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) lo-adedmsaneﬁnﬂytlnd;woods,aﬁw

John T. Dorsey Co. K 411th

Sessenheim, January 1‘:9"4, 1945 .

A&&&eﬁm&ﬂulbﬂﬂﬁmsmkaﬂmmmm&lmmme
entire division was inoved back eastward to Alsace again. But tie situation there was:different
from whatit had been when weé left in December. The'BamedﬁneBﬂge"nuylnvee:dmnsted

Germany’s last offensive capacity. But it had also serigusly blunteid the Western Allies’ drive totake P -

ﬁem&ew&b@kdﬁ&khmxﬁemw?mﬂmwwﬁlehma
armies battéred inexorably into eastern

We lad been hauled some dislmoemtmdsm]atmyl&]%i Amnndb‘ﬂcweun—

Ailometers east of (Hagemm,mtum,xsabmt

25 Kilometers north of Strasbourg.) Itwsqnd;wemﬂdn’tmhmauyatﬂletyln,ﬂwdis-
tance, 50 we assumed that we must be some distance from the line. Word came-down thiat we'
in this area all might. %mqu&dmt&ﬁuﬂﬁgaﬁthmiﬁsbd@m. Bﬁtwewereb
nmhmaﬂad«nt—msnohng,mmeptmﬂ»hde& Sarmiedas:fwewueﬁlﬂydose,
after all.

I%dmnnungwegotthew«dm&em 'Iheﬁtstmd'lhrdBaﬁahmsdour
regiment, the 411th, along with a battalios from the 410th Regament - were now the riin part of 4

“combat team”, the other part ofwhdtwmldbem—aght(iﬂ\em,of&eﬂlstkrk&mﬁ&n }

We,ﬂneﬁndﬂdhhmof&eﬂlﬂ:hﬁﬁry beeplnmoﬂmoutﬁt&ead of us to the )
east in the edge of the forest: Mwo:kmgwﬂhthehﬂssvmwould&dcévﬂagemed

S&a&aﬂymahmadphm. Smmlunxsmaslnﬂmﬁlelﬂoda;makmg&waym 3

thie Rhine, which is only a couple of kilometers more to the east: -
’ mcmmmmmmmmmam andwewete
now in that area. By taking Sessenheim, we were.iold, we would thwart their attack, throw them °

: o&bdmllmewasndmdxu&ﬂxgmmwhtmmsmmmwhdkm&mmtﬁt
- or outfits we would goup against.-- (thu:welemedﬂneymdndedsomewssmm P

wouldnotlwvebemmgaxded‘xsgoodm) Wewmﬂm&whythebrassﬂmngﬁtye’dneed

ﬂnt,alwaysmgloomymus,‘&ebadadsdmaﬂlay Atﬁlle:ywsﬂxedmadwoﬂhemfanny-; .

man.
2 Behedawnﬂiene:dday;ﬁ\elﬁh,wemoved outakmgamadﬂuﬁughthem!sﬂyyme
fomst. Soon the outfit we were replacing beganinoving past us toward the rearin a coluinn of

twaos, as we moved forward in the same formation. - 'l’beywaebednggled.unslmmddy' ae ©

wearyJooking, and mostly quiet. A they filéd out 2nd we filed in, a few of them offeved their own
succinct briefings, _such as “Tough shit, boys,"-or *You poorbastards are in for it™ . .~
Miﬁbmaﬂnwmmmmmmwbyamm

2 Manyofmrguyshadhadﬂmhdmelspmmﬂwlﬁhha&mm Thad dediged whatI'

z

ﬁgmd\mmopmnmta&un&mmﬂaggmdhdmsmhdddawﬁtemof S
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cloth to stretch over mine. 'Il_xisIliadbynowl‘akeno&andstuffedintoapod(et These woodshad

beenéhenedalot,andtree&uh_ks,shnéing,leaxﬁn& Qtdomx,lookedblachomeoEﬁ\etmops

. Wewere r,égl_adnggﬁ!u\ed.at.ﬂ\oseWiﬁ}Wﬁteh’e]meB-and said “Target-heads,” ' ’
. Inmstnothavebetnalmqinﬁﬁnkingaﬂwmnotﬁghtinﬂﬁsdtuaﬁm Couldn’t put my

ﬁngetmit—itjusthadabgi&d;onemhmmphmob—ldm'tm\émberwho—beganjol

When Kipgen Yold him to catch up, he said, “I can’t. ¥m not going this time."- K

‘ joined the dialogue: “You think
We aint scared, you son of a bitch?“How do you get to be one s0.scared you don't have to go?” Kip
. gave him a shove and anothier word ortwo, and the guy, sniffling by now, moved ahead and-took
. hisplace againinthe columm..-. - - o ' . ’

. Aswegadmmu;eeageofu;ewoods;wémuldmmmeaxugﬁndmgofﬁ;e' '
tanks that were joini S 7w i E

We hit the ground, buit.could hear enough-of the tonal dhange of the whine to ey we
. Boing to hit-cdlose. About-a dazen cracking explosions, a few hundred metersbelnnd. The tank-
- engines ground on. Jeez, why.couldn't they putbetter mufflers on those things?-

Nomore88s, Aﬁaﬁafewnﬁnutns{ we moved on. Bﬁtnbw-wg‘knewghat_ they knew that

ES r ¥ - Word came down ﬂﬁwewoa&hﬁbehpoﬁﬁm .
longenmgﬁmdigmsoeadlbfus’lobkédmﬁarmymwm -
g . Butwhmmcthrsbegmhmmekynmybmsﬁngh&keesdmweuséwin&mﬁng
e, had décent shelter. Wewmwﬂ@mdmﬁhﬁaﬁsa&b&i&m&ecaﬁﬁx
“Medic! Medicl” muldb,ehea:d.-lwmndered_fnwxﬁmyMeS'KCWmhlﬁng. S
ShouldlavebemﬂmiwmieagbmtlandLleadmgmtmﬂahmﬁnhﬂs o
e Imatﬂtee&geofﬁn&woodsahdlndadear@—cfﬂﬁm The tanks, eachfol- ™
Iovquby'acdirpleofégqusfrpnxl,orL

sahe, m&s&mzeoneﬁgured

Theleadiankhadmdledtheedge ofﬁxevillage,wherei}adbeaxhitaxd opped. The -
ith it he it in the open were
bein lntmeafterme(ﬂ\e;bythose&sﬁxﬁxgpmmank From four or five of the tanks, the top-
- had flown open and their crews had piled out-and begun amad dash back across the plain where
* they’d come from_ The tops didn’t open‘on the others; they were smoking, having apparenfly
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766, 1. was on the faculty of Vanderbilt k

been stopped by shells that had pierced t‘henannorand pmbablyhlled ‘their crews. Tt was misses

*by some of those 88s that came in our general direction, making such fearful noise.

- Theophmofhkmgoffforﬂmreatwasmtopmtothenﬂemmwhohadgmemﬁwxm
the tarks at the head of the column.. Those ddsest to the Village had rushed it seeking cover. Many
others were scattered onthegroundmthewakesof‘themks,hlledorwounded—orplaymg .
dead., Onlythosefdlowmgﬂxe]astfew’tankswereable tomakeareastmablyordedywﬂh—

i drawal—alﬂmugh”ordedy" ’has to beunderstood here in an elasticsense: It looked like a total
wxpe—outofﬂxeta:ds,mdavuyhghpmpothmoﬂmmﬂxetwonﬂemmpmm {The :
- regimenital history, Bthmyazslanmxa’ P9 gaveIGompany's*msteraftawaxﬂ as28and I'sas

50. Assuming 150 in each company going iy L €o."s losses were over:80. per cent; and Is were over
67 pet-cent. Anunslntedbutp@ablysgmﬁmtnunﬂ)etofﬂ\esewere caphired;inside
Sesseriheim. K Company’s losses wereniot listed, They were less drarriafic, for we remained in

" reserve all day-and took only a routine nuinber of casualties;;mainly from mortars.)

Anotlmxfoohdetoﬂxewxpemtd&ehnkumtdmv&mﬂusmYmhtegleﬁSor
Iniversity mNadmlIe,Tennesee.Ifeilmtoamvmtxon
wrﬂlDaveKayser,ﬁ\edmedord&el g ity Libraries. I.doni't recall how the discussion -
movedtosuehaaxbyed,buttth:niedmtﬁntﬁelud.beenamp&uxmdﬁtgeciﬁloseaghtmﬂcs
of the 781st Tank Battalion. I-Iehadbemanxmg:ﬂle}ndgrmwhopoppedoutdmemp of their

. hnkmdsetmmrdsforthedmhbagly 'ihewoods.;ﬂuthe_relmsnbemdﬂlemme“mheim"

from an even more h:

paspec_h b ETES
. Byﬂmnxtwashtemouung,andﬁmo:deremedmvnfotKCo.mslufttommnghh -
staymgmthe edge of the forest, Qurnmement,of afewlmﬂredyardsmustluvebeenvxs’ble to

supphes dammtmmmandwaewel&mmed-monoxmposiﬁm "Webeganto tnke oasualhs.
'ﬁmépmsedandthemodars]etnp

those thathit very.close mul&belem

Whenmostofﬂ\emommngshﬂhsaglodmgmﬂ\etre&s,andﬁere atenohol&smthe .
grmmdmwludtmtakecoveg theb& poshonlshm\dwdmasqnaﬁmghetalpoahom head up, .

ﬁxeg;round. Musdesgdmed}nldmgthatposiﬁmbutthefearmpmedbyﬁ\eovaimduplo-
“sions keeps one tense. Uumggﬂnslullﬂemedmy yack: ! iheﬁnemd’spreadmylegsm"'
relax: 'Ihmwashmetomﬂaramdtoseeéo&nemmﬁxesquadweerKAﬂbK. -

But mortars comemwﬂhoutﬂlewhlsﬁeawhme_whxdus the tell:tale ‘warning of spin- -
qazﬁlle:ymnds. Onegefsotﬂya]mé“wlmodi befozetheexyloslm So-when the next

. Bakch came i, there I sat with no time to move. The free bursts were almost diredly overhead this

ﬁn;andatthemmemlheardalead{mtmplnave‘&umk" rightin frofit of me: Mid-way.
Betreccwmy spread thighs, aroundholehadappeamdm{hedamp"glmnd. Ttwas about two'to
Zaeo-and a-half inches in diaimeter. Lookingdirectly-down the hole;: onecxml&seeapor%nofthe
5 smechaiom on the tail of the kraut mortar round, Hadltnotbemadud,myannymreetwaﬂd
m&-ﬁhvemmmabmptmdnglttﬂia&« Y

¥weas petrified, just noti att!ntholemthggmund. Oneoﬁheguysdose
i,hpaaibbe?athas&amm‘Patsyhadbemmeoﬁﬂ\eeadlostmplamfsm&te
#—ghck;a}&wember. Hisfanulyhadnnnngmted&o&xe&at&swl‘mhewas akid, buthe -
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stﬂlspokewxﬁlamarkedllalmaccmtvﬂmexdted. I-Iewaslookmgatmeandatthatholg «_'
bugeyed. “Jee Skarice, John!™ he groaned. “Counta you ballst™

The mortars had slacked off again, and ourmvmtmumnedm&enghl;almg the -

edge of the woods. Iscrambled up with the others and ran a bit farther along, keeping aneyeé out ™ :

. for passible cover every. yard of the way. A sizable tree had beencblown oves, putting its footsin -~
the air and leaving a hole five or six feet-across and a couple of feet deep in the center.*T dove forit
just as more maortars began to come .. Bud Brown also landéd in thie shallow hole. )&nstcfﬂ\e
bursts were in tree branches, alarmingly dose overtiead. At the height of ali the noise, a

stinging pain caught me behind the right shoulder. ‘Bud,l’m]ﬁt,"isnd,andhednd(uplnsl@ad_

and yelled “Medic Medict” I pulled off my right glove and worked my fingers. They all moved:1 .
- moved my elbow and upper arm. Both in working order. Adelighhd?ﬂ:ﬁllbegmtoaxffmme—

deewt&iﬂhkybemtanﬂﬁmddwwweehsmahospﬁaliwasmw 5

" “Where isi7~ Bud wanted to know. Ftold himy; and in a second he pulled the right strap of
padco&nqdmldeg[mh:ohedn\ymbdbaﬁhdaweduplnypdmt,dmgmd, .
undershnt. About that time Méche the medicscrambled over Thiey bared my back up tnmyneck.

The medicspoke first. “Tough shit, Jobn: Itpstpmkedymaﬂheedge&ﬂneshonlde:bhde;
: bandage it

Barely a drop of blood. Hold stll; Tt

“To hell with it,” Ismd,myvxsmnotmehospmlfadmgrapdly "Lemmegetanﬁnscmp -
back on."-

Ihmwaemﬁﬁlepmofmdﬁwnd,mwwmemoﬂhehp ofmy

thumb, the other smalléc. 'Hm]argstndgeneﬁmghﬂnaoutsdeofmypad:amiuﬂnawaxed .

mdhmdbmofKrahmwlueﬁpaﬁuhdmdlodgednudeofﬂem—fm&audmof
yellow cheese, dentting outward the opposite side of the can:. Hadﬁnotbeatstopped_,itwould
_have done considerable damage to ty lung. The smaller one had also gone through the K ratiofi
_ box, but missed the can. Ithadgaleihtoughthemvasofmybad:bads,batdymtmydntaml
undershirt, and, its force spent, hed stopped there, producing the sting and the very slight cutin -

the skin. The worst damage was to my spare pair of dry socks. Eddedommdtuckedminside e

thepadgmtopoﬂheKnhon,ead\ladaggedholesﬁmﬂroughﬁm (Epulﬂnet!mlilﬂe
dmnksoﬁk:autnmhrdxellmapocket,bkeepsm Butevumﬂyﬁleywetem@hced
and lost.)
When I got my shirt, jacket; mﬂpad:badcm,Bu&dappedmehwﬁly'mthem “Tes
great, John! You're OKI™ .
- "Yeah,"lnmttemi ”Gmat."'

Aﬁeramnbetofslmtmakmgm&englﬂ; ﬁollowedbypmodscfwaihng,aml i

keeping far enough from the border of the woodsalong the plain.that (we hopeid) we wereTiot. -

- visible to observers in Sessenheim, the word:came down to dig in. Two-inan holes. But first, 'we

should try to find a dearing where we could set irp-at least two of our three mortars, aimed tﬁét .i
- weumldﬁmdefumdymbamample&hundmdme&tswﬂemﬂteplan

parallel to the™-

edge of the woods. The company’s'two mposhgmdaﬂheedgeofﬁwwoods,
medﬁ:efatﬁnestnghtﬂmk&&eﬁxstphﬁoon,meatﬂle 5 place on the left. Itwas ;

stmdmdde&me,mwhdnwewuﬂdhveﬂneaﬁmﬂageofp]medﬁddsdﬁm,d:mldﬂmy
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WAR STORIES

- dedide to cross the plain and come after us. Wlﬂwedidnoth\owwﬁntl(cmmxywasﬂ:e
w&ymmn&lynhdnﬂemyle&mthebﬂm—mly&agmm&lmdLmk& )

Bat also it was getting late, and daylight was fading fast. We didn't have time to search
uitil we could find an adequate dearing for mortars; muich less b get thefn 1aid for possible firing °
atmghLMﬁeknn&dwdehmmtmdsethaﬂywdthmtdmngﬁmday
(At that time, of course, our officers liad niot passed that very discouraging intelligence-along to :
us) We could only find places for ot holes, and start digging.. Fommdyihegtumdwasdamp’ :

. and rélatively easy tomove, not. did we Tun.ifto t00 inany large roots. We were sbletodigont

greﬁygoot[two—nunholeshndﬂwelyshutuda: ‘As‘usial in this soct of situation, the rule was

X memmdﬂmmmmmmmhoumoideq"mmgh&ebm&&e o oE
ecring into the dark and frying o ©  © .-

hale, followed by. two hours'standing, head above ground level, peering
mfetpmteg cradcofathgor.mughfmmmoﬂuhole. Wiﬂ!hmk,aktaluffmrinﬁve

%mo&deep foreach Neverenough. - -

s . The] nmnngamwed,anﬂnoﬂmxgnmd\medmbemm 'ﬂiew«dwasﬁnt
wédpmbﬁymwemauﬂnrposﬂxmdmg&edaybutﬁutwe’dymbaﬂyspendmoﬁu L
night in these woods, still dose to Sessenheiin” Dumagﬂ\emoilﬁﬁgﬁe\bmntolean\&eedmtof -
thie Baftalion’s losses the day before: CmsImﬁLw&imdlmﬁmmgon& ;
Whtwsleftofﬂmwasputtogdhe:maumpled
for K Company: ﬁehﬂu‘wnsdeplqed.ala:gtﬁéedgeofﬂlewonds,bmﬂntphnshn
separating us from Sessenbieim. mmmmmmmmmﬂm@

- Wegptiesstl\antw@hmnsdeep. Wordmnedowntoﬂlephtoon%ogetmdytomove 8

agzin. ‘Coming at the time it did, this was not recéived with great glee. But the order wassoon” Bl

- sapplemented by information that this was notjust another tactical shift of position.. Other US, © - .
Monmdxﬁmkhadbegmagmuﬂmﬂdmwataswepuﬂedba&,bgdgesweuwsedwmﬁ
%eﬂownup"byﬂmam%(tﬁeﬂﬁedfmm&nwdo&mmmmdetawﬂe .
MwﬁmtoxytofheGm%amgmyg}':ﬁxdmem‘tohulmAn anybody
hs,ordmpsout,w:ﬂpxsthavetoﬂait{mthehautsto;mkhmnpan ta\dlolnsadnn back
aad Bleedin” feet™

mﬁatmldhstanlight.l‘dlowmgﬁn‘
- dlibse fohalf of itsnormal hee-att

mas]mge m?full shength otmm ‘ﬂ\uewaspmhaﬂy

ﬂemyﬂﬂn@wto{aatuahmthﬂmobmﬂy

So,m\dermdezstokeqﬂasqmetaspossi!ﬂqu\d tohﬂkakal!,'i‘imdBalﬁimbegan' -

g at%ahhm.ihebdfaﬁenwasdovm‘ §0

?ksldtedwtatahﬂymnldp. Mwemmamadbgfomlong.mdthetaﬁ?nm&e-f; )

h wmﬁahvdy%ﬂmwemdbndgw&v&hnﬂls&m&m&

g by. Aﬁa‘we'dpmmanwmgmlghtmeﬁoﬂ\em&&emlm e N

hgmwe dheuthe e)qﬂosonssﬂ\ebndgmwmtup, We}ug)edﬂmseguyswma'lso
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laying a lot of mines. It was obvious that none of the bridges waslarge enough to cause the krauts.
muchofadelay,iftheyw,iseduptooursuddmdeparturean‘gim?g,arﬁzedaremnhai&ncem
strength to harass our rear. * - -
However, the pace sowed after an hour or so. The buildup offaﬁgueandsleeples;snea;'
even-th di a e eapmsandannmmiﬁonﬁtat_
ﬂlerqstof-usdid,foriheywezenothasﬂil\gustomvgfas_heh Itsteadﬂxeyseemedmuchmgre;’
_mﬁqusﬂnnévumm@mgingpwplemkeep_gdngiﬁquwwedﬁgmofbeghmgm' ’

mNovembermdDeoanbetmﬂmnotm&eqummmmswhmmhadmmthandmla-

,tivelylevelsmfaqstomve:atmgh_t. T el - : . T _
Finally, about dawn, We came into a-ﬁﬂ:agéléxge_gmogghtqbﬂ_letﬂxeﬁo of 50 left in the -

battalion. Mostofthem(rhrsechmwasablemgetmmmesnaﬂhwse,forwnhwrsleepmg

bags we did not need beds. AnddeﬂyAlmhanhdycﬁﬂtezedabout,mnlmglymahngmevery— ;

one had a good space to s&et:houtWeweii:somanaﬁeq).
Late




