’?‘g f1Adoee

Litker,

Enclased is a 40 page diary thal | gevaloped ir 1845 from shorthand notes | kept in a small $ x 5 Geman diary which |
camied throughot, letters wittan home, and recollectionz whila they wers still fesh in my mind, cowsing the pericd ¥om the
time: the 103rd left for oversaas though the end of the war,

Assuming you don't already have access 1o it, | offer i for whatever use you might make. | was indurctad in March 1943
had basic training with the 9Tth Inf Div at Camp Swift, outside of Bastrog; attended ASTP at Texas A & M for about Smos;
and was transfemed nic the 103rd in March 1544,

My Rill name is Hallst Keith Erwn; my highest rark was PFC; ASN-39410745; discharged on 19 MNdv. 1345; bom B
March 1823 in Woodand WA lived In and was inductad from Del Morte County CA; greduated fom Univ. of Cincinnati in 1942,
received CPA certificate from Oregon in 1950; employed by the Dent. of the Air Force far 27 years; and satired in 1880,

Feel freg to use any of the enclosed matedal and good luck with your endeavor

Sincersly, r

Hallet K. Biown
P.s
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Tha 103rd Infanviyy {Cactug) Division laf Camp Howze, Texas during the last half of September 1944, |, Hallet kL
Brown, known as i K, was a membear of the 410th [nfantry Ragiment, 15t Battalion {Company DY Company O, a
heavy weapons company, consistad of one mortar (80 mm} and two machine gun (.30 caliber) plateons. | wasthe
firgt gunner, responsible for carrying the tipod and finng tha gun, of the vighth squad i mambers, second
ssction, mcond platoon.

Tha night befora wa left camp we dapt in puptenis outeide our bamacks, since the barmacke had been
completaly cleansad out and padiocked. We had been inspectad over and gver again and then once again rigt
up i the time of deparure. iImmadiately afer lunch, 5 X 6 tUCKS bagan picking up our battalion
for franaport to the railroad. One Gf from ona of our rifle companies had nct changad fom his fatigues intn
hissuntana He was not going overseas, o %0 he mid. He put up quits & struggle, bit with the help of
ssveral MPs, his faliguss wara taken off and v 'was dressed in his cotton unlform. He hen played
wconstiola He lay limp the whole tme while being carrlad fo the truck, and from there to the traln.

Finaily, at the |ast minute an ambulance took him off the train and | suppows he never went with us.

We wars assigned soam acconding to number and aach seat was coccuplad by three men. Hwasa
Pullman coach with two men in the lower and one in the upper. | shared my ssat with Donald Hudeon
fram LH#a Rack, Ade. (Ho was killsd Nov_ 29, 1944} and Leonard Seatier from Clevaland, Ohlc. Three
hights on the road, What a trip. First, we backiracked to Fort Worth and from there northeast toward Arkansas
and Tannomes. Maxtcame North Carcilina, Yirginia, O. C., Maryland, Pennaylvania, New Jersey,
and Naw Yoric Onca 3 day we stopped for 20 minutes of calisthanice and closs-ooder drll directy
auiside of whataver rallroad station we were stopped at. Our rations were short and we ware prevented from
buying anything along the way. We pazesd through Memphis near J. G, Gentiy's home in Shady Vallay, Tenn
(He was iflled Nov. 209, 1944.) Later we pamsed through Philadelphia, where William Parcell Hvad.
(He was captured on Nov. 28, 1944.) To occupy ourselves, we played cards-aimost every gama imaginabls,
including bridge. TSgt Styford, our platoon sergeant, Hudson, Lincoln Ny, (He was killed Nov. 29, 1944.) and

mysal{ were great doming fans—we played quite often at camp. On through Naw York Clty, north for about an hour
untti finally wa arrved at Camp Shanks,

The weather was very cold but the food wea excellent. The noxt 10 days were spert in getting ready
Tar shipping over. Exira winter clothing and new equipment were lmued. Everyons spentat least one full day on
¥F. | spant ona night an guard dety with Frank Horejs. {He wae kilisd Mov. 26, 1844.} All sorteof final procewsing
and inspection. Over the side of mockup ships and down rops fadders to simulate submarine attack. Durting this
weriod, everyons was given at leasl two 12-hour pames to New York City. The 30th of September was payday-
averyone had a chance to spand it on a final pasa. H was during my #irst pass that | stopped a policeman on the
strent in New York and asked him about 2 reputable jewseler. He suggestad Macy's as both reputable and
reasonable. | bought an sngagement ring, had i engraved, and mailed it o
Miss Marjorle Boumuein at Harrizon, Ohio. Then, dwrtng my |ast pase 1 tslephonad her tno find nut if whe had
racgivec Itand how she liked it Both D and C Companies hed 1o fumish KPs aboard ship; therefore,
| boarded early onthe 3rd of October. The next evenlng the resat of the ymits were loaded and on he follCwing

morning wa pullad out of New York harbor, past tha Statue of Liberty, and headed south along
tha coast

Tha treopship, Gen J. R Brookae, the flagship of the large convey, was plowing along through the heavy
=wg|ls of the Atlantic, somawhere off the coast of North Africa—that much we knew. It wasa full two-waeak
cruise. Owur ship was flanked by msveral destroyers that all but dleappeared each ims thoy hita large wava,
On our right rear was a small alrcraft camiar, upon which coold be saan saveral cullines of planes lashed
m the deck. The MM of he troop ships, as welf ax oil and supply ships, ware strung out behind.

The convoy was aleven days out of New York and the manotony remained unbroken axcapt for an oceasional
gun drill, fire drill, or subwharins drill, Once the ship hac lagged far behind tha CONVoY fOr gurindry practica.
Saveral large red balloons had been released and the multiple-barmilad .50 calibar machina quins had succasded
in hitting one. Soon the othars were out of range; than the 40 mm antlalreraft guns went into action. Their
Jccuracy leokad vory poor from my angle; the litle puffs of ancke marking the expiosion of tha dmed ahails ware
hundreds of yards from the tanget. A strong wind soon blew the balloans weil cut of their range also. The J. R
Erooke than made a few sham tums and headed back for the retreating convoy at full speed.
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In the enlisrd men's quarters on the Jnd, 4th, and 5th deck lavels the air was stuffy, full of smoke, and
reaking with the smali of sweat, garbage, and vomit. Since we ware on KP tha entire yoyage, our quariars
ware on the 3ed leval, directly below the [dichen. We were sxempt from calisthenics and had keen izwoed
maal tickats which gntitlied us to early chow. What good were they? | had not saten for 5 days Saverml
times | had stood in line, detarmired 1o fry to gataomething down, only to get right up to the food baing
smvad before | had & quit the Iine for the main deckand fresh air. | didn't anvy the fellews who had to'work & to
8 hours every second day at the garbage dieposal cana. In comparison, my [ob was eaw. | had to
hetp prepare the fesh vegetables every sacond day. This involved icading potatoes into an electric spud pealef,
pesling tumips, cutting camots or paaling onions This tnok anly about 4 hours out of avery 48. 1 do ramambar
once that we sort of went to sleep at the spud pesfer. Before wa thought to check on the potatoes, all we had left
vore about 20 round martde-sized bims,

Being on the night shift, 1 was allowed to slagp untili 10 o'dlock the following moming. Bunles cornsisd
of four canvas affairs siretched on pipes. Thess bunks wers stacked on top of sach othsr. ln addition o
the parson sleaping, the bunk contained a fully leaded duffle bag, full fiald pack, horssshos roll, paracnal
belongings, rifia balt, canteon, sideam, and life Jacket Justlike 4 sardines My bunk wasnaxt to the flocr and
had to be dpped up aach moming for gleaning the flaor. The ventilation wae very poor and the air was
unbearably hot and stuffy. After dark the ship was closed tight for biackout masons. | had meceived a package of
cookles and a carion of Orbit chewing gum from Mai just before leaving New York Because |was on the verge of
seasicknest the arntire jourmsy, | #ll aseociaie the amell of Orbit {frult) gum with that veyage.

Taking a showesr was impractical becauss of the cold Salt watar. After e first cay the Navy disconneced the
faucets on the hotwatwer. After that we all bacame vnbearably smelly. One evening we found a pair
of pliars among the knives in the kilchen. This wa took i the shower room and, unnoticad, unscrewed the hot
water Baucsts. We dared do this only in e sardy moming because of discovery. Hot sait water, although far from
ideal, was one hall of a lot batter than cold salt water for showearing.

Racreation while on board wans confined i card playing and reading. Red Dog In the mess hall was & popular
pame, before the night patrol mn us out The classic form of recation, howevar, was the old sea-bat in the
bucket tricic. A pail was fillad about 2/3 full of wainr and covered with a towel. Sgt. Dominick Grusecki had the
wuch with recrulting particlpanta The pail was brought to @ seciudad part of the deck and some curlous parson
wrged to bend over and paek undar the towel for a good lock atthe sea-bat He always straightaned up quickly

asngugh afier a resounding whack on the seat of his panis with a flat board. Many officars as weil as enlisted man
ware caught in this manner.

¥Ps wern allowad on the stem of the ship to wash ciothas Twica | Hed my dirty fatigues t¢ ropes ard dangled
tham in te water bahind the propaliers | doubt if 1t ever did much cleaning but it was more or less 2 popuiar
pestime. | read the ook, A Tree Grows In Brooddyn, one night between 9:00 PM and the following 5:00 AM.
Pockat books were pisotifel. My $2 Amwrican grean, the only money allowed upon boarding the ship, went to e
Mavy for 4 gaflon of ice cream one avening whils on KP.

The shirways ladders) from one deck to the paxt were vory hani o> navigaks during a rough sea. in
golng up, it was impeasible to lift one's foot © the next step while the ship was baing iifted ow of tha
water by a large wave. One would literally be glued to the floor. Aasocn ssthe ship went down inin the
roungh of a wave, a psreon would shoot up several #eps ata time, than stop and waituntil the ship want down
again bafors galning more ground. Going down stzirs was entrely difierent. When the ship would rise, tha siaps
memad 0 come up and meet you. | could jo down ona whole Right of stairs while the ship was rising on tha
st of a wava. Whan it terted down, | conddn'’t seem o reach my foot far encugh for the
mxt step.

Qur platoon lgader lofficar), Lt Harry Gockior, ssemed OK comparar to the othor officers. Company H
was in charge of cleaning the dacks In one insance | mmeamber Sgt. Brass, an ax-boxer, who was In chaege of
the detall. grabhing a medic from mear the head of the chow Fine and threataning to hit him it he dide'i grab a
broom and help sweap. This effort was always precaded by the PA system blaring: “Now hear this; now hear thix
Sweapars start your broomx sweep fore and aft” !t ssamad that our air mid alerts always anded up with
averyone on the wop deckand our submaring alorta with overyono balow deck; | would have thought juat the
opposite to be preferatle.
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On October 18 | was bralow deck when we passed through tiwe Syzit of Gibraltar. | did not sea the coast of
North Africa (French Morocco) when land was first sighted 1ame i the aftamoon. Sevarai fellows mid that the Rock

could not be recognized since It wasgeting so dark The avening before, bwo oil tankers had collided and one
could ba saan amoking.

The first avidaace that we wemn in the Mediterranean Sea was the perfect calmnems and smoothness of ths
waier. Tha 18th of Octobar was a beautiful day andws followed the African coast easiward before huming north.
For a ime the ship was plowing through absolute ly smacth water as far as the aeye could sae—nota ripple ora
wave—just like a mirror—completely smooth, The whole stene reminded me of the song “Relling Down tc Ric”
alhough | don't ksow why, i seemed we were sailing on a ma of glam.

It must have been the calm before the storm. Sometme late that afemoon After we had wmeod morg
due-north, the siy clouded up and we hit our worst storm. i was tarrbis—everyone who didn't get seasick
bafore, then got aick. Everyone was vomiting; the motion of the ship mada eating, slesping, reading or anything
shae impomsibla. The stoon lasted unifl midmoming of the 20th of Coiober. Rumors were fiying; we were

supposed o land ate in the aftemoon. When we sighied the coast of southem France, everycne waa ready and
willing 1o leave the ship. :

We first sighted land sast of Marseilles and after several hours of cruising west afong the coast we ware
orcered balow because of the blackout. Wa {eft the ship about 10:00 PM down the rops ladders into LCTx
Thase craft put usashors on Calizhan Basch west of Marseillen. Each man camisd every bit of aguipment
except the dufie bag. That meantfull fleld pack, herseshoe roll, gas mask, weapons snd food. | carrled
& piatol, 43 cal., kut no ammuniton, and 3 K ratons  Original insructions wers o walk inland about 9 miles and
camp for the night  We walied, moatly uphill. somstimes through villages, hit mostty fallowing highpowar
slectric lings. At the flrst reat siop | started sating the naw breakfast K ration, The frult bar was good. Tc make 2
long story short, we walked abyout 10 miles, part of the tme in the min. There wers many large bonfires as far as
one could see akang the cleared area undarthe lines. My back was aching: mveral
fellows droppad cut. About 2:00 AM we dropped exhausted and cufled up In our blankets, No ona pald any
aftertion to the rain. Wae waren aliowed to bulld fires; the snamy might see them! | dept soundly willd daylight
before shaken awaks and told to got packed as we had quike a ways i go vat.

Our total walkwas about 18 nlss.  About 10:00 AM on the 2{st. wa had been assigied curcamp sits. it was
incated on a bulidozed, wind-swept plateau outside of Marmsilles. Drders were to line up puptes
and dig foxholes. | was soon to leam that a true foxhola was very rare. Actually It s 2 square hole about
4 or 5 fest desp and perhaps 2 to 3 feet on sach sids. Any hole big enough toe get the betier part of vour body In
waa refamed o ata foxhole; however, a slitrench, a shallow french ahout 18 inches deap and long enough o
sccommodate the body was the usual thing. So we dug slitrenches in the clay alongeide our tenta.  Also they had
%o be lined up siRight: a beautiful setup for a sirafing jab. Sunny Francal What 3 g missatement. The days
wora cool and the nightsware downrigit fraezing.
| shamd a tent wih Pic. Charles F. Canul), my syuad leader, We had 6 woolan blanksts batwaan us and the
cold. We butioned beth snds of the puptent and by neatly aranging everything insids the tBnt, managed to
get inside 2nd birton oumeives in, Thers was onfy one problem; sach of ug on the average of 3 timesa night had
o getup and go © the [atins—the combinetion of the cold and slesping on the ground did somathing 0 our

binddars, What a memss, trying to get up, put shogs on and sumblae the full length of the strestin the dark b go to
the bathroom-{ust a hole in the greund.

Guard had to be pulled on the kitchen and along the company street. Food was valuable because there
Was a shortage asd avesyone washungry. The only guard | pullec was in the kitchen one night betwean
10:00 and 12:00. {ate bread and raisins bacauss that's all | could find. Some days we had C mtions-mest and

vogeiable stew, meat and beans, or hash. Gradually we began receiving B rations, stiil in cans, but 3 litle more
v rierly.

Qur batialion wasordered to Marseilles o heip unload ammunition from the ships We loadad into trocks
bsfars daylight and traveled i Wown, arriving at the port fust as i was light enough tosee. My first contact
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wlith the local population. Cigarettes ware rare to the local economy and brougitt a good price in French

Francs. Tther supply ships wore being unicaded. The French longshorermen would purpoasly drop a case of
tanned goods and there would be a scrambla for the cans. 1 brought back a tn of comed beef, which Incidentally
I never got to aat, and 2 cans of peaches, | worked in the hold of an ammo ship, unicading

105 mm howitzer emmunitien. W would load about € crates antc a platform and then attech a cabla

around it with the eye of the cable tastanad to a hook, which in tum was pulled by a donkey engine. The cable
dippad tight up around the load and the whole thing was hoisted out of the held of the ship and

directly inta a DUWEK on the dock. Larger, 155 mm ammo was handled a bit diffsrently; 3wound ciusiers each

wore lifind by 3 nose ring. These rounds were somewhat larger than the standard 106 mm reunds which ware fuel
for the work horse of the feld artitlery. There were plenty of Barrags dallpans above the docks and although the
whoia ares was one larga mass, having besn bombad several imes by tha Germans 80 of the 120 berths ware to
be onerational within the next 2 weeks

Warsellles sireets were full of outdoar latrines with a small sheat iron scresn about walst high, In other
words, about all that was screened was from the belly bution & the kneas, Urine ran into a small trough,
down i the gutter, tlong tha strest, and from there to the sea. The Giawha aarved in the Port Battalion
worked 12 hours a day, T days a week, and wane subject to ambushing and hijacking.

Back at the staging area life went on much the same. We did go out to the firing range one day bt thera was
no ammunition axcept piatol, s we had to walk all the way back. H was about a 8 mile round tip and with full
combat aquipment. | saved 7 pistol nounds just in cam, although it was not allowed. | sw
Carmean Canalfi, a faliow whao | want a0 schaool whth at Taxas A & M, along the road that day; he was attached
{o the Enginsers. | did not attend any of the cutdocr theatsrs, but rather spent much time writing lattera.

Wa ware alotted one candig per mnt, Hut this soon gave cut. In erder 2 get wome light, we slphoned

soms kerosane from the sioves and made a makeshiftiamp. i gave some lght tut soon biackened the inslde of
tha ‘mntao bad thatwe had o give up—it smoked us right out | got a pass to Marseliles the Saturday after paycay.
Each mian was aHowed 250 Francs. Tuckar ffrom Sheman, Texas) and | iook sveral plctures but | was unatile to
get them developed. We ats doughnuts and coffes atthe Red Cross for § Francs. | got a shave and haircut from a
Incal French barber, but the shave was dry and felt liks tha hair was being puiled cut. One cup of ersatz coffes
was enough—roased gmin of yome kind. And! hed a @aste of wine. [ liked neithor. 1 did not shave again until
Janyary. From November 4, 1544 © January 7, 1945 | shaved onty under my neck and around my faca snough to
leave me an Abe Lincoln appearanca. | saw Russ {Mar]'s brother who was in the Canngn Co. attached to the
411} eaveral imee while we were in the daging areas. Alsc | had a tooth flled.

Wa had two night problems also. Both were ralisving a unit under cover of darkness. We did the relleving the
first tme and the o hatialion commmandars had 2 faw hot words about who was making the most noise right at
the time we were doing the relieving. "Get your unit the hell out of my vway.” was heard very loud and clear.
Evarything went O except that Hudscn droppad his helmet on a rock while unshoukdering the machine guy. The
umpire said, "You wont last two seconds in combat Hyou keep that up.” During the other problsm we had o dig
the poaitions and be relievad. That had some compensation—we got back i camp eariiar,

Then cama the day ko mpack and uncrate the squipmant. | cut my finger rather badly on the machete and had
go to the fisld dispen=ary for bandaging. Everything had to be unwrapped from the waterproofing and cleaned.
Tha TIO callad for the 1at gunner to carry & .45 cal. avtomatic pistol. Attached tc my plstol belt was supposed to
be: a pistcl in a halster, an ammunition pouch with two clipa of ammunition, a wim cutter and tase {for what |
don't know), a maciete (for what | don't know, except o cut my finger], 2 shovel (1 was soon 1o find out what far,
and a firstaid poudh. The bulk and weight wera oo much.

Before we left, i rained very hard. The whole camp was 2 washout. The lucky ones were on high greund.
The hara clay soll soon bacamea sticky and slippary. The slitirenches filled with water. a3 did all the slaborate
drain ditches arourd sach tent.  Soon every bit of clothing and equipment was soaked, One whole day was spent
in drying o the ciathing 2nd biankets And then came Nov. 6, 1944 when the units began moving out. A funny
thing-statesda we had 10 gat dd of all white underclothes, handkarchiefs, and the like-t00 sasy to apot by the
anemy. However, mast of the officars ware conspicuously drying white undershirts, etc. The day was one of road
marches, exercisms or in 3ome manner progrmmed and planned, “something to keep busy.” Moal of the other
units had basn issvad shoe-paks—we still had shoes and leggings. Rumors wem flying thick and fast We were
going o Brast or Bardeaux or one of the other seaports which ware siill occupiad by the Gemuana Since we had

d
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Cn the evening of the &th of Dacamber wn wane ticked north again o the twn of Plaffenhofen. We dabarked
from the tucks at the squane in the centar of town and immediately ware walking in the direction of the largest
wown in the area, Merzwiller, it had sartad o drizzie by that time, 2nd about 30 minutks latar we had r=lisved the
unit that had been watching the town. They had attacked the town aarliar but had basn driven back We dug in
asbest we could In the marshy ground, and sven though thers wasno sign of snow on the ground, the
tomporature waan't very high. It was cold enough for the rain to tum to slest Mo one got any seap that night

Dec. 7and 8, 1344: Just before dawn we pulied tack about 30 yards anto a drier pisce of ground, but still in
the woads, and dug bn again. | dug in with Harrington. E. A. Brown was now the new squad leader. That day and
the next were spent in recaiving mail, sating C rations and in genera) improving the holes. In the meantime,
ariigry was being brougit up for the general assault on Merzwitiar, just acrom the Zintzet River.

We were 2 have Corps Artillery mipport, 48 plecan it made iteulf noticesable about noon of the Bth. A shart round,
just sikimming the tree tops, crashad into the top of one of them. The tree burst sant averyons hunting for & hole,
and the: arlillery received 2 good Gi cuseing. It was during the evening of tha Bth of December that Harrington
began ta talk abost his home. McGarthy had brought the mall up sarly thal avening iogether with ordom to attack
BWerszwilier marly he next meming. We were to give supporting fire 10 the amault

¥oops crosaing the river. We even had a .50 cal. maching gun In pogtion manned by soime of our unit.

Harrington and | had crawled into our hale which was covered with loge, dirt and shelterhalf. We It a candle
and read our maill. He had received a "Cear John™ Iatter from his 18 yoar old wife. Harrington had mamied young-
‘e at 18 and she 1t 14. He had besen dafted aardy, sant i Alaska, amd from thers %o the 103rd in Texaa He had
naE seen his wite axcept for 5 days In Callfornia sincs ha was drafied. Soon after he was sant to Alaska, she
moved & Callformia and got a Job. His letter that night maid she was getting a divorce and mamying her bops,
Harrington aciad very biue and discouragad-he said he didn't care what happanad to him.

Doc. 9, 1944. We wers up about 4:00 AM following ths river bank i positions procting the rallway bridge
across which e toops were to go. Seatter was camying the gun to ny fripod and during one of our § minuts
ops, got loat frors the colamn.  The andllery barrage was supposed to begin at 4:50 and last until 5:16. By the
fime Seater was located in the dark and our position estabiishad, tha zarn hotr was Fast appreaching. We had to
%t up our gun in a shallow trench, already dug, which was coverad by a fow logs and evergreen boughs. Haley
and Seattyr crawled under the logs covering the tresch while | put tha Anishing touches on the gun posttion.
immadiataly the Corps Artilery opened up—all 48 arlllery pieces, pius heavy mortarg and 4.2 in. chamical mortars.
k wastemific-for the nax( 20 minutes or 30 the exploding artillery rounds traversing up and down the opposlte
bank, tha lown, the rail yard, the hills and woods, ssemed to light up the whuls area. Asthe barrage began to
slzckan, the rifle troops began to start across the rallroad bridge. All went well for about two minutes untl
sporadic Garman artillery flre started 10 fand in the very same area that aur own artiflary had previcusly swept A
lew of the rounds ~ame asfar as our side of the river. One landed near an ovartumed hal-ack behindg which
Spurr and Mika, our runmer, wore lying.

There were several tree burstt Tha fhres of ug ware lying just below the level of the ground, with one layer of
logs over us for protection. One 83 mm round landed about 2 yards from the hele, blowing the roof off and
covering us with dirt and rocks, About two minues lter another round axploded about § feet from one comer of
the hola, bourcing usaround a bit. The fire wastoo accurate o ba guetsk war By thix time the Merzwillar batde
was In full swing. We could hear the firg fight intansify. As it was daylight by this ime, we started across what

waz laft of the milroad bridge, At the far and, lying near a shell crawer, was one dead Gl, a victim of & 105 mm
ghort round,
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It wax all of thair unit that waz laft.

Nov. 1118, 1944 Wa ware on s front line. This was our peNton of the haxt 5 days. Thé houss
wid located near the village of St. Michel. Rue La Muerthe. The only toilet was the outdoor variaty. Thara
wer twa ways o go—hold {tall day and go only after dark—or climb out the back window and crawl soms
Hyardsto it Three Frenchmen and & woman lived In the howse, but they staywed In the callar {3 tapdocr
in the living room fbor, down a ladder, into a hole under the housa, fully dirtdined} about 95% of the tims.
1 dept on some straw in a room facing the front lines. There ware two rooms upstairs, but no one stayed
thare except to acan the anamy lines with Nold glaseoa.

The house was 2 stene affalr, whitewashed, with the only source of heat a wood stove in the kitchen.
Tha fact that it was located at an intemection of three roads also made itstand out  Built on the end of the
house, 3o all you had to do was step outalde the dining room, was the bam and hayioft, all encloasd.
There ware two Cows, w0 poats, and saveral chickans, ail shut up inside the bam. Partof A Company
and our saction of D Company had to put a guard at tha door, and a guard ai the window, during the day.
Al night, wa posind two roving guarcs and two guards in a shad near the houss, in addiion to the door
guards. 1 was ove of e two men who siood guand with the machine gun In the shed near the house.

My first night 2t quard duty in the shed waswith Ssatter. The foxhole, dug in the dirt ficer of the shed,
by tha gun waavary small and full of water, 30 we 3iood up in the shed and watched the gun flashes
through the door, a5 our artdilery was trading munds with Jerry, There was a thin covering of anow on the
ground, but the night wewn't too cold, Seatter and 1 had been thare for about 15 minutes of our 2-hour
shift whan wo heard a rustiing in the part of the shed on the othar side of the machine gun. Meither of
us had been in the shed In the daytime so didn’t really know the layout of it. The nolse soundad liks somecns was
crawling Instraw. Afer sweating for about 3 minnbesto ses if the noise would siop, | sbried crawling toward it
with pistol drawn. it didn'ttake ma iong ts find cudtirst, | crawded inte the hele and got my foot and g wed-next,
| felt a wire and cage and could tell that it was full of litle animalp—abbits.

We found & cans of Argentine baef that the Gemmans had keft and tha cccupants of the houss kad triad tn
hids. With thiswe made sew, using all sorts of canned meat from paclages, carots and cabbages that the
Franchwoman went outalds fur, and potatoes and cow tumips siored in the bam. This was opped off
with hot lemonade from the K rationa  Harrdngion and | sarved it with part of a 54n-1 raton we kad.
Evaryone, including the French clvillans, joined in.

One night | volunteemd 0 walk back to our vehlcles and order supplies, and aiso get cur squad burner,
I startad back just after dark with Doc Thome, the medic from the 1st Platoon. He was going as far as the
Ald Station and | would continue on from there. Whils wo were at the Ald Stasion, a follow from one of the rifle
companies wat brcught in, He had been wounded that afemoon by artilery firs. He had a amall cut renning into
hiseya, nol %00 serious, and a large gash in his back |ust balow his shoulder. tt lookad as i
someona had scrapad a large chunk out of his hack. Thore had baen litle blesding becauvse of the high
femparature of the shrapnal. B was the firt casualty | had seen. He wanted a cigareta and sald he couldn't
wait to get Ixed up and get back with the rest of his cuthit 1 then went up the road a litle further to the
Company CP. Ther, | saw Capt Lincoln. Lt Barmes, Thomas Girard, McGuire and tha cook, all taking
itoasy. Lincoln porsuaded ma to tum around and go back, 50 | took some candles and magazines and
siarled back. | picked up Thome at the Aid Station and, after almost losing our way, made |t back just
bafore daylight

Al wernl well until Friday evening, Nev. 17. We pailed guard, ate atons, wrote (etters, talked and amgued.
Things got to be dull. However, an this paricular Friday avaning, condilons changed. Seatterand | had the
midnight shift in the rabblished. The other shift had done a e work on the fexhole—snlarged,
deepanad and put soms boards in the bottom. it now could protact one person fairly well. About 45 minuiss
afer wa had relleved the guard, as we ware standing in the doorway of the rabbit shed, Jerry startsd to
wake usupg. | could plainly hear 3 dislinct "pops™ which ssemad to comes from somawhara in front of us
About § soronds lamr thase BE mm rounds came In. Thers was 8 steadily increaning hissing and swishing
wound thatandad ix a long dawn-out whistie and a deafening explosion. All 3 rounds landed about 75 yards
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o our lafit as wa facad the lines and aightly behind us. [ didn't remember trying to dodge live artillery shelisas
part of our training. At any rate | iold Seoattar that | wan going out and @ik with one of the A Company guards and
aa¢ what he thought, since the foxhole wasn't big arcugh for twoe. { had na more gotten within whispering
iigance of the two guards whan | heard 3 mone poGping nolsss. The two guards started for a place of possible
sheltar and so did l. 1 hit he ground hugging a large manum pile near the shad. The pils was abaut 8 ft high by
3A long and 4 ft. wide. |had to almoat forcibly prevent myssif from running toward the sound of the artiliery,
thinking that the clo=er | got o the guns, the beusr chance | would have of the shefis going over my head. My
pogition was to the right of the rabbit shed and ax | lay thera | could Wil by the noise of the shelis that thess were
going w come much cdoser, Thess 3 rounds landed within the space of 4 seconds. | was lylng In a mixture of
manure, mud and anow and as the Arst round exploded beahind the shed | could hear the shrapnel going through
the shed and striking the barn or stable partof the house. The next round ssermed i come right for me as it
landed just to the right of the manure pile—between it and tha house.

1 was literally coverad with the whole top of the manure pile,

The third rouna hit the near comar of tha reol of the stable, making a tarmific noisa. | could amell the
racsmating ndar of the gunpgowder 1sad by the Gaman Army, afterwande reforred to as “dead Germana,™ as
1 lay there with my ears ringlng. As| clung to the ground, ¢ could hear the frickle of particles hitting the roof of the
rabidt shed. | knew whers thare wasanother foxhoie and all | could think of was getting into L Xt lay
near the .50 cal. machine-qun poaition in front of 2nd near the extreme right end of tha houss. In order
t get there | had 1o run acrose the face of the whole bullding, and tat Is exaclly whatl did. But thers was
somecne in the hoes-Paliz of the 1at Platoon. 1 landed on top of him just a3 3 mome rounds started on teir
wry. Thess landed on the house, blasting a large hole In the stable and in the comidor betwaen the siable
ant the haouse, kiling one cow, and doing much damags to the building. | had just run across the opering
not 10 yands from where the munds landed. We lay, scared, in the foxhole as 3 more nounds came In.
Thase wont over e howss and landed to the right of it, but bayond the croamoada Owe, | laamed later,
landad in a foxhols, killing & rifleman. After laying there for about 5 minutes, | went back to tha rabbit
shed and there wig Saatier, wafely in the foxhole, but the shad was full of shrapnel holes.

Everyone insids the housa had made lof the celiar just after the first 3 rounds came in. Two men were
woundad. Ona, in the finger-anes of the guards who | had siarted o talk #0. One, In the leg—a feliow
who had been gleaping in the corridor. But, Mendez, a Mexican-American from A GCompany had been hit
by the last round that landed near the croseroada It had hit almost squarsly in hisfoxhole. That wasthe
only shelling we got there during the 8 days. The reason ws latsr heard wasthat ana of o uniis was i have

marchad up the rad and taken the road to the extreme right at about 1:00 AM, but at the last minute had
cancaled the movament.

Nov, 19, 1944: The company was ordered back o Corps Reserve, an asignment we Iamr came to dread.
Wo withdrew o the Spider and | alapt in my blankets under some svergresn reesin the sow. | had received ons
package from home but had distriued the conents anong my saveral pockets. | still had my overcuat, ioo. So
far, it wasn't 20 bad, and we were golng back of the lines.

Nov. 20, 1344: We woam taken that moming to an assembly area whare we bullt fires and cooked mtions,
Wa were 10id to gat rid of averything that we didn't want to cany. & began %o min arcund nocn and the roads
;00N becama vary muddy. As we siarted ot walldng In two columns, we noficed a Piper Cub (artillery
observation plane) botiom-up in a nearby fisld. We kapt walkdng umill dark-and the raln came down.

Shortly afler dark, we passed by a battary of 1056 which opanad up just as'we drew alongside. The

mizzie biasts almost blew ua off onr feat and the sky ssamed o Ught ug as hright as day. Araund B:00 PM

we stopped &0 rest and have hot (?) chow brought up to us. By thistime | had decided to get rid of much of my
sxcess equipment. While we weare waiting for chow, asveral of ws cut down our packs In the dark ard

made suspendersout of tham. W was hard to keap rack of averyons and averything, disparsed a3 they were
and daricas it was among the trees and in the rain. Finally, when #he chow did amive, it wascold. Cold
mached potstoes, cold string beana, cold mast beof, and cold coffes. To top itoff, we had bumt cald
chocolate pudding with bread. The rain soon diluted everything we ate anyhow.

Immadiatmly afer chow, we unpackad our weapons from the vehiclex. | laft ali my exta equipment, including
shaving gear that| had just recalved in a package, with Bill Purcell, our jeop driver by now.
Then we inaded up and took off down the road in the dartmess | was canying the 45pound tripod for the
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machine gun. It wasn't o bad untll we approached the Meurthe Rivar. For aimost 4 hours we advanced a few
yands at a ime. | had to ding the tipod on my shoulder, taks a faw staps, then take it down again

One had 4o stay cloae o the man in frant of him or Icse him in the darkness. The probiam was that the bridge over
tha river was blown up. 'Wa had to veer to the left, down an embaniment, across some raliroad tracks to 2
emporary foot bridge {some logsand a hand cable). The rain continuad 1o come down. Saddla up—sbop, wait,
#ic., all over again—4 hours of that. Finally, | got acmas the foot bridge, with ona hand on the il and the other
balding on w0 the ripod. A perilous frip across the rvar as the watsr was rushing by Just

ander foot {wa later leamad that the foot bridge had washed out about 30 minubes aftar wa crosaad over).

We wilked along the bank of the river, up the smbankment, to the main road again. About a half mile

urther on we cama t0 a amall town, We crawled info the firt bam we came to, pulled the dry hay over ua

and az it was 4:00[n the moming immediately went o slesp.

Nov. 21, 1944 ~Only to have t5 get up at 5:00 AM. 1t wasvary haed gatling up that morming, the first day
of offensive combat We had been herded Into a position of ralfeving a unit of the 3rd Division that had
svablishad a bridgehwad and there we wers in no-man's land with nothing to do but go on. We had bsen
saking wet, having stood in the rain for about 16 hours, 3o we were pleasantly wam when ws amerged
from the hay. And very hungry—but there was nothing to aat

We organized a8 bast wo could and together with C Company staried two columns cross-country out of
wwn. Curobjective, the high ground east of St Die, Inside of three days, We filed up the strast and
climbed through a fence and acrom an open fisld. The twe columns were mparated by about35 yards and
szch man had about a 10 yard interval. | had just ertarcd the first field and was foliowing an old fance line
when one mortar round exploded batwesn two men on the column 1o rey left. Everyone hit the ground and
won thers was a try for "Medic™ imadar runds mabe ne waming nolse; the anty evidonca is the axplosicn
upon contact with something flrm). Maurice Plourd, sur Medic, was hesitating abowt going forwand but soon
another round landed with a lond explosion and much smoke very near anothar man in the same columnn,
and only afiar we had moved about 20 varda Everyone hit the pround again, but the baad of the column
kept moving ao the followers had o keep up. | was running with the tripod oh iny back and when | went
past two wounded men, | could hear one of the Medics sy that one was hit pretty badly in the stomach

and the other washit 2ightly in the lag. The action wasover for those two and several of I Y praana
o witlingness to rade places with them.

Wa continued on, winding our way up and down the hills and valleys We went comparatively slow
because a3 yat wa had not contacied the enemy. | s0on ate the K ration that was ised for noon. Several
fimes wa had o lle low in ordor for our artillery o throw a few rounds in a wooded area ahead of us
Finaily, about 2:00 that aftsmoon we came @ a riss overicoking a small villager naar the river. Our
sifieren fired a few rounds Mo the town and only two Garmana could be ssen running cut. We walkad
tirough e town thd proceeded to climb the atwep, cona-ghaped hill directly bohind it Abouttwo-thirda

of the way up, a small road wound arcund It There, rifie fire hald usup. The enemy commandad the heiglts and
kapt us from advascing.

Thers | saw my firat action. | was told %o e up my machine gun in the road and fire indirectly over the
e indo a group of evergmean trees, keeping a sisady mate of fire. 1 fingd about one and a half belts of
ammunition, which probably did nat cause any harm other than to sears the several German mldiars
tying in helas among the treea. The bullets wera glancing off the trees and rocks at a femandous rats.
Everynne seemed o b firing at once. Mover again wasl to hear 30 much Americen smal ams fire al

ona time-we werd always short of ammunition lataron. Cease fire was called out and the riflemen moved
Torwa rm.

The top of the hill wasflat with 2 small open maadow on ong aide with & thickdy wooded section on the
oiher dde unning down to the base of it The rifeman were advancing up a fafrly staeep siopa, runring
with M-13 laveled. They were following tralla bacauss of the thick underbrush, The frat riffioman fushed
8 young German midiar out of a foxhole naar the trail and as he was standing with his hands raised, the
rifleman walkad toward him to search him for weapong The Garman was vary young, about 16, dressed
In the Geman uniform with overcoat and cap. Ssvem! of the rifleman wam motioning him to come on
down the rall and apparently he thought that sincs he was captured and averyone was trying o talk to him,
he would lower his hands This was unfortunate, since he had a potaw masher, 2 Germman hard grenade
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with a |lang wooden handte for throwing, rasembling a potato mashar, on hlebelt The second rifleman
didn’t give him a chance; tWwo Quick shota in the ssomach and he fell 10 the ground to die within a lew seconds. He
wat dead whan | passd him about 3) seconds later.

The riflemen ware advanging with rifles idng—a remendous wasts of ammuniton, but as here wers
notargats, the method was very effactive. Capt. Nasly, C Company Commander, was In charge of operations. ‘We
weare going to make one last affort 1o storm the mountain top before dark. We could hear
a burp gun spitting avary so ofticn and we wanted to hunt it out batore it got dark. T Company was given
the ordarsto cut loose with evarything and slorm tha last level. There was very (e oppesition; cccaslonally a
round or two from enermy artillery would whistle threugh the tress. Tha enemy must have sensad whal wn were
attemnping hecause & of them sumandarad bafore we went over the fop. Then we jumped off with very good
swcess The rifieman quickdy claanad the ama, sxcapt for the wooded section. There was a log dugout with a
machine gun Mockdng them. | waagiven the mission 10 aither silance the gun or keep it occupied while iflemen
cauld snezk sround and throw a grenade in. | holsted my tripod and with
Hudson following with the gun, ran across the open space into a ditch just inside the woods. Thera, | et up
&nd llned up the sghis on the dugout. Everyone ok cover and Just 259000 as tha riflemen woarne ready
1 openad fire, firlng in short bursts for about two minutes  Two grenades went off but no one was in thers,

The enemy had escaped before we had surrounded them. By that fime it was dark and | had lost the

water hose to the gun. {The .30 cal water-cooied mechine gun ls complicated. It ks slow firing and takes many
men just o get it oparating. The first gunner camesthe 45 pound tripod; the second gunner carries

the gun proper, which haswater In the waier jackat and a can of ammunifion; the thid guaner carres

3 two gallon can of water, 2 water hoss and an ammunition san, The purpoas of the water into kosp the
barrel cool during firing ard allow tha stsam t condenss back Ino water.) Probably losing the hoss in the
dark was the besttving that happened, as we soon hrew away the water can and never fired the gun long
enough at one ime o gat it toa hot, after that

‘Wea were led to the far side of the plawau and were o4d 10 dig holes In preparation for 4 counlarattack
in the moming. ltwas very dark but wa acmpad at ha mcko and disttrying o dig a gun smplacament. Wa
ware sleepy and hungry and long befors we had a suitabia hole, we decidad to crawl in, cover cursaives
with branchesa and go to deep. Carroll, Hudson and | crawled im0 tha hole, but as wa had no wakch among
ug and aswe wew 20 tired, wa Immediately went t sfesp. without thinking of setting up a guard.

Even 20, | awoke quite early; we wers wedgod in so tightly and my shoe-pales wars resting onthe trall leg
of tha machine gun—my feot wars freeziag bercause of the conduction of cold through the metel 1o my et

Nov. 22.1844: Sq, we were up and prepared for anything long before dawn. The night had bsen extremaly
quiet excapt for the noiss of digging near us When dawn finally did break, nothing happened. We were
overlooking a bend In the Meurthe River and could ses 5t Die localed next o it Thens was not a sight
ofthe anemy. We stayad hidden among tha tress at the adge of the forast untl we falt sure that no action
was io e axpacied. Ssweral of the fallows were sont back for rations 2nd watar, but before noon we packed
4p our equlpment and walked back down the mountain to the town he had jug passed though. Thens |
canged wooien $ocks and startsd % prepars somehing to sat But the onder came to move out in support
of an attack an the outskins of 5t Dis. We shouldersd sur aquipmant and marched down the road only o find
after an hour's walk that there was no resistance and 30 back we want io the first town. Our sty was short
because we were ordered to the top of the moustain I continue our advance. 5o wa camied all our sguipmant
up the mountain after replenishing our K rations, weter and ammunition.

It was sarly In the aftsmoon wher we continued cur advance toward the sdge of St Die. Several
antipersonne| mings were sesn on the trail laading to the adge of town. The tips of the trip ralease could
be plainly sean stchking up through the mud along the side of the trail. The other units had not been contacted so
we siayed In an abandoned echool housea, a very madem brick bullding, with nothing but
straw on the cament floor. We movad cut at dusk, Tying to outlank 5t Die and Block tha road leading
% the East. We siopped at a amall bam and woocdshad about dark. Some .30 cal. machine guns opaned
up with tracess inthe valiey. Although the tracers were golng away from us, aimosat avaryone hit the ground

and started to craml towand the shelter of the buildings. [ sleptin the hay and got a very good sleap for a
change.
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Nov. 23, 1944: We weare up before dawn that moming. Somshow we managed to scramble around in the
¢ark and find all our squipmant and get asssmbled. Off in a single column along the hillside. 'Was were supposad
o aitschk a mnall bown which A Company was trying to outflank. Wa kept shifting pesitions in tho column but, as
the town was already taken, were assigned to another lown further on. Towand noon it
sarted to @in. We dug in alkeng a hillside road, ate K rations and tried 1o keep dry under the treex. Mo scap—
tha rain cama theough Finailly, (ath in the aftonoon, the flankdng company got in the villags. Ones doorway
was booby-fmpped and we found a house & rest infor a while. Ingide wong 12 Kraut rifles minus bolks,
standing In a clogat A closer Inspacdon revealad the miseing bolts in a drawer of a chest. 'Wa played
Geman and French "ecords on an ald phonograph. Late in the aflermnoon wa stared out again, staying away from
the roads and taking to the hillside. | packed the tripod almost all the way up and down very steep hills, a real rat
mcs. Along warnd dudsk we came out o some level fields in the distance we could s=e a small vitlage. |
carpfully sat up the machine gun to cover the appreach and give the riflemen support  The men startad 10 move
out All of a sudden Jozens.af men ssemed to pour oul of the towm, running toward s with hands up, hollering
and shouting, We folt elated; we had captured a company of Carmans without firing a shot—or 30 we thought. Wae
were wary, howsaver. and kept them covered. They tumed outtn be man, womaen, and childran running te greet
us. Several of the fllows were hugpged and kissed before thay could escape.
Wa wanted to know whame tha anemy was and how long since they had left the lown. Here wasa good
chance to polish up my German. | approached one of the clvilians and was going to ask him, “Hew many
hours sincy the Gomans nad lefi?” Mow the German expression for "What tme Is H7" I3 "Wie vi8! Unr
Ist 247" Inslsad of asking “Wie viel Stunden (hours).....", I just got out "Wie vial, " forgot hat “hours" was
*Stunden” and said "Ulr". Thatwasall that was necemary. Tha fellow quickly pulled up his sieeave
displeying G or § wristwatchas on his arm. Ha was quidk to =il me and show me the ime—Jjust as quick
ware sevaral riflemen who melieved him of every watch. So much for my sxercise in German grammar,

Wa finally found out that the anemy had laft about two hours before in a few wagons. We were hot on
thelrtrall. Across mem fialds we went It was really getling dask. We wem all sapating, but Capt. Nealy
waa determined to try o anter the next town situated on tha river. Soms of the litle Alsaian boys
were carrying our ammunitdon. Whan we finally reached the river road, it was quite dark, ao it waa decided
© spend! the night in the first house we saw. It was right next o a bridgs {demolished). We could ssa gun fire
fashes and reports an the other side of the rver. D Company bedded down in a garage. ! was o slespy nnd tirnd
that | didn't wait {5 clsar the wagon from the shad or biing in hay, butinstead, crawled on top of a ple of amall
logs. lald two chicken wire screans down and went 1o sleep. | first removed my shoe paks and as | was s warm,
my wet fast stayad wam atl night | missed pulling guard completaly. | got down and wani oulsde once. | 'was
lucky-Seatter, that night bad to throw hig longjohns away.

Nov. 24, 1944, We were up belore dawn that moming. It had ralned the whole night and as it bacame
daylight we approached a bombad-out rallioad crossing. The underpass was blocked with the wreckage so we
had to cimb over the smbankment. Qur ammunition jeaps had caught up with us the previous night,
but had to be laft at the underpesas Wo were walking along the road in double columo towand the town of Lusse
when bump gunscowd be heard to our rear. Wa aritered Lusse and siayed under cover of a fam house while
ome of us returned to the jeeps for ammunition and food. | was in the camying party. The jeeps were belng
miped al, 30 we had bo double-irme over ths embanionent and down the other side. There was nothing 1o fo but
reten by the mame mute. Afar saaking up the embanianant we zigzaggad down the other sde and ata fast
walk hurmed back W Luss, Among the equipment brought were new lightweight bed roils. Thess we asssmbled
and roiled as compactly as pasdbla. Qur unlt then split up, half going up the main road and half climbing the
swep hill and flanking the next town. | was among thoss who climbed the hill. After two hours of maneuvering
without mesting opposidon, we came out upon an open hilsite overiooking the town.

From thert we could sse dozens of prisoners being marched toward tha rear. Our other unit had met and
captired the cpposition and had alae baen fired upon by the 3d Batslion on the left The two men wounded In G
Company had been misahken for enemy troops by riflamarn. By this time an sffective detour had basn madae and
our vehicles were once agaln with ua In addition, we had 4 tank desiroyers, tank type vehicles with a 80 mm gun
each but no cover hatch on the lank. We ware at the bot of one of the highest peaks of the Voagas Mouniains
T naxtday meantclimbing siraight up, Roadblockswers ssablished, machine guns 8ot up and two-hour guard
duty was the order. Seatier and |, Hudson and Harrington, Carroll and semaana from the other squad manned our
gun. We slapt in a haymow in our new slaeping baga
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Nov. 25, 1944: We started walking earky that moming behind the 4 tank dostroyers. We ware loaded down
with walnuts and apples from the own, Asthe road bacams steeper, much of our heaviar equipmant was put on
e TDa, Around noon wa cama o tha summdt of the Vosges; there wa met the other two battalions
Ahead of me | saw our Ragimantal Commandsr and twe other officars One was our Battallon Commandar:
the other was apparently the commander of another battation. Just ax | walked by tha three of themn, | heard
our Bettalion Commander say, "Colonel, let my bauzlion ke Me laad; we'ne freshar.” | thought 1o mysal,

"How does he know how frash | am?™ He muat have won, becauss our batialion took tha lead and started down
the steap slope inio the Rhine Valley, The scenery was Alpine in nature, with the stsep slopes coverad
with a thick carpet of grasa | hopped a ride on a jesp taller near the bottorn of the alope. It was dusk as we

approached the owiskirts of Grubbe. (Node: After the war, the local pecple changed the name of this village
to Fouchy}

Our point was nat by machine gun fire. Immeadiately the vehicles ware abandeoned by evaryone. The
leact ank degiroyer with fifty-calibers firlng samad towand the first rcadblock. We ware hakd up about |5
minukss hafore the roadblock waa cleared and we antersd town. Our section was billsted In 3 bakery at
the exireme eastan snd of the town. A bugs plle of logs lay stackad up betwean the wo end basitdings,
eflsciivaly biocKIng all entrance or exit from the IowWn. From tis pile ran an slectic wire, indicating an
auploddve chamge wnder the roadblock. | w8t up tha machine gun heyond the rondblock right nexisn the
road and alongside a half-Anished sione walt (about 29t high). | sighted the machine gun down the road
and locked the treversing mechanhim just wivem the road took its fimt band (aDOUT 100 yaras. | put the gun
at half-cock and a3 it wasalready 8:00 PM by this tme, Seatter and | took the Rrst shiftat guard.

So-the stage was set for one of the many sirangs incidenis of war. Behind us wasa riflemen snd In the
doorway of the house acmoes the strest from us was another rifleman. Seatisr, who usuaily carried a carbine, had
tyutatively baen assignad as a jesp driver and had left his carbine in the Jeap. About 10 minukes bators 10:00 PM |
asad Ssatterto go in and wake up our elisf. He told me to ga In Inetead, as he had gone in sarly in the past. |
want inside the bakery whem the wamth and sinell of baking bread was sweet | went through the firg om int
tha second whare the Owens wers {ocated. | had no more than just closed the second deor whan | heard the
wolund of a jeap coming up the road full spaed from the direction of the enemy lince. Soattor lator tokd me what
happened. Downthe road coming very fast appearsd a vehicla, just its Blackout fights visible. It sioppad short of
the roadblock In @ sidd and a Gemman officer got oul and bagan io spout German. Seatter tried 1o swing the
machine gun around o covar the vehicle {one of thesa right hand Austindyps fouring cars). But the gun was
locked in poaltton covering the bend in the road 100 yards away. He than wiad 1o (it tha whols gun, tripad and ali,
byt ¢ouldn't. He didn't have a pistol or rifle, 30 he yelled "Jawohl™ and "Fire-theyre Garmank™ That lithe car did
a doubletime about face and ook of in a cloud of mud with the two riflemen opaning fire. Seatter Immediately
ducked down behind the sione wall, but asthe vehicle disappeared, he went back to e machine gua thinking he
woidd start firing s soan &3 it approached the bend in the mad  He forgot that il wason halkoock; it wouldn't fire
unieas the bolt was pallad back ens more Hme. | got back o the owhide door just as the drivar shifted imo second
gear. | never saw anything happen with so much of a colncidence. That it should come when we only had one
man on the gun; that the snemy wae more sonfused than we wore to come traring down the road inin our linex;
that it was our first experience of that kind; that Seatter didi't have a hand gun; that he didn't react fast enough to
ynlock the maching gun i cover the vehicle; that e wasn't able & pul the gun in a hil-fire position; and maybe

best of all that { wasn't ths one who had to face the situation. I've oflen thought since |ust exactly what | would
have dong under the same circumstances.

Mov. 2%, 1844: Sunday. We cleaned up and wrola latlers and about 1100 AM had 2 turkey sandwich
{ guess this was cur Thankagiving dinner). We pulled guard al: day until we left at 3:00 that afemoon. Everyone
was guite aware hat the enerny knew where we wire and was axpecting us-he had checked us
out personally the night before. Grubbe was beng shalled off and on all day by German 38s. In one
instance while Hudson was pulling guard on the steps of the bakery, an arfllery round landed on the roof
showering him with bita of broken tila. Wa took offin a two-columus fomagon down tie mad and acress
4 anall river. The naxt town, Ville, was only about 2 miles away. German amtilery bogan to fall in arn |
increasing guantly in Grubbe and along the road. Ons unittried to outflank Vitle from the left by climbing
a amail hill, while our ssction supporied the frontal atlack of C Company. The 4 TDs vwere firing at the
outer defanses of Ville while riflemen were following the ditich along the road in crder 1o find cover befos
our @xpactad artllery bamage. The air wasfull of amail amns fire. Budlets seemed to be fiying sverywhers.
Three of tha TDa ware bahind a cover of the curve of the rozd whits the laad vahida wasfiring from a podition at
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a croggroad in frent of the first road block.

My squad wadurdered to give covaring fire t© the riflemen by pappanng all buildings facirg our frant We
duckad into 2 small courtyard and while Lt Geckler was knocking the doar dowry we attempied to ey claar of the
ricocheting lead and shmpnel. Plourd, our Madic, wasaxtremely nervous. He grabbed my amn and peinted to an
upataits windew of an adjoining house, shouting for ma to fre at something he had seen In the window. With tha
ipod on my back, | pulled my .45 piatol and fired three rounds inko the window. The frama window wasz apsn
fram the bottom and white curtains wers waving. | never saw whers my three shots went: there was no broken
glass and no svidancs of a hit on the outside of the housa. | like to think that, at about 80 feet, | put ali three shots
right through thai window, By this ime the door had been broken down and we carried our equipment up to the
second floor. The window facing the town of Ville was too high fof using the tripod, o we set the gun down on
the window sill and fired about one halt. Hudson wanded %0 fir e gun ao wa piut In another belt and he fired at
e church steeple, just in case it was belng used for a Garman artilery obsarvation post.

The town of Ville waa being msoftened up by our artillary. Our sacton was puliad out of the house and ordarad
to positions near the front of the lead rifte platoon in order o pive support bo the rilemen. Owur squad was ffrat
Carroll ok off, fellowing the smbariament of the road around I Where the first @k destroyer was positioned.
Ws had 1o ryn crsuched low to stay below the hail of lead goinp both ways | followad next, unnbng across a
litie opan space where the embankment was open to allow for drainage. Hudson followed with the gun and then
cama the ammo bearars Naxt cams our sction™s 2th squad, with Tecker camying he tripod. Tucker slipped in
crossing the oper space, 91§ and cut his knes wide open on a broksn botte Wing in the grasa That wasail for
him for the duration. Plourd wentback to help him, while someons grabbed his triped. Qur artliery was coming
in (1088). A shortround landed about 20 yards fo our rear in the open fiold, and a pleca of tva shrapme! wre a
chunk oul of a rifleman’sanm and back, the third man from me along the bank

Capt Neely waa calling for the heavias jour .30 cal. machine guns). | est up my gun among some logs s lits 1o
#he rear and i one aide of the TD. | had to keap firng at the rcacblock, windows, dourways-anything to keep the
anemy from firfing back, while our trvops circied the first two streets and ired io outflank the readblock sirong
point. 1 muat hava firsd 2 or 3 belty, intermitantly, becauso the gun was starting to steam. The last of the riflamen
started to move up and =o did our section. 'We had o run, first hehind the TD, then dart anound it and mn for the
shefter of several bulldings near the roadblock. We wers ready o Move into the main part of bown when we
discoversd that the 2nd Section was nowhere &0 be lound. | was sent back to tontact tham and o tall them to
hurry up, that they were halding up operations. By that tims it was geting dusic | dropped my tripod on the
greund and Hudson set the gun in the mount with the muzzis pointing wwarg the ground (a temporany pesition,
since we were golng to pick them up vary won and move aut). | gotasfar asthe TD when | saw Sot. Stanlay
Panoske and wid him 00 burry up. When we were ail togethar, | steoped over to pick up the tipod, walting for
Huadaon to first liftthe gun, when a food axplosion mary tock my helmat off, My earsrang. The machine gun had
net been cleared-there was still one round i the chambar had besn o0 eXcitad and had forgottan 2 very
important basic mfety precaution, hat Is o ahwrays dear the gun H you don't expact to be Aring it Just as my
head wasievel with the gun. it had gone off into the