M1 Lutcas dMarin, Historian
75 Salty Way East
Selbyville, DE 19975

Drcar Mr. Manin,

I didn’t ga over with the 103" but 1 was among the first stateside battle casualties: [ fuil
inthe 5pinal Meningitis campaign. Thanks fo tae excellent eare at Field Hospital and
their leadership in the sulfa drugs, | made onz of the few complete recoveries. [ learned
that anpels have big roses. As [ gained sonsciousness, there she wus and . will always be
grateful. [ became an enginzcring stadeat with ASTP at University M3, When (ke
program folded my collegiate colleagues were dumped en masse into the infantry mostly
ta fill out the 94" in what | call a genocwde hused orn intaihgence. The 103 did well for
me sirce the 94™ cansiderad me fit and | was a suevivor of & number of rough campaigns.

| have a soft spot fer the 103" sinee vou have kept track of mz despite my checkered
caeer. ‘The Y4™ has not. I enjoy your newsletter. My check for $13 s enclosed.

My best to survivors of Co, F frum 1943 and vour outslanding newsletter stafT.

Siicerely,

i e
Donald M. Britl
W2745 Mitchell Road
Eiu Clairs, W1 34701




Jamuary 31, 2009

M Lucas C. Martin
75 Balty Way b
Selbyville, DE 19972

Dear Mr. Martin,

Thank you for the telephone call. Tenjoved L. immensely, Tam glad to provide the
information that you suggested, herawith,

Thz Dirafi was still fashionable in 1942 and 1 had a number. Ihad enlisted in ¥7, (he
ravy program that would let me finish college and then carry my bed for me. My color
vigon didn't measure up and [ was not aceepted. Two uncles had served ia the navy in
W% and my orother Richard was in the navy, lost atsea in 1939 With collepe on my
mind, [ tried a.l of the reserves and then all of the regulars except ground forces which
tured vul o be my destiny. Coler vision was siill the problem.

Asa [irst semester Junior at {now renamad) UW Stout whea my number came up. | was
abk to finish my quarter courses and los: the semester courses 1o report for processing
and mustering in on Dec 8, 1942, My duty was with the 103" Infantry Division at Camp
Cliiborne, LA for basic tialning. The camp was victim of a plaguc of Spinal Meningitis
forwhich [ had to be earried out to field hospital for a month or two.  Afier a fifreen day
siec leave Treturned to duty at Camp Cleibome where my first assignment waz 24 hour
guard duty in the rain.

'Thz ¢all went out for engineers and Lapplied for ASTP. The procedurs was to refise (he
OCS committee before access 1o the Review Committes for ASTP. 1was accepted for
ASIP and sent to Eniversity Mississippi for the'r engineering program. 1 finished the
basic enginecring in 9 months. Then the progriun was terminared and [ was sent 1o Canip
MeCain for a refresher in basic to help fill cn the 94" Infantry division which was ready
to shipout. The TG was complete and schools were dene so positions of hazard were
avalable. [ was fortunate to be assigned to HQ company, 301% Regiment, in *he wire
scation for communications. We ware transported o Fr. Dix from where we shipped out
onQueen Elizabeth I. T had my first attack of heat rash on D deck where 16 trmops shared
a yateroor for twe, Rampant sea sickness kepit the environment below to be svoided at
allcosts. 1spent all time possible on the fantait watching flying fish and Libery saips, in
thedisiance, Uyiug W ship water in their smoke stacks. We changed eourse about every 7
minutes ta pive orpedoes a better challenge as a lone vessel without CONYOY.

We went ashore near Glasgow and drove military vehicles to Trowbridge Barracks about
30 miles east of Lordon where we were [or a coaple of weeks and then to Soulharpton
tor ship aboerd an India Merchantuan to sross the channel 1o Utah beach, abow 12 miles
from where they had put our equipment ashere, We had a foreed march through French
mud 1o claim our equipment. We dug in near Lorient to contain the submarine base that




was siill active there. Tn several months our fox holes, blacked cut, with light and seund,
became quite comfbrtable, Bline was six to seven fest deep. My living place for closa to
six montks. Istarted a library of French books but the dictionary never came from home.
The 65™ Division was torpedoed in the channel and landed at about half strength. Orders
cane down for itto replace the 94% while we hoaded for Qe bulge. A Gellow from g
661 lives here in Eau Claire and thinks that he inherited my fachale.

A some point we were transponied in 40 and &'s (B men or 4) horses). Qur car jumpsd
the tracks and bumped alung on the ties, until one courageous fellow, with help from
others went throvgh the open door of the train, scrambled up on top, man forward and wild
th: engineer our car was off the tracks. The problem taken care of, the trip continued
e85 country o our ordered destinaion.

“War. The Price of Freedom, inserted next, was vsed with a presentatior. [ gave 10 a high
school class recently, Fellowing the insert, are comments on experieaces that occurred
after the Bulge and occupation in Czechoslovakia.




WAR, THE PRICE OF FREEDOM
Denald M. Bl

Psalms 91;7 “A thousand stall fall by thy side aod ten thousand at thy right hand but it
shall not come nigh thee™ This was my verse through Eurape. This was not entirely
true. It did come nigh, There were fields of bodies the moming after. They could have
touched each other if they weren’t already gone. I recall one fellow who lay nearby, he
losked just like my brother, Richard, with a buller wle right in dwe middle of his forehead
but I knew it wasn’t him. He had been lost at sea five years before  Irecall another who
hed expired in the weil. He looked like lawn firnitare after the convoy had run ever him.
Yau can see a lot from the tail gate of 26 x 6 truck. My first day of combat was in 1944
on my 2Zod birthday.

We were under fire 2 lot and shelling without end. At one time we were operatitg a
communication center at a command post in the basement of an old mansion at the top of
ahnill. We were ander shelling abowt 5 minutes out of every fifteen. Most of thermn hit the
heuse or close by. There was ashrapnel hole through the chair that we used and shrapnel
holes covered the wall behind the bicycle that | was working en and had just abandoned
tc search for supplies. Halfof the spokes were missing and tires were flat but [ still rode
itout from under the shelling pattem when all of our communication lings went out from
the shelling in the biackest of nights. A shell burst overhead just as | passed a sione
hause. Ttwas hit znd tumbled spat.  When still at the mansion, we didn’t know if we
were their target or if they were trying to hit the pontoon bridge across the Moselle River
a. the bottom of the hill.  When the {above) stone house was hit, the disabled bike and a

s7lit second had saved my life. Else I should have been under the 10 foot pile of rubble
that resnited and hlncked the street.

At one Jocation the cooks tried to serve nghot lunch. They had the feld kitchen set up
and were serving the troops when the mail came in. Two shedls exploded in our midast
spraying the area with shrapnel. Many tmops were hit and there were not enough aid men
standing. The fetlow at my elbow charting with me was hit in the head and Jumped his
trains irt a little steaming pile at moy feet. The blast lefi me off balance for I had to leap
cver his body to avoid stepping un him. By this time the verse scomod right and T was
spared. At times when our blackont failad, a machine gun would open up teaching us a
cisciplire. We could often see tracers from small arres in the night sky or see atank
sssault up the next hillside coverirg infaniry less iucky than we.

There was no way that we could grasp the totality of the grinder that we wer in, or
comprehend the camage that was il about. Istopped trying to track my friends in other
companies by telephone. 1was toe often referred to an older recruit who had helped carry
him out if they had been here long enough to know who he was. “I"" company with 300
per cent turmover by January confinned my good fortune at being in HQ with only 100
per cent lurnover, Now, sixty some years later, I am getting the picture from a history of
my 94™ Infentry Division supplied by my son, Johr, whe, of course, would not be here if
my fortune had been differsnt. Psalm 91:7 is still one of my favorie Bible verses.




A published report lists the casualties of the 94" Infantry Division at 74%. This would be
bascc on the cumulative membership including the stream of replacements that entered
oir division. With hazards much lewer in units to the rear, including support units, ttat
leaves the terrible carnage that [ remember for units toward the front.

The towns we entered in Germany, hefore the Moseile River, were in shambles and
abandoned. After the Mosclle we would meve in with & family. Several of our
communications members moved in with a lady and her two tzen age daughters. They
were terrified and hiystenicel having been warned of the bruality of American troops,
They cried just as 2ard when we left three days later, perhaps missing the security that we
represented. Later, in a larper towr, our conimandant moved the pecupants t a selected
part of town as we occupied their luxwriant abode. Two young ladies did not take their
nove pracelully and made their disnleasure obvious. 1 fought with their feather bed for
an hour or two and then gave up in utter defeat and spent the rest of the night on the flocr.
Sometimes we would move inte the basement in an cecupied house. One house had an
oder geetleman in residence. He built a fire in the water heater and scveral of us had the
vary unusual experience of a hot bath. These were rare circumstances since we were
nartnally in 2 camping mode with shelter halves (ha'f of a pup 1ent) on the ground.
Cppertunity to take shelter was always welcome. We had a memneasle experierce in
Luxembourg. Whn made the connection [ do not know. Several troeps supplied the meat

{ibandored cattle were everywhere) and the gracious lady put on a steak dinner for the
whole crew.

We were on a farm for a few days rear the dragon teeth*. There wasan oper well witha
windlass Wy draw water. The cattle had notbeen tended and there were mounds of snow
covering the bodies of cows that had stzpped on a wine. Everything was lozen and,
ayparently our bocy weight, compared to a cow™s with their small foatpring, was not
caough 1o set them off. Teward spring vekicles began blowing up on the rozd as the
mines thawed. As the towns became more nommal sore shops were opened. The poor
shop owners did not knew what curency to use, They didn'i trust our Invasion Marks
and. of course. the German Marks were werthless. A colleapoe and | decided on a shave
and a haircut, The situation was still tacticsl and we had to carry our weapons. Thad a
moment of discemfort as the barber shaved my neck with a straight edge razor. Our guns
were againsi (e [ur wall und my penner was fratetnizing wich the manicurist and paying
arsalitely no aftention to my sizuaton.

Lespite lerrors that defy deseription, seme of us survived. Patten’s philosophy was to
keep the roops moving, We were usually not in one locarion for more than one or a few
days. Commanc posts might be a bttle longer as forward became rear CP. Gccupaticn
duty in Czecaoslovakia after VE day was welcome relief from the war with a different sct

of challenges. Tam fortinate to see the freedom that the war paid for when peace lasted
for atime.

*The German defense line




Onr first past in Czechoslovakia was at Krumlov. We had crossed Sudetonlond and
winessed 12e migration of dispiaced people being evicted from their land in retritution
for when they were (he offenders. Our base became the Rotenhoff, a Barron's estate with
4 stable of thoroughbreds anc 4 chain of five man made lakgs. The mctor pool sergeant
fram Cheyenne was put in charge ofthe stable. ‘I'roops had all of the riding that they
wanted. The horse herd included a beautiful black mare with a belly wound from
shiapncl that he was careful'y dressiag. He innounced one day that she ceuld be riddan
bare back without 4 saddle or even a sursingle.

Since [ had never ridden any other way, [ went for the ride of my Jife. Discounting the
fact that we didn't gallop plow horses because of incestinal surges, 1 sallied foth. She
hated to leave the barn and it was only with patiznce and encairagement that we made it
abwut a mile to the furthest lske, Tumiog at that point there was no holding her, 1 did no
inow whether I was afont or horsehack, altemating my knees over her back. | managad
to stay with her all the way and we didn’t stop for the open deor to the stable, Luckily it
wis a tall one and, by crouching, I was able b save my head.

We had a covple of broken arms in the outfit to prove the cleverness of a horss, The 3l
bay thoroughkred was 2 good ride urtil the path cume near a large tree with a low branch.
Tt would dart suddenly off of the path and scrape the rider offhis back. [ knew about his
trick and when the moment came [ enlarged his month and sel the brakes on all four
wheels. [2hd over his head. remounted and had a geod rice.

The staff, largely female, seemed to be operating the estate. They were using wood dowel
rakes to gather hay and grain. Uur Intelligence and Reconnaissance company was quite
busy rounding up Russian persornel who were looting Czechs in our sccter. We were
about 2 mile from Broo and the Russian area. They szemed to treal Crechs ascaptives.
We treated Czechs as allies, making them a good field for their looting

We ran our comurunication lines on slectrical power poles keeping Len or [iesn feet
be.ow the high tension wires. Induction charged the jeep anid the wirss we were trying to
splice. Kids leoking for candy soon leamed not to touch the jeep. Only acouple of us
cauld brave the charge to do splicing which had 10 be done every mile (the length of a
recl). | got tiy repricve on the way lu canp when the jeep, going 100 fast, hugged an
inside curve in soft sand and headed for the ditch wien the driver tried to compensate and
hitthe brakes. There were no brakes and his lange shoes caught the accelerator piving s
a final spin to the fizld five feet below. The driver suffered a broken neck and I, in the
suicide seal, o dumusged back. There is not much room under a jeep when it rolls.

Two menin back, with the A frame between them, were urinjured, We lay cr. the frozen
ground in November unii} the service ambulince found us. A local lady brought a
blunket. ]exhausted my German language skills: “Du bist ein gute frau! Which | hope
wes not insulting to her. 1 did not lose consciousness and the 90 mile tip to ticld hospital
laying on mmy stomach was an ordeal 1 was on hypos for several davs and wondered at
the queue of soldiers filing past my bed. I asked one fellow what they wete deing. They




were waiting for Lheir & rays for reenlistment while I wondered about my broken back. 1
was then taken for x-ray which turned owt negative. [ koew that [ was missing the boat
home sc I carefully got to my legl and headed for the door te the surprise of the attending
nurse. Thad been immobile for eight days taking hypos from her throughout. - managed
by walking very carefully. I bitchied rides in millury vehicles t© get back 1o base.

About 2 month later [ got orders 10 ship oat to the cizarctte camps, deployed on the way
back hiome o America. Icould not lift my duffle bag and wore it out by dragging it.
‘Then finished the ‘rip with a barracks bag. I was scheduled for discharge and survived by
giving a cigarette from a K ration to a person near the depot to carry it for ne.

We returned on the George Waskington and ran into heavy seas of; of the coast of
Labrador. We lost the automatic pilct and wallowed in the trough for <8 hours. Heeling
over, it was said that we came within 3 degrees of capsize. No onc could s:and on the
decks. We slid fo the next post o7 a bulkhead. | was turning yellow with jaundice by the
time { got horme und had rot cigested any food for seme time, and missed all of the
delicious meals being served io returning veterans. [ was discharged and returned home
December 26", 1945, 1 1eturned 1o colleae for the second semester of Ly junior year, at
UW Stout, net far from my home. With the jaundice I fit right in with the malaria people.

In 1953 1 was called in lor a medical review and they found where my spine hed been
Jjumbled, which had becr: teomed as “vonlusion of the thoracic spine™. [had a
handicapping conditinn except frr the most sedenrary activities, fo: decades.

i completed my BA and went on for an MA at U of Minnesota and became a member of
Phi Delta Kappa,  Laler, ay a parn dmer with family responsibilities, I ieceived my Zhi> ai
11 of Wisconsin, Madison (1973)on the GI Bill while employed as Siate Supervisor of
Technical Education.  For over one vear imid "60°s) [ took a project with the Great Cities
Pregran for Schoel Improvement in Chicago, as a coordinator of National Conferences
un Vocelional Education.  Returning 1o Madison, I was again empleyed by The State
BRoard of Voeational, Technical and Adul; Education, (now Wisconsin Technical
Colleges} as Superviser of Technical Educazion for a few years before becoming
Assistent State Director. [ remained in that capacity for thirteen years onti. retirerment in
1983, fellowed by adjunct professorship at UW Siout, Menomenie, W1 tor three years,

We had moved back to Eau Claire, my wife’s hometewn. [ had been employed in the
Wisconsin edueation system for over 31 years, with 24-25 of those yea-s in Madison. In
1962 or 63 I was Presideat of the American Technical Education Assn.  Presently ] am
President of the Tainter Chapter of Sonsof The American Revolution.  Despire the
exigenzies of militacy service. | have managed to lead a satisfving and productive career
and am still able, at 86, to enjoy retirement and take sides on the national ceisis. 1served
on the local Schocl Boeard and ran unsuceessfully for Congress in 1994,

I was teacking in Eau Cla.re, WIin the 195(Fs, and in 1955, married Meredith Wright,
also a leacher. We have four lovely children. One son and three daughters, all of whom




