in four velumes!

While growing up in the 50's & 60’s | heard many stories of the "Fighting 103rd". My
lather lways spcke about the 103rd with pride and reverence. He seemed to feal that
ihe men of the 103rd were supericr to other soldiers. | have missed those stories since
my dac died of a smoking-related heart attack on 10 January 1985,

When my mother decided to mova out of the house that the family had lived in for 33
years, | made a concerted effort to retrieve and save everything military that the family
had stered away. Three generations of military service beginning with my grandfather in
1917 can amount o quite a lot of "stuff*! Today | have two rooms in my house devoted
to the fam ly archive and miitary history.




Since doing my father's birthday present, described in the atached article, Like Father
Like Son, ¢ "caughl (he bug® and have cokected three Ford GPYW's, whiich are Ford's
version of the World War |l army jeep, and an American Bantam jeep trailor ag well ag
dozans of uniforms from the 103id, American Red Cross and other units. | have saved
my dad's trunk which is filled with many of his personal items from Warld War |l as well
as hisuni‘orms, papers and cther memorabilia. | am always fooking for more 103:d stuff.
Mary a single antique shop o militaria show goas by without my ayes looking for 103cd
paraphernalia.

i you have photoa ol my lather or ather 103d Signal Company men, | am interested in
them as well. | have all the professional eguipment to copy cld photas at a tiny fraction

of what a prolessional lab will chargs. | will be happy to cover all the costs of insured,
traceable shipping, both ways.

In addition, | &m trying to track down Robert Sheldon, my father's driver. By any chance
da you know his whereabouts? Of course. any 103rd documents are of interest.

| have enclosed a couple of articles about my work restoring 103d Signal Company jeaps.
Emjoy! | lock forward to hearing from you.,

Sincerely,

——4{»; Sfex ﬁgt

Andy Beck




L/ MAGATINE FOR €27 U-B ENTHUSIASTS ||
ALY EE I

Vol. 24, No. 4 ¥ July/August 1987




g
5
g

§

0D *23pry 12y M

§o3g Apuy

‘12190015 —

"UOREIIPIP TU PUE J240) [NJ1INE] Y3 JOf UTede syuEYy [

* K105 J3q10UE ST 3EY3 INq ‘687 S WO SI[TW 00O CEE
Yarm 23inbg £nuno) ¢9, Aw skeme st 25941 usya ing ,'g-A
® 2YEW JO-110s s1n0j peayie(y om1 a3,y asnl, s, M40
om1 Aw yred [ g1 38y ano 3utod 01 yomb skemre st zespy
1NOT 'SPIOJ P[0 3[qEAO[ 3593 $2101531 OYM JIqUIIW qn|D)
A0[[3} In0K UBY) 13410 U0U ST [93ym Fu11a3ls Y1 puryaq
UEW Jwospuey ay3 1ey1 1no yutod 3snw [ *Afjeury "parund
1ok se pIom U0 10U ‘spiom reredas omd 3Fpry 1BIYA ST
awey £11> 100 €Y1 10 3utod 01 yrnb 1€ s[ed0] M ‘os|Y

.1, 9582 J9moj 23
Yy 33doxd A[uo st A[jedag anq ‘[ op se , 'daal,, px p po3jq
“EI3UIA Y1 3 sy[0F 150w A[[eInIEN ‘[[ e PO 121
N0 Jwed Yarym uonesodio)) dadf 3y Jo yIeWwIpess pasais
-Faraqiorapram [, rearded aqa yarm daa(a11a am uay
'da3( 100 ‘MdD [dpow pIog [[E 25e sy AW, d3f,
piom 243 1noqe Juryiawos Aes pinoys | UORIPPE U]
(ipeasp ‘yo) '1red uerpian auo se
[ se odoyd a3 ur 3[qusta sased aerura-Tep UEIOY [E1243s
21 25943 19¥) U] ‘woneioisas Juipiedas 13a553d-1j0q 124
10U 111 18Y3 JIWPE PUE 153U0Y 3q 01 P3[[2dwod we | ‘os[y
“JIAUS(T UT 313Y P[3Y 2 [[IA UOIIUDAUOD DDA [EUOHIEU
-121U1 3Y3 USYM G8GT UTIST DDAW 38yl ula 03 adoy | ‘s3>
-1yoA Arearjru-uou asurede padpn( Suraq spiym moys e ur
2¢d 15313 £ UM 01 A10ISIY OPEIO[OD) UT IIYaA Arearpru asury
243 2W033q pIp 31 9861 UT ‘19A3m0Y 23e[d 3s11] DDA UE
Uos 13430 sBY 11 MO Aw jo proid £12a we | ySnoyay
"OLI-g Y3 Yam moys Jre Y3 Joj
Apea110u sem 1 ‘se[e ‘ing daaf 53030211 pja1g sso1) pay
UBIIWY UE SB PINIBW ST MdO £H6T AW “SpGI Jo Sunids
2431 10§ SFUTYIEW STY PAGIIISIP PEP AW MOY ST STYI ISEI] Iy
Auedwo) eudis uoisialq An3uryul pIgor 2y Jo 1opuEw
-wo)) duedwo) Y3 jo are sGuryrew s pue ¢p, Aw e
Jay1es M\dO PIoJ Sp6T Auwr st parniord Jparya sy ‘suon
-321103  3utod Ju1y,, M3] ¥ 1950 [ PIPUSJJO 2q SOPEUOIIJE
MdD Aue 1577 g 33ed vo 1und 01 kem 119y1 punoy Aoy
awn 23 A4q uone|suen Ut paduew 21om S[re1ap M3y € AJ[Edr
-dyun 0N sam1] 8,4 3o ansst Iawuins ay1 uo M\ o) Aw jo
010yd su1y 5,ze1)y nOT pury 01 parySiap sem [ 3103 JO
‘Joupg 1e3q

SUOND31I0) IUIOJ dULy,,

‘paz1udodas wop|as Inq paseraidde are suonnqILd
1Y ‘qn[D 8-A pIog A[3eq 3y 01 Suo[aq osfe oym asoya
01 Areradsa pue ‘[e1auad ur sapIYRA ATRdjTW JO S12UMO
3y1 03 2InqIN € ST (eI noT 4q 10Ys) ‘U1 140D STy

'%3J & 23mb 01 syunoure 11 z-x\ A\ UT S9[O1Y2A
Areapiw ay3 o Aurw I[Ing "0 JOIOW PIOJ SE PUE ‘spIog
3q 03 uaddey sapryaa J1aY3 J1 ‘quyD 8-A pIog A[reg ay1 o1
8uojaq osre DDA Y3 Jo s1aquiaw Auepy ‘synq Arearjiw jo
uonezIuedio UMOUY [[aM € ‘qn[D 5,J0123[[0D) PIY3A AIE)
-ITNL YL, UT J2UUT X\ 29e[d 3537 51 daaf oy ] uswydeia(]
§5010) P3Y € 3U2521d31 01 PayJEW ST PUE 3[0q PUE INU 1SE] 541
031 UMOP JIIUYINE ST ] "¢pGT UT £70108] 33 pasedap pue
[Inq pIoy ST 3] '0PEIO[0D) ‘FPIIIEAY K\ WOy 3d3g Apuy 13q
-waw qn[D) 8-A 4q P2101Sa1 PUE PIUMO ST 2UO STYT , AI0ISTH
3urary,, 1no jo 2u23s oY1 ur red 1uesodwr ue pake(d osfe
yrym , daaf;, aya s1(2101523 03 19dEIYD PUE JIISES 10] J[OyM B
pue) serndod se asnf inq ‘£1-g 243 UBYI I[ES IA[EWS € UQ)
‘sawn
Juidn asoys unmp Aunssp o padeys seqa A1durgoew
Y3 PUE SIUIAD 241 UJ 1SAIIUT [EIIUI]I JO [EIUDWNUIS
¥ 31EQ OYA ‘J3E[ SWE 1EYD 350Y1 JO Jem Y3 Ul sauedron
-yed [enioe 194212 ‘s3940 AW 25€ 21943 ‘UaN0810§ 153 drE
SIY3 SE SIUDIS YINS [33] AeW Oy 3503 2TE 1943 A1y A\
JIAL
343 03 1x2u 1ey3 :da3( Y3 U0 1835 153 Y3 PIMOJ[E ST v.cw
*3p1 s143 Uo Fuore o [[14 oym JudpuU0dsaI0d JeA € J0 0ty
Y3 Uo s J[Tws e 30 3ury A[Uo Ay, "y1eap jo Ajiqissod [ea3
&334 33 pue sinoy pjoa Juoy :Ays Ae1d sya ur way srEmE
Jeym moUY 343 pUE 210§3q SIWTI AUBW STYI SUOP ABY USW
Junof as3y1 asnedaq Aejdasioy o £1are8 jo yor| € 51 215
pue 13qos 1inb Furyoof 1€ usWAID Y] "pur(dug ur st
U23J0 31 SE 15821940 ST s 33 pue sFuTyl InuTw Ise] Md)
® Sujop [[1s 1% SHIUBYII ‘Taquioq Funirem J1y1 01 pasa
~AT[3P 2JE USWAMDID Y3 SE Y2IEM 3\ ‘JI3S1 ‘UIIag ur xad
-WO0d [ENISNpUT UE sem Aep 941 10§ 393183 3Y T "Bp61 ‘bz ke
uo puefdug ur pauoness ‘22104 J1y 1yF1g 22 Jo ‘vorsalg
11y 151 ‘dnoio) 1aquiog yi/ ¢y ‘vorpenbg 1uswprequog
ISTGL Y3 JO UOISSIW YIQ$ Y3 JO UOIIEIID-II & 335 IM IO
JJeM 31g 2y, Jo s1uU2Ad pue
sporsad ureaad uneand-a1 yuswdinba pue swiojiun 1521
-10> u1 duisod 4q , A303sTH] SUTATT,, 912310 OYyM SISYEW 03pIA
pue ssaydesdoloyd yo dnosg e sem wayi uouwry "porsad |1
JEM\ PIOM\ 243 JO SIPIY2A ATRAT[IT paloisas A[jeanuayine
Y3 jo Auew Jurdunq dn pamoys osfe synq Aredprw
[e20] [e3243s ‘doipydeq 23eaura s1y1 jo 2§eaueape Suryer
JVD Y3 jo Jury euozIIY Y1 Yim
paseq s13] ‘sungd suryorw FunITy-uou 2y3 01 umop 131 N
-UdYINE PUE Pa101saI A[NJNINeaq ST pue pury i1 jo sajdurexs
3urh[y dururewss a3y Y3 jo auo st ssanuog duidly,, iq
Y], ,ASusno( [eIuawnuag,, ‘0 /1-g SNOWE JIYI WYl Yiim
3urdunq 4[uaa 19aua(g 03 UT-A[j B paders ‘sajiqowoine
ueyy sayer sauepdire Juippngas 19521d oym 533101531
JO pUEq SNOIAISIOG 1EY) ‘32104 ITY IBIIPAJUOD YL

12400



Cap! Bemig Beck. Sdverne. France Jan. 1945

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON
By ANDY BECK @ copyright 1985

Captain Beck was hurrying across
the stregt when a photograpgher called to
him. “Can you hold it right there, Sir?’
Chek! 1t wag over'In an ingtant and the
image of the classic American crusader
was engraingd on the Him forever. He
was tired but he was proud, he was sav-
ing the world for freedom

Fade out. Saverne, France, January
1945, Fade in the summer of 1978 in
Boulder. Colorado, U.S.A. | am the Cap-
tain’s son and I'm starting 1o think about
what | can do for his BOth birthday
which s a year away, Astarbackas | can
remeamber, | have always prided mysetf
on creating unigue gifts for people ang
this pne had to be the bes!. Ever since |
was a hittie boy | have had.a framed 8 x

1 10" copy of that favorite phota gnimy

wall [Hooked atit agen forthe umpteen-
millgnth time and &n idea beganto form
in my brain

This gift was to be the ultimate com.
pliment. | decided to reproduce the fam-
ous piciure and by reproduce | do not
mean make another print. | maan theat-
ricatly restage the whole thing with me
modeling as my father. When all was
said and done, it took almast two years
10 produce. Many local military vehicle
cofiectors helped supply equipment of

| &ll Kinds. Wallie Fryer, Jim Hérfich and

NoelJohason, all members ol the Rocky
Mountain Military Vehicle Historical
Society, loaned me jeep parls and uni-
forms. You canm’t walk inte a surplus
store and buy a World War Il uniform

anymore. A pigoe or two might be foundg
but most of these bid unitorma are long
since soid oul and now collectors’ items
i Tact. b took 15 monihs 1o find Most of
whal | needed. The rest | just had 1o
make do with whatever | could fing

The really big chalienge was finding
a World War |l jeep. Checking news-
paper ads only revealed overpriced
wrecks, but on a July 4th tour in south-
ern Colorado, | spied 3 jeep in a junk
yard It was also overpriced, bt in good
encugh condition to restore. | made lots
ol phone calls te local collectors for
advice and then | headed to the town of
Las Masitas, Colorado, 1o buy my Dig
oy Aller d ten-nour graeal of towing the
1943 GPW home, the worst case of
“buyers regret” in Military Vehicie Col-
lectors Club history began-19-subside,
“Are you Sure boying it wag a good
idea™ Pity my poor friend who had to
fisten 1o thal questionwhich was asked a
thousand times on the drive home

My father. Bernie Beck, had his 60th
birthday on July 29, 1879, Unioriunately
his birthday present was not ready. Too
bad it wasn't even hall ready. So about a
week betore his birthday. | called him up
and said in my most confidend, cocky
voice, “Your present isn't ready. You'li
981 it when il is ready and when you get it
you'l know why il 160k so long and that
it is the besi present you ever got.” | had
gone a geod job concealing the truth
about 1he gift. The closest he ever came
while playing the guessing game was

f

Son aAndy Beck. Whaat Rigge Colorads Jen. 1980

when he asked il | was going 16 give him
the jeep. Sarry, Dad. but that's for me

I had sedrched “tora location for
@ghteen menths b five siates but with
N fuck. In Aprit of 1978, | purchased a
house in Wheat Ridge. Colorado, a sut-
urban commuhity ndrihwest of Denver
The fiest day | deove to work trom my
naw residence, | saw “the spot™ only a
mile and one-nalf from home, i was 2
smallgarage used by & Commercial auto
restorer who specialized in 1958-87
T-birds. Outside was & gas pump very
similar 10 the one in the famous photo
Written on the giass giobe on top was
ine brand-nama-~Skelley” but | knew |
couldpaint the"Esso’™ | needed By Jan-
Uary 1880 1-had coliected snough uni-
form pieces andrestored the GPW sufii-
cigntly 1o dook -decurate in a photo,
altfougha few of the pafiswere wood or
carduoard mockups. | dBlained permis-
Sion-from. the owner of the T-bird shop
and | was ready 10 go

The actual photography took three
days and over 200 pictures, both biack
and white as well as color. On the tirst
day the sun angle was wrong and | used
an incorrect leng, On day two, | finally
put on the nighl lens but | was still not
satiafied. Day three was better choreo-
graphed and-1 was plegsed with the
resull. The location: wag on a major
artery where conlysion abounded. | set
up the camera on a tripod and framed |
the pholoasiwantedit WalkeandNoelwaiched |
for cars while another friend, Barbara |
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