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figime WL1E
Donf o the A% Regident, 1832vd infanhow
Divizion and went wo on ling Detenbior 1,1%44, Ve wmese Lo ST RN
o oobr combat unilo. Mu Fivs:t oneeonbter wi by canbat was
nolse nof artillery coming Throagh Lthe town ¢f 58001

sety recentily beeng, liberabed by the 1083rd. They drowe Lhrcoogn a
tAarige plara ] , Bein Fielel Ao o coliaie

T n
UePE foreaning 85 heir 4'.PE bring s#adhed. presumab .y for
cerllalavas Ing Wits the Bermans duPiﬂi she veolpation.  Then we
found o wuniz, E CO. and were up on "

Lowgms Ao bpmaed bo O

Fm o now chLﬁcemEhtf Y found it an exciting yet bowildeoring
pxperience. 1t was loud, the artillery shelis landing in wsassive
~umbers. Were they fheive 0F were they ours? Nevertheless, naone
chruel close so dav Roslfion. T4 must hawve bhaen Apnoeicon “ive
coelliing Selgstat in preparation For the infanbry scsault.

Mure "ot nF" entailed tvossirg 2 strean. A plataon scoous
ssesured is 1t wes ankle deep. Apparenily Hg hadn't croseed oeer
to Lhe other side, bDecasse sSaduienly wh were Walab-Tiyh dn walerr
socrambl ing our woy oot GAp the cthar %Pre. We were soakifny waist-—
dawn. Glbel it was December lol, Lhie day was socinns aand wem=m.

He ran down the ri%£j§&F were now ir battle on the at-eets of
Selestak. David and I taook fturns. I coweres Mig crossing Lhe
/E;trce{, neld covor mea We wore in a city. Na Ffoxheles to dig.

Y /0n oy about December 10th, 1 was promobted to PFG, a rvank I helid
wontll I wa:s muctered cubk in Movemher, 1045 We wever Amw oo th B F
Sbrasbirg, Ehe cepital of Alsare. I had 2 growing monca:n
because a4t home, wife was due to deliver clv second child.
Whenersy wa dr*ew%ﬁﬁd I rould get te the chaplain, I maede
imguiry &s ta when the mew corilad had bBeen bora,

IL w3t hiave been around Christmas and we were lodped ir o Tarm.
e chatted with the farmer®s with some freguency. My Geyrman wac
FilLens. ) The =aaid that she moted my wisits o the chaplain and
said *hat mecause T was such a goetd Cathelic and was engaged in
such o dangerous task, she had something o give me and presonted
me wWwith @ pedallion of & faint. She said it weowld breing we good
lueli. Ehe said thew had a tieck sow, 0 ber hushand went to the
Cathedrol in Strascbouwrg, prayed tor the pligts rvecovery, and
lveinghs fhe sains medallion.  The zow receoevered. The medallios
wac hleps<ed and was givew te me. IF it did it for the pifg, why
Mt Tar mEa

IF coavse I digntt tell her that I was Jewish, that my new bady
viags dag_ any cay ard bitak 1% Wwaz My SOUTNCEITR. My =zon, Danmy, woo
Forn an n;@'Er‘d. 1 got word shortly theveafier. NMow | had to
supyivs the wa¥and rebue home T sea my <nn,

We stayed i an apartmaent hotss, appeaventliy belonging t3 a highly
ranpked German officer. The =si1gns baspoke a hasty —eireat, iood
Tefhk arcund, eguipment and a partially stochked liguor closet, Do
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e liberalwd Lue ligquuor. #As the newest nemnber of the suad. T
had to take last choice, a lovelw tﬂt'h]FW ing a few Dunces

o7 Beredictine ligueur, a celicigu: afte“kdrink that pleased npe
immenoily.

R few cays latsr, we were velieved by the Z6th Divicion a-d

sbarted op naebia. Afler a birief Gerwen sworlar havrage, wWe were
On  Our Way.




Somewhzre in my reading op WWII-—it must have been some militars

Mistors of bthe war-—it wag stated that when the Germans knew that thay

lost ta2 Paktle of the Bulde. they atbemPt et ansther syrfrise

of fensive to the South. One of these dass [“m 9o0ind to look into ik,

If that is the caze, that was cur exPerdience uwhen we had ta make a run

for i€ from our Forward Position on Jan, 19th and that was the l%:e
e

o{ Ehe German sction which overran Kindweiler and captured the
Flataon.

Those of vz Ln “E" Co, who "ran® that Saturday nioht over those Loy
roadas aill neve+ fopget that night, MWe were stuck ot there about 2%
miles in front of aur lines with the Germans on three sides of us——in
fromb, on our riSht, and on gur left, The 48%th was out Front with the
Znal Batbalion out front in the 489th—~"E" Co. in the forward Battalion
Fozition, and my Platoon <2nd? in the Point. Four of us had made a2
dagaut (Shattuck and me--1 can“t remember the other tWwo 9uYs) with the
rest oo the platoon Placed behind us, So I beligued I had ndde the
londess trek back to ocur lines. ke were told to resssemble at the
Village a faw km behind our line in the svening. HIL afternocn | wis
waiting for some cutfit ta reliewe us, hut they wnever 3pPeared and we
abandoned owr forwsrd Position.

1 couldn’t. keeP uP in Lthat retreat and didn't Set back to "E" Co. until
the Tueday (220472, The Znd Platoon was in Kindweiler then ard we
religved Zhem, Before we went WP to Kindweiler: we Q0% our mail, beer
ration and Packasss., A 9raus of us gatnered in 3 dudout to drink our
beer asd live it wf a bit., Pob Musser was tezachind us the Muscatine
H.Z. Flaht Sono,

ke Pasted the Znd Platoon hesded back to Co. lines is we (3pd Flatoon)
taok ower i Kinduziler, There was the usual banber betuwesn our
Platoons as we Pasged: and the dsuzl warning ta vs, "wou’ll he sarry,"
In a more serious vein we were told that there were Peculiar roises.
the Krauts were ub tn enmethipq,

I helirve our thres squads were holed UP 0 three Aif ferent houses Ln
the willage, Mlitoon His (Lt. Ellisons 24t. Barnes and Platoon runness
wete Wlth we--olr Position).

There uere noizes comind From the German Positions—tanks movind UR?.
cther equirment. trucks, R Germzn soldier was lasing telePhone lines
rigkht vP to ook hds, He was 35 and we book kMim Prisoner, He was an
arragant. S.0.08.

be were doing our "2 on. 4 afft. ] drer the 2-4 am Suara. and Lhe
naise {rom the German Pozition was clearly audible. The souwnds, the
feel Lhat zomethiny was brewird 1 Foued wnneruing.  Ususlly whea I came
in fron Suard. I keaded For my slesping Place and was asleep before mu
head hit kthe "Pillow™. But, that night I couldnt zleekr. It was
gcard. The zounds weren’t right. dasn 't that bBelaa battiswise? 1
fead, wroke 3 lebter. AL 5 awm the [uard (I can™t remember who it ws)
came renmind in to 234 we were uncs atback and to 92t autk and defend
oupr- Position.

I was vith Jack Raine:. WNe Put on our "coszts," ba¥¥dolisrs, Picked up
Qur Grenades, helrets, and weapons, As [ 9ot aut the door, about 2 or
4 steps abwve yard level, the tracers were all groued ys. Some of us
returned ¥1re 1a the direction of the incoming Fire, He coulchn't =ee
and taeQet=,




Somecme sald tihat Ellison and Barnes lere drunk and coildn’t he roused,
I later learned from Barnes that thak was nat true. PBarnes told me
that Lt. Ellison hzated the 2 ons 4 off 20 he 4= Barnes would take
ilterrate 24 heur—shiftz. Then Ellison would slesp deeplu. Barne:s
couldn’t wake Elllson that morning =0 theu were both cartured in the
hae. hoiece,

The Germans came down the main street of Kirdueiler, on ower left, and

UL ws ofF from our lines. 1 mould see some Germans on the fields to

cur risht in white Parkas, I wzs with Rainey and g2lled to him not o
let thsm @&t behind us and Proceeted to “limb backyard fences to keep

the Germans in frort of me. Rainey wagn’t with me. PerhaPs he didn't
even hzar md warning,

I didn’t quite 90 ta the end of the willage. It was still dapk so I
could cross the read undetected, There wis. a4 line of trees, =Paced
about 23 wds, aPpaprt runming dewn the hill to the creek and oup
Position. [ stood beside & treo wWatching twn Gerwans standing Gpard at
the edae of Xindueiler. They were about 568 wvards avay and [ could have
chot them., antd I don t khnow how 1ond I stood there traing o declide
whather to shoot or ta leave. My mrin concern was that if | aok then,
the Germanz might take 1t out on our 9u¥e who uere diurely captives by
ther, There wesre no soaunds of Firtn2, [ unlatetied my rifle--] can-t
tell yvou how many times. In Ehe end. it was daunird and 1 decided
a2ainst =hootind and dashed from tree to tree Back to aur Positian.

bhen I gob back, I found oue CPL in hosterics with our medic treind to
calm him. CaP4. Stewvenson wanted to ¥nouw WAy I dide't stay and Fioht.
(e had 2 difficule reldationshie after he'd sent aue P latocon inks a
trap ir Dee. That’s avother stary. )

Later, when [ saw Andy Birnes at the 1G3rd retnion it 1978, ke said
thes found the Platoon roster dnd coulda’t account far me. They
thoudht T might have been shot. Eliison and Barnes were seParated from
tre enlisted men and Barnez never Sak any af the obther rmartives.

Raines called my wife on his return to the States. They uere freed In
tate APril. Mainly he wanted to know if I kad survived Kindweller ard
bewond,

I wonld never Permit musszle +o become a POW under the Gerpans. As 4
Jen=-it mas o My dod tass—I eay 211 kinds of Possibiliky that the
Getman= would kill me as Lhey were kKilling the Jewz of EurcPe, That
Was 4 Powerful mobivation for my escaking Kindusiler.

I hawe never writien out £hia Accounl nor recited 1t 1n this detail
befare. Mainly, thiz may ke 3 boring incident for one reading it.

Alzo. 1% was a vers Fain B;;i ,Lcuu ]c,:.f}{”}
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991 Mohawk
Sort Callina, CO BRSIT
Fugust 2@, @@

“ir:s Rosenblug end W:llism Miles, authors
Harcourt, Brare, Janovich, Fabil.

111 Fifth RAverue

New York, NY 10@23

cear Ms Roacenblum and My, MMileong

I an a veteran of "2 20, Ond Pattalian, 4@%th Iafaniry Regiment which
i Al lude tn in The | iheratorce fpp. SB8FF). I avidly read yoar Sco:s about the
?6hst Tank Battalion and have also seen the vidso tape about thes.

You have written a great booy about a7 edceptionally nood Fighting
cutfit. The theme o segrejation and abuse of African-Ame-ican soldiers
teeded abring,  I'd Dike Lo believe toat mazy whiie soldiers were alsg
cghravated by racism in Werld War 1. It bothered me t3 hHear white GIzs baass
about beating up blacks — alwayes oatnumbering the Of-izan-Americans they
sttacked. It made me conscicus of putspokes Bigobeye 1711 edun ba Shat
there below, but let me tell you asoot my erpe-:ence with the 7ELst and the
break through of the Siegfried Line.

"E" Cospany twi:ce fougat alongside the 76lst. I can't -emember the date
cr the place of pur “irst ozoasion. If would nave been in nacthern flsace
revtapz driving thie Germans ont nf Selr. My Manpany cams in aehind the 7hlet_
They betterec the fGevmans so thoroughly that it became sn easy, caslaliy—fres
ccocwpation of the town Tor s,

You weite about the 7blst fighting with the Secend Battalian ipp.
E@BTT. )iy Lreaking LYhruugly bhee Siegfeiegds Lo redc ) Mlingenmupster, My
reccllection of that operatisn, March Z¥-E ic vivid t3 thic day. [ watched
the borbardeent ahd shelling af a fortified village. Taen we gobt werd that we
sould ke deplcyed on top of tanks fer a breaktaroagh to Hlingenoonsters-. Mot
pe the important information was that "E" would be on the point and that
Aithin the Coapany, sy platien and my sguad wouid be in the lead. Jur Coszany
had already cuffered heavy casualties. In sy squad, I was thFe only remsaining
saleier frowm the squad I had joined, and from our platoan ponly twe pr throe of
us had not yet keer casualtiss. Thus, I wound up sitting on the lead tank,

Ferchec on toep of & tank was a daunting procpect. However when I caw
that it was the T&ist, my spirifs spared because they were siLCch an putstanding
tatfit. ke ctarted our action in the evening. Tre tands Aeve shaoking up
everyiting in sight, nothing comirg in against us, At one print, a“ter
ridnight, we cverran a rebreating Gevman Divisiorn,  The 7olst res roght
threugt thtem. Men, squipment, even howses were scatbtered all over 4he plarce.
t1 da vecsll reading a report aof that operation in either Time ar Newsweehl,
On we crowe inka Mlingenmunster,

I may fave been the only casualty of that operation, bu.t I was noat
wonndar, I had cartracted hepatitis, had been inable ts eat much of anything
for & week, but because [ was "battle-wise™ and needed, ! hacn’t been
evacuated. In H11rgar!|nun5ter‘ WRICH kWe Peached at dawh, | redember some




tankers fiting at & Serdan emplacesnens oa a hill overlaooking she town. I
proposed goling up the nill ta clean tnem ous. Evicently, at that point !
collapsed, ard it was affernoon when they came for me and evacuated me to a
hospital.

That "E" Company soldiers were riding on top of the tanks of the 78ist
Was not nated in yne accaunk of the dvive an Klingehmostar, but 3t is part of
the story you allude to an the srsaktirough.

Cne i1gpact of that experience 1z taat 1t pud to rzst, particolariyv “or
s in the Znd Battalion, the canard that the African-AmMerican troops cenldn’t
fight. The wvidev btage clalms Lol L 750al werewe Lhe bexl Lankers on the ETC
1 don*t have a persanal ewperienre which codld verify the treuth of the
assertion, but they were awfully good. I dp believe that they saved my i:fe
in a hazardous situskior, Donviny the 761z3% the highest commendation is &
scandal.

It ic alcs worth nobking that afzer the war, thore were nanv vats wha
fawored an end to cegregatien in %5e armed forces, Whet I returned to
Clviilan [ife 1in Los Hngelecs, [ jaoined the FAmerican Legion, and we WWIT vets
trizd to desegregate ocur American egion poskt. MWz were a Tew vazes chairt and
that effort failed. However, nany of us then abandomed the Lepion anc foramsd

a past of the Amerigan Yeterans Committee (IVCH. That o-ganizatisn - "We are
citizen's first, and veterans second" - included African fmericans and also
Women,

In this respexl, the sbrugylzs of the 76let pgained success on boih
frodts, in the ETQ 1 the struggle agsainst the Maz:s and for first-class
pitizenship for African American szryvicemen,

Eincerely yours,

J. Leo Cefkin, formerly PIC, "E' [n, 4@9%% Reqz., 10Sed Tnfantey Diel}




