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The Battle at Schillersdorf

A member of the 2™ Battaiion described the terrain tae 410 ocoupizd following
the withdrawal as “a lot like [#] gull course, rolling and open with patckes of woods, and
deep snow.”' Tn the days preceding the artack at Schillerdordf, the Gemmans
recannoitering and patrolling boldly. Sgt. Ray Millek, who led a machinegun squad for
Company E [Easy], remembers helding the line: “Before things heaed up, we were in
twohouses straddling a road ‘o biock infilirators. Along comes this real pretty girl, and
she asked to go through our roadblock to the rext towm. Oh, Gnd, she was making these
eye: at me, and she spoke English. I told her the Getmans were holding the town she
wanted to gc to, but she said, “That's my home. [ want to go back.” I let her through.
['ve often thought about that. When she got to the next village, she probubly wld the
Germans there were only three or four of us on a readblock.”™ Indeed, the precision of
the coming German strike weuld demonstrate how well-informed the enemy had been.

At the titne. Easy Company endured poor leadership, likely the most dangerous
threit to any combat unit. Inthe Army, o unit's movement, matcria; and in‘ormation was
determined by the immutable chain of command. Officers at every level could be held
directly responsible for his subordinates’ actions because they were executing orders. A
welkirained, physically fit and well-supplied company of war-hardened veterans, can be
squindered in s hopeless battle, wasted in pursuit of insignificent objectives, or can
empower an inferior enemy by injudicious inaction. Soldiers relied on their officets to
lead them into battle and to monitor their progress; as such commanders' decisions and
actions significantly impacted roop morale and effectiveness. The effects of a sormupted
chain of command rippled throughout the ranks; Hitler sacrificed ofien-superior
weaponry, defensive advantagss and 2 generatior. of experienced soldiers at key points to
the elimination of a rliable chain of cornmand by which he sought to consolidate his
power. Millek paiuted an unlzvorable picure of his Company's capiain: “The captain
we had at the time was a son of a biteh, Scared to death. He'd whimper and lav in bed
and ask me to do this, do that, do everything for him. ‘Go to Bartalion. See what's
what," things that he as a captain shoyld have beea deing, and he'd be laying inbed
drunker than hell. It was easy to got booze up there. Tthink I hzd 2 coupls of mmpers
wha scrounged for him. A pack of cigarettes would get you anything thar you wanted.
When the krauts hit us, he was worthlass. ™

The men whe dealt with the Easy’s CO on a mors regular basis prized their
caphin similarly. “[He was)] a strange man to be in the infantry,” 1% Lt Matin E.
Sheley recalled, “He'd only bzen an sdministrator. He told me to find him an arderly
whe could speak German because his job was going to bs to keep him in schnapps. He
didr’t interfere, just stayed in his little room at the CP. When w2 got our whisky
allewance, you wouldn’t see 2im until the whisky was gone 7™

2" [ jeutenant Hugh Chance. who commanded Basy’s 3 Platcon, confirmed this
view of Basy’s CO in his rzcellection of the orders he received following the company’s
arrival at Offwiller. "It was snowing bke everythng. The €O told the Second and Third
Platrons to set up cutposts a mile and a half or two emiles ahead of the MLR. ... The 367
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Engiieers [of the 4¢™ ID] wers supposed to be on the line 10 our left, bur I walked all
along their secter and couldn’t find anvbody. When [ told company headguarters that our
lcft fank was wide open, we were ordered to siay anyway.” At no peintdurng the
several days that Chanee’s platyon kept the ovtpost did Easy Company’s CO take steps to
guard the 2™ battalion’s flank.’

At 2100 on Jan 22, the Germans exploited the gap between the latt flank of the
210" and the right flank of the 45" ID, Disguiscd as friendlizs, the Germans attacked the
forward units of the 2* Bn from behind, taking Rothbach (the seat of Company G's
[Gecrge] outpost) and Easy’s Qutpostat Offwiller.

Captain Altred J. Torrance commanded G Company from Rothbach. Incontrast
1o his eounterpart in Easy Company, Torrance was an sffective commander who was
well-diked by his mer. “He was a heli of a good man, a man evervbody felt they could
trust,” commented Clyde Rucker, “He was concerned about the guys’ welfare. Idon™t
know if all the officers wese."® John Wocdside, a machine gunner in the Fourth Platoan,
described Torrance as, ¥a good leader, bul not a glory hound. He always told us he didn’t
wan: a bunch of heroes; he wanted a bunch oflive soldiers. In training, we thought that
he was too hard on us, but we found out he was right when we got everseas.’

Paradoxically, Torrance’s effertiveness was refleciec in the Suct thui he touted the
highest casualty rate in the Regiment at 128 percent (as opposed to Fasy Compiny. who
had the lowest at 50 percent). Torrance remembered launching George Company's final
assault on Germany at 75% ful} strength.® The effectiveness of his command drew him
more hazardous assignments, whivh in twined epened holes in the ranks that would be
fitled with green replacements. Robert Loyd, one of Torrance's tiflemen rationatized the
sitiation: “They asked us to <o a lot of things they wanted done right, and they figured Al
Tomence was the guv to do it. A price had to be paid.”® “We were told to set up new
definses along a fine between Rothbach and Schillersdorf in Alsace,” Torrence
remambered  “We hardly had time to get set when 88 troops came in screaming like
banshees and hit E Company ™'

Ray Millek, who was 2 sergeant in charge of a machinegun squad in the forwarc
wnits of Easy’s Outpost recalis: “.. [Wje heard firing to our rear, Icalled...[1¥ Sgt.
Orland Wondbeck of Easy’s first plam«on} at the CP m Offwiller. *There's a few civilians
coming into town,’ he says. ‘We'll handle them.” What he didn’t know was that krauts
on skis in ¢ivilizn clothes had potien mto Otlwiller by coning over the mountain from
behind.” !! Chance made note of the route the Germans followed that allowed them tc
artazk the 2:‘: Bn from behind: “They'd come over the mountain through that inprotected
left flank.”
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Not long thereafter, Lt. Charce got a gall from 1¥ Sgt. Woodbeck, ~*The own's
full ol them,’ [he said,] "Baualicn said t5 t2ll you felizs to get pur of there the bes way

el

¥ou can.

Capt. Toreence, at George Company's CP in Rothbach, rememberzd, °1
considered sending some men to counterattack, but [ wasa't allowed to. Ourjobwas to
hold, We followed the preamranged plan. My rifle platoons pulled out of Rothbach and
went nto holes above the town.™!*

First Lt. Shelley was at the Eagy's stranded CP when it was abanconed: “[Tjtere
was gunfire ali around the CP. We decided it was time to get our of there and back to the
MLR Gut line of retreat wus suppused 1o be drough G Company in the oext town, but
when we got ta be where they were supposed to he, there were Germans there instead.

*Crur captain was in a drunken stupor, but I got him awake and told him te
Oermans were right acress the streer. “Call my ieep driver,” he said, and he took off.

The rest of us tan for ow preamranged retreat route up an old German antitak
ditch the Germans had dug. It was dark by then, 10 degrees balaw zere and Ints of snow.
Pfc. Joseph Kennedy was in the lead. 1was right behond himn when he saw these figures
and cilled out the password. The answer brrormoorp from a German burp gun. He just did
e flip-flop, hit right in the forekead. T'm sure he never knew what happened.”!?

Leaderless, the men of Eagy's CP knew hey were trapped and oulgunned, First
Lt. Sheily and the otaers abendoned the escape plan and retreated—away from Amencan
lines. Oue soldier in the group, despersle to escape, stripped down to the skin and put his
Light mray thermals over his uniform. He sneaked off, hoping that he hadadeguataly
camouflaged himself. The men who staived back shortly heard machinegin fire md
assumed the worst.'*

“We.. laid there in our little ditch real ¢uiet,” Lt Sheiley recalled. “Itold the
men wot opea fire till I gave the command. We didn't kave to wait long, probably about
midn.ght, when here come the Germans wearing white snow capes. We picked up one,
then another one. Oh, on, there’'s a whole line coming, very slowly. When they wers
abowl 30 or 60 feet away, we opened fire and shot every round we had. The next thin
that we knew, they came yelling liks Comanch: Indizns and jurmped into the ditch.™ -

¥ course, the Germans dido’t know that we were disarmed when they jumnped ir
that ¢itch,” First Sgt. Ordand Woodbeck remembered. “It's a wonder nobody was burt,
Would the Genreins have survived if the circumstances 1ad been reversed? We-l-1-k, 1
don’tknaw. They prohably wouldn't have ™8

First Lt. Shelley described surrendering his last arms. “All [ had left wasa hand
grenade. I palled the pin and thought abou: dropping it and eing one of those
kamigazes, but Talso thought, “What 13 this goiws <o wthe witing ol (e war?" ['m
standing there with this armed grenade in my hand when this hig 1ail (erman guy crmes
up behind me and seys, ‘Raus mit!’ I took my watch off, tightered the band around the
grenzde and let it drop in the snow, The time comes when youa have to realize the jig is
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“I"ve often wondered what happened to the grenade. I hope some poor cuss
didn't find it after the snow melted and say “Wow, there’s a wristwatch,” **

*They made us clasp cur hands behind out heads,” Lt. Woodbeck recatied. *1he
Germang, When they surrenderad, had a tradition of throwing their helmets ewny and

putting on field caps. We didn't do anything like that. How to surrender was not part of
our fraining,"*°

Back at Easy’s Outpost, Sgt. Millek held his position, not knowing what was
bappening at Easy’s CP. “The firing back there kept on for maybe an hour. When I
called Woodbeck again, the line was cead. Woodbeck and the captain and the whols
comoany headguarters had been caplured. T told my guys, ‘There's something wrong
hack there. We're getting ot of hars, butt dan't oo hack by the mad 2!

Chance's group had bypassed Offwiller in their retreat. He described the
enceunter: *[There on the other side of town was a whole gioup waiting, Rhye's and
Millek’s men and my platoon. Sixty or seventy mean in that bright moonlight on the
snow, standing there in the open. There was no panic, but it panicked me ta find
everybody waiting for me. Well, ] didn’t de anything bur run a head of them and beg
ther to get some dsilance betwesn usand the town.”

Licutenant Chance took comumand of the group and headed the retreat.
“Lisutenant Chance took us over f2ances, throngh bacxk alleys, and what have you to getus
back to the main line,” mortar sergeant Sam Natta remembered,” Even though the entire
CF had been captured, thanks to 1t. Chance's decisiveness not a single man on the
Ouspost ling was killed. “All our people mads it 3ack safkly to the MLR. Chance's boys
and John Rhye’s and mine. How Chance made the decision to take that route [ don't
know, but he saved us. He must have done it on insting ik

At Uffwiller, deficient command certainly did not hinder the German ¢atlse. 2na
Lt. John Crow of H Company recalled: *The most serious charge of dereliction, against
‘he commander of E Company, was nsver proven. The company commandsr was
accused by his men of abandoning them on 22 January 1945.*%* The discipline and
sfficiency displayed by the 35 as they seized Easy Company’s Offwiller Outpost
impressed Crow: “Attackdng E Company's Outpost in pitch-darkness, they leaped into
the defenders’ ditch and took them all prisoner without shooting a man."> Twenty-nine
men lﬁd been captured, which accourted for all POWs and MIAs that Easy suffered in
ETG. .

When the Gemans at'acked George Company tha CP was in the process of
retracting to higher ground. According to Woodside, the machine gunner, Torranse had
“called his sergeants and platcon leaders back to a meeting to give “sma litle
information about what was going on. While he was talking about what was going to
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hapzen. it started happening. Loren Becker [Woodsids's sergeant] 1ever canld %et back
to us. Those storm troopers come off tha: mountain like a bat out o hallelujah ™

Cartain ‘l'orrance’s reconnaissance sergeant, Robert Schroeder, was at George
Company’s CP during the opening velley of the German attack at Rothbach. “We didn't
expact anybody, ‘cause we hadn't heard any firing from Easy. Firsi thing [ knew was
when a guard gutside out CP shouted a challenge. Tae guy answered i American, so [
didn’t get suspicious, but our guard szid, *You kraut son of a bitch,” and opzned fire.
Then all hell broke locse, "

Torrance otdered an evacuatian of the CP, ordering Sgt. Schroeder to hold antil
no more equipment could be evacuated. 3chroeder lingered until the house across the
strezt was siormed by enemy wooders, and then followed Torrance ap the hill. One
machinz gun crew, hawever, was stranded in 2 house at the edge oftoun. Both Torrence
and Schroeder wondered how the machine gunners were left behind. 2 The fact that they
were cut off from the their sergeant who was receiving his groups orde:s as the fight
opeaed was likely the cause.

Woodside and his crewmates canght hell in the town. “ was firing out the
window when a bazooka rouad hit right below me,” he remembered. *The next one
cotne ovet the window sill and exploded. It knocked out thice of my men, blew my les
almost off, and set me afire. T got the bruat of it. The uther three men was al! right when
ther woke up. One of ‘em was Bart Irwen. Idon’t remember the others, ™

Not knowing that he’d been on fire, the other soidiers wrapped Woodside in
blankets. He remained conscious, but in was shock. The burns weie excrusiating: “I
thought my guns was blawn out, [ finally asked someone to se= what kind of shape my
guts was in. [Another soldier] took the blanket off: I was burning down there. All the
clothes in my middle was bumned off."*!

Un the hill, Gls were distributed white camouflage. According to Sergeant Duus,
a rillernan in G’s S¢cond Platoon, “Sergeant Husicey [wallced] along the parapet in front
of cur holes telling everyone whar the situations was, 10 stay awake, and keep cur eyas
and ears open.”” The next morning, from his pesition above Rothbach, Lt. Torrance
noticed a head that appeared above a windowsill in 3 house below. He squeczed oit's
shot with hiz rifle, the head disappearad, and American swearing was heard below. —the
mising machine gunners. -4 group made its way down o the edge of 10wn to svacuats
the group. Luckily, Torrance's bullethad grazed Elmer Brawe’s head, knocking him
dovn and stunning him. Brawe, Wouodside, 'win and the other soldier were evacuated ™
Woodside needed special help being evacuated as Schroeder remembered: “There wasa’t
much bleeding but he was interrible pain. To get him out of there, we had to carry him
up an icy 45-degree slope thal was covered with snow. Once or twice we lost him off the
litter.”* In the wake of te night's casualties, forward units at the left of the Regimental
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line were retracted to the MLLE. and the Regimantal €O, sensing a pnssible attack, moved
the 1™ Bn Ouatpast to Ingwiller at 2215, Jan 22

Back on the hill, Torrance got a call from his colonel: “Some of your martarmen
were 50 confitsed ) this night fight they lost their lines,” he said. Mortarmen in the
FTourh Platoon had fled to the First Bagalion reserve unodserved

““Well, get their asses back uphere,” “ Torrance responded, * ‘I'll get them back
in pesition.” And I did.™*®

LR L]

On tae 23, the forward units of the 2™ Battalion absorbed machinegun fire from
enenay umits at Offwiller. That aftermoon German artillery fired at F [Fox] Corcpany
while Easy was mortared. A prisoner revealed that 2 battalicns of 85 troopers cccupied
Rothbach, They were members of Hitler’s elite 6™ S8 “Gebirgs” (Mountain) Division
“Nord"”. This well-equipped, veteran Division had been formed in Finland in 1942, had
since campaigned in both Finiand and Norway and only been transferred to the western
froni since Christmas.®” The Americans strengthened their deferses.

The motning of Jan 24 brought heavy shelling in Co. G's sactor and the
withdrawal of the 3™ Ba Outpost, which was driven back through Bischholtz and through
Muhlhausen. The 3* En reserve, Co. L, was moved into position at Zutzendorfat 0918
a3 the Battalion's forward units retreated o the MLR. That aRemoon, the 410%3 anti-
tank company knocked out two tanks that had been spotted in Rothbach, and at 1710, 2™
Battalion again was shelied *

ey

At 0443 on January 25% the Germans laid down an artillery barrage against Co. K
on the 3" Bartalion's left flank When the artillery lifted, 88 infantry, supported by two
tanks, attacked and overran Company K. Companies F and (7 who wets on the line were
not attacked, though F’s right flank was exposed as K fell back. Spilman Gibbs, Fox
Company CO, recalled, “[T]he company commander panicked and pulled out, waving
my flank wide apen. Fe was aglaep in 2 house: wasn't aven or, the line™® Within
twelve minutes of the mnitial barrage the Germans punctured the Cactus Division’s Main
Line of Eesistance. Co. K's support was committed at 0435, as was 3 Battalions
ICSCYE.

During the first wave of the attack, machine gun three flank guards. Pfc M. L.
Jaccbs, Cpl I. W. Pike and Pvt. Richard C. Hawr, oblivious to the fact that they were
facing an SS hattalion, decided to hit their attackers from behind. They set cut from
S¢hind the housc that they defended against the first wave and encountered a Nazi.
Tacehs fired, the German dropped and the three duckad into an adjacent courtyard.
Tacchs tried to enter ore of the buildings on the plaza, but his tugs at the door were met
oy those of a soldier on the other side. Not knowing whether the occupant was friend or
foe, Jacobs dove under a wagen in the courtyard whilc Pike and Hawn look shelter in ar
putkoitse. From under the wagon, facobs watched a group of Germans emerge from the
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building. A friendly dog threatened to reveal Iacobs' hiding spot as the (Germans
seawhed the premises. The three zarefully made their way o a nearby 5arn where thev
spent the next two days in a hayloR awaiting rescue.

Within 10 minutcs of the MNazi breakthrough, the cncmy was poised 1o strike at the
2™ Battalion CP in Schillersdorf. Men from E’s withczawn Cutpost manned foxholes in
the field outsidz of the town, althcugh some of the men had been rotated in‘o town for the
night.” Frank Kania was 2 Jeep driver for H Company who was attached to Ezsy and
running supplies to Schillersderf for several days. His group was billeting in one ¢f (he
howses, “There were three jeeps in the courtyard,” he recalled, “That morming, the
woman of 1he house came rumning and yelled, ‘Boche ¢ome, boche come.” That was our
only warning., We grabbed cur belongings, and the se-geant says, ‘We'll all start the
jeeps at once. Then follow me.” He smashed through the bamyard deor with the rest of
us te4h41nd kim. Here came the krauts up the street from the right. Luckily, he turned
left”

Sgt Millek, th¢ mechine gunner from Easy's Qutpost, had been rotated into town
the night the atack came: *Taere was about six of us in a house, all asieep, when we
head firing outside. We ran cutside, There was this one feilow, [ won't mention his
name [likely Cecil Shaw], [ put him up in a barm where he couid see real good and told
him, “You see anything out there shuot it.**3

Sgt. Sam Natta, who commanded one of Easy’s mortar platcons, rememberad:
*“We were in reserve when word came down that the Germans had taken the town. The
whole mortar section [two squads] wes thrown in to reinforce the riflemen. We didn't
know what 10 expect.”™® Naila saw Lhe supply sergeant’s jeep burst out of tae bamn, It
had been mounted with a 50 caliber machine gum. “I jumped on,” he remembered, “and
tried to fire it, but it froze after one shot, so | joined up with a machine gun sergeant wiao
had a brand-new light machire gun. Whoever was supposed to have cleaned off the
Cosmoling (a thick protective grease)hadn’t, and that guo janmed wo.” A concussion
grenade knocked the machine gurner and Sgif. Natta down and thew tnok cover between
two buildings ¥

Bgt. Millek described the scene at the CP outside his billet: " The battalion medics
were set up right across the sueet, and this doctor captain comes running over and grabs
me and says, ‘Don't let them get me. I"m Jewish,” and I said, “Don't worry. None of us
is gonna get captured.’ ™' Lt. Chance, who had led the evacuation of Easy’s outposts oa
the 22™, was also in Schillersdorf when it was raided. | was in the supply room. Some
of the men and I ran into the sreet and blocked [the §5] for awhile, but there were too
mary. Capt. Bruno Lambert, the battalion surgeon, hellered over at us, ‘Help me get
thete vehicles and the wounded out of town. You know what they’'l do to me if they
can’ He was a German Jew, "
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Fiest Lt. Leonard B, Dogget, wha lead Fasy's 1™ Platoen. assemblec 2 group of
soldiers from his company to counterattack and delay the Germans long enougl to
avacuate the Battalion medics and Chaplain Capt. Willian C. Kleffmarn. Stati Sargent
Melvin Seiler, whu led a rifle squad in Dogget’s platoon, remembered: “It wos early one
moming when Doggett came around and said, “They broke through the line up front, and
theyre headed this way.’ Next thing ] knew, §5 troops wearm%whitc camouflage parkas
and al} schnapped up were shooting at anything in their sites.””

Once the 85 attacked, Sgt. Sciier recalled: “My squad made for the woads.
*Spread out,’ T told my people, “and hold them off as leng as you can, if they keep
coming, fall back a little.” Pretty soon, we were back in town, aad the Germans were tco.
We held them thers until almest everybody escaped. Then we piled into trucks and jesps
and got out of there,”

At 0515, the German troopers stormed the 2** Battalion CP. Richard Branion
describes the German assualt: “Apparently the Germans knew exactly where important
installations were located as they siruck first the message center and then the building
that housed the Command Post Proper.”™ The ensuing firefight was desperate. Reverend
Kleffman was at the Battalion aid stasion; “The gunfire got closer and closer, and then
their tanks carne in, My first thought was to ¢vacilare anybody that was wounded. Onu
doctor had already fied for his lite."** Machine gunner Cecil W. Shaw, who was
def:nding the town from the rafters of a barn, managed 10 knock out one enemy machine
qur. before another forced him from kis position. ** Reverend Kleffman, still at the aid
stafion, reported that Shaw *“held them off wntil we got the jeep loaded. I picked him up
as we left.”*® Shaw threw a few grenades and they sped out ol own. ¥ “We were the last
ones out of Schillersdorf,” Reverend Kleffimen racalled. “Then the Germans came in and
blew up the hospital mit.** Sgt. Millek apparently had a different view of Shaw’s
actions: “1 was getting them started out of town when somebody ran by me like a bulket.
It was that son of & bitcch I'd put up in the bam.

“T aekad him about i latar. ‘T wasn't going to stay out there alone,’ hesays. [
don’t blame him now, bnt it wasn’t fonny at the time."*

Despitz Company E’s efforts, which had slowed the German assault, the
evicuation of Schillersdurf, however, remainad outpaced by the §$ advance. 50 mm
mortat gannex Pfe. Tennis Bellmore was a merober of the group covering the Battalion
staffs’ retreat. Wounded and aware that the staff needed more time to delay, Bellmore
decided to make 2 stand at an intersection. Sgt. Ray Mysliwies described what happened
next: “T was alongside Dennis Bellmorc, brave soul that he was. He was the gunner in
my mortar squad. He stood and opened fire with his .45. We didn't know they had a
tank with them. That's what blew the building apart and killed Dennis. Or maybe it was
a bazooka. You hear different stories. We wall collapsed, and he was trapped under the
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bricks” As the staffers and soldiers fall hack, the reports of Rellmore's 45 pistol
answered bursts of Nazi submachine gun fire for five minwes before fatling silent. ™
“Semebody yelled, “Everybedy out!™ Sgt. Nata recalled, “Dennis must have been hit by
that time, but we didn't know it until we were 100 yacds away. We tried 10 get back 10
him, but theve was no way. It was a bad thing for us, feeling like there was someone we
couldn't help. They recavered his body when the town was relaken. He was badly
bumned.”® Pfc. Bellman had purchased his zomrades’ safery with his life ®*

Sgt. Millek deseribed the retreat from Schillersdorf. “The medics had at least o
wounded man across a stretcher across the back of 1 jeep. Thew got out okay. Then the
rest of us dropped out of the town. As we moved back in, we could hear firing, but my
own group didn’t fire 2 shot until we got to the high ground and set up ow machine guns,
By that time, the krauts had Schillersdorf and came on through the tewn in some of our
caphured jeeps. We opened up and tumed a couple of them over.

I remember this kid, a riflemanthat 1'd converted 1o a machine gunner. Idon’t
thirk ‘hat he'd ever fired 2 machine gun except in training. [t was colder than hell, but
here he was laying in the snow smiling ind shooting. The :0ld made his nose run and the
snot was froze on his face. He was all smiles when he it those jeeps, butall [ could
think of was that frozen snot.”*

Sgt. Mysliwiec remembered evacuating the town: “Two of our guys grabbed a
machine gun and took off, Twas all by myself. What the heil, we all ran like scared
rabbits. The Germarns just kept pouring in. I think [ was one of the last ones to get out. [
ran from one side of the road to the other tll 1 got to the =dge of town and saw thev'd
slupped Oriog al me. AsT lay inthe snow, catching my breath, 1 could hear a lot of
(rerrrun singing. They had captured Schiilersdarf."®?

ey

Colonel Harding, 410" Regimental Commander, made plans to relaka contair the
breakthrough ané retake Schillersdorf. Co. C blocked from Menchhoffen and by 0530
Comyanies A ard B werz in position to counterattack. At 0630, Company 1. was
dispatched to Schiilersdorf.™ When L Company reached the town, they realized that they
were engaging a different type of unit. The 85 was Hitler's legion of Nazi fanatics, an
clite fighting force that would not surrender. On this accasion, they were whipped into a
drunken frenzy and charzed through the snow-covered strests in white camouflage,
howling at the top of their lungs. Roben Briggs of L Company's weapons platoon
described the 8§ troopers as “screaming demons” who *just kept coming” ** Joha C.
Calhcun, a 3% Battalion medic assigned to Company L described them as “drugged,
drunk and crazy. They screamed as they ran ino our machine guns, tifles and mortars,”™
John 2. White, a weapons platcon messenger for Co. L, specifically remembered an 58
trooper who, armed oaly with a rifle, charged a jarger group of Gls and was instantly shot
dead. Ome of the GIs in the group, however, In a despondent ruge over recent news that

* Ararton, $5.

“ Brarton, 55.

® Brarton, 55.

5 Stannard, 22.

& Srarrardd, 55.

* Ses Branton, 49.
** Briggs, interview with the authors,

% Calkoun, letter to the authors dated 24 Aaril, 1996,
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his Er‘gﬂlcr had been killed elsewhers m ETO, emptied an extra clip into the corpse's
head,

The 55 used psychological tactics to frighten, confuse and demoralize the troops
they fought. Almost every account ofthe 41 qts dealings with the 35 menticns their
screaming. Years later, John Blaskiewicz, who seldom spoke of the war, revealed to his
family that the enly time that he was truly afraid during the war was lisiening ta the
night-piercing shricks and swears of the invisible German troopers as they raced th-ough
Schillersdosf. Elmer Llnnerstall, and infantryman who was out of action with an
abscessed tooth af the ime of kis unit’s counterattack, recalled that when he reentared the
line he found that the S8 had nailed the dogtags of fallen GIs te the doors in
Schillersdurf, 58

The 88 also infiltrated enemy linex and fought in disgirizs, a dating and dangeraus
practice, as those who wers captured would be summarily shot as spies. On Jan 22, a
gumd at the bridge ir Bousbach had been shot by someone disguised in an FFI uniform,
the same night that men evacuated from Company £’s overnim Quipostreported that the
assault had been carried out by soldie:s dressed as Gls*® At Schillersdorf, John White
encountered the remains of a German machine gunner donning a Red Cross armband.

The sheer force and speed with which the (Germaas punched through the
Division’s line and the efficiency with which they carticd out their ebjectives at the
Batilion CP contributed the chaos inthe ranks. The extent of German reconncitering
otior to the attack at Schiffersdorf wilt perhaps never be known, but the fact that during
thesz days, treops only attacked, and m every case took, command posis, is tesament
the quality of imteliigence that the Gemmans enjoyed. They exploited cvery advantags the
Americans gave them, They made full use and sffective use of Company E's ineffective
leadership and his tactical blundering, and while the 53 may not have known the caliber
of leadership, they may have surmised 1t after he knowingly kept the regiment's flark
exposed for several days.

Despite the enerny's furious efforts, however, although the MLR had not been
restored, the Americans stanched the Germans' penetration at Schillersdorf by 0730. The
German assault on the Bawalion communications center meant {0 isolate as thany units as
poszible from the coordinating chain of cornmand, forcing companies and commanders to
make uninformed, independert decisions. When the advance was stopped, Company L
was sent to the edge of the town. Medic John Calhoun described what happened oext,
“They walked in the dark 1% kilometers and got into an apple orchard as the 55 were
digging foxholas and setting machine guns. L Co crossed the road o higher ground.
[Company I} (as light came) fired mortars into the vineyard where [L. Company] was
diggng foxholes. Finally, [L Company] got the atteation of [I Cempany), and they
stopped the mortars. Twenty men in (1. Company] were lost, God 1est their seuls.”
Confusion, it seems, was likely the Nazis' most effective weapon at Schillersdorf.

Having contained the German penetration, Harding"s troops positioned
themselves to restore the Main Line ¢f Resistaince. By (800, Company E was dispatched
to the lowa W ssewre tie nght fank, s at 0900 the 1% Batalion leunched the assault

87 thite, interview with outher,
 Unnerstall, mterview with author,

“* See Branton, 48.
™ Calhenn, leter fn the aurhor: Rrantan 97.
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that wonld clear Schillaredorf of the ensty. Company A (later to be joined by Company
C) and two attached tanks agsaulted enemy strong points in the town while Beavo
Company would pass through the town and restere the gap in the line ths! the $S had
forced. Col. Hmdmg ordered the bruised Cumpa.ny L to eliminate any pockess of
resistance that the 1* Battalion had missed.”

Soldkrs resented having to retake ground. It was difficult to be satisfied with
yieldng territory friends had already died fighting for, but it was harder o be contant
with the prospects of the additinal casnalties the reoccupation of the territory would
entail. Towns posed special harards to advancing GIs. Advancing thronph a town's
open streets violated one of the most fundamerttat rules of soldiering: remain as
mcorspicuous as possible. The less visible the soldier, the less likely someone who
wonted to kill him and his buddics would know where to find him. Attacking thuough
open streets between houses occupied by the concealed snemy was tantamount to suicide.
In ordet to advance trough villages under cover, infantrymen relied on coordinated
efforts of tank and bazooka crews. Bragton tells how the 1™ Battalion worked its way
through Schiliersdorf: “Heuse-to-heuse fighting continued ficrcely during the day, The
Infaniry and tank teams did their work. The tanks blasted one house ahead of the foot
troops whe then used bazookas and rifle granades to blow open the side walls of houses.
The Cactus men went from one house 1o another covered all the way,”™ A fler the town
was retaken, Reverend Kleffman reportedly encountersd the corpse of an American
doug in the snow. 'I'heposmonofﬂuﬁ'umbody suggested that the man had been
beggng for his lifs when he was executed ™

With the assistance of the 411% Infantrys 2™ Battalion, the main line of
resigtance wag regtored by the aext moming, althongh afterwards the Cactus Division
patrolled the snemy much more aggressively.™ At day’s end, The 410% held a line
comyposed of, from leﬁm right, Companies E, G, F, B, the 2™ Bn (411" D), and L.™
Even though the 4 10™ had rcovered Schillersdorf at high cost, they inflicted staggering
losses on their attackers. Cn | Feb, the interrogation of a German deserter revealed him
to be a member of the 3" Battalion of the 12 §5 Mountain Division (Regiment?), the
group that had occupied Schillersdorf, Of the 360 men that participated in the attack, he
reported, the Germans had lost all but 60.7

7! Braton, 45.
" Brawon, 4%.
it Smnard, 258
Bra:mnn, 49,
" Quinn, 317,
™ Quinn, 18,




This is my first reunion. One funny incident during my war
experience was when I was AWOL. 1was out on a pass and I was supposed
to come back with the mailman, I missed him and I got back late. They
made me dig a hole 6 fect x 6 feet x 6 feet, They had to put a pail down 1o
get the ditt out bacaunse [ could not lift it over my head to get it out of there.
Ader I dug it they had me fill the hole up! It wasn’t funny at the time. Itis

funnty to lock back at it.
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