
JOHN CHARLES FARBER 

 

 

John was born in Flint, MI on February 10, 1912.  
He was of German descent.  John’s father, Rudolf 
Farber, was born in Gowidlino, West Prussia, near 
Danzig (Gdansk).  He lived in the Dusseldorf area, 
and immigrated to the United States in 1895 when 
he was 17 years old to join his older siblings and to 
avoid European wars.  He died when John was 12 
years old, and the family moved to the rural area of 
Fremont Twp., MI, near his mother’s family, where 
John attended a one-room school house.   
 
In 1927, after graduating the 8th grade at age 15, 
John worked to help support the family.  He 
attended night school from 1930-1933 at Cass 
Tech High School in Detroit, MI to study mechanical 
drawing. 

 
John’s maternal grandfather was born in Groetzingen, 
Germany, a suburb of Karlsruhe, and 
came to the United States as a child.  
He later fought in the Civil War for the 
21st Independent Battery, NY Light 
Artillery, and fought at the Battle of 
Gettysburg at Devil’s Den.  Pictured 
are John Farber as a child, John 
Wagner in his later years in his Civil 
War uniform, and his youngest son, 
Robert Wagner, a WW I veteran. 
Corporal Farber’s mother was Mary 
Wagner and his sister was Lavina 
Farber.  
 

At age 31, John entered the Army in Detroit, MI on May 14, 
1943, one month after the birth of 
his first son.  On May 17th, John 
was sent to Camp Wallace Anti-
Aircraft Training Center near 
Galveston, Texas. He was later assigned to Fort Bliss, 
TX, outside of El Paso. After arriving at Fort Bliss, 
John was hospitalized in the Station Hospital for ten 
days in November, 1943 for a skin disease he had 
contracted. This was a few months prior to having his 
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foot run over by a half-track in January, 1944 during maneuvers. As a result, he 
was hospitalized for three months. His wife Hazel, and son, traveled across 
country by train to join him at Fort Bliss. They were able to stay together from 
October 1943 to March 1944.   
 
On May 25, 1944, as a Corporal, John was transferred to Camp Howze, TX (near 
Gainesville) to join the 103d Infantry Division (Cactus Division).  He was 
assigned to Company B, 411th Infantry Regiment, along with six other men from 
Headquarters, Anti-Aircraft Training Center, Fort Bliss, TX.   On June 27, 1944 
John took a train from Camp Howze to his home for a twelve day furlough. After 
his return to Camp Howze, training was wrapped up and on September 15, 1944 
the final “pass in review” was held. The men were ready. Equipment was packed, 
trains loaded and the Division shipped out for Camp Shanks, New York to 
process for overseas replacement. Where, nobody knew.  
 
The 103d Infantry Division departed the United States for Europe on October 6, 
1944. Rumors flew and debate was hot. Are we going to Africa or Europe? It was 
not until the Southern coast of France was spotted did the men know; it was 
Europe. The ships arrived at Marseilles, France on October 20th.   The 103d 
Infantry Division relieved the 3d Infantry Division at Chevry, Alsace on November 
8th and attacked west of St. Die on November 16th.  In its drive through the 
Vosges Mountains it met heavy resistance all the way.  The 103d crossed the 
Lauter River into Germany December 15th, and assaulted the outer defenses of 
the Siegfried Line.  On January 15, 1945 Brigadier General Anthony “Nuts” 
McAuliffe was redeployed from the Battle of the Bulge and given command.   
 
According to the 411th Infantry Regiment report, on February 1, 1945, the 411th 
Infantry Regiment had its command post located in Bouxwiller, France.  A review 
and inspections by Brig. Gen. McAuliffe was held on an improvised parade 
ground in the village square at Bouxwiller where two silver stars were presented.  
Gen. McAuliffe ordered the Regiment to prepare plans for a raid.   
 
On the evening of February 3rd, the 103d planned a raid on Rothbach, about nine 
miles NE from Bouxwiller. The raid seemed to have taken the enemy by 
complete surprise and it wasn’t until 2110 hours that any enemy activity was 
noted.  The town of Rothbach was lighted by flares when the fire fight broke out 
on the south edge of town. The raiders advanced, with sporadic fire, mainly from 
the enemy, using their knives and bayonets as they continued their advance. 
Companies A and B were leading and crossed the bridge into town with light 
firing until 2125 hours when the fire fight broke out. Company C was delayed 
when they became lost in the maze of roads leading into town and had taken the 
wrong road.  By 2132 hours, the advance platoons from Companies A and B 
were in the town, entering houses on the south edge of Rothbach. Increased 
enemy activity was noted, with the hard-pressed Germans using colored flares to 
try and identify the raiders. Company D placed all roads leading into Rothback 
under heavy mortar fire. At one point, it was reported that as many as 80 mortar 
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rounds were in the air at the same time. Corporal Farber’s unit, Company B, 
came under heavy fire and he was wounded by shrapnel.  On February 4th he 
was admitted to the 101st Field Hospital. The Division took a total of 81 
casualties, either wounded, MIA or KIA during the battle of February 3rd and 4th. 
 
The raid was successful, and twenty-four prisoners were taken and an estimated 
60 enemy killed. Interrogation of the prisoners revealed that the German 
companies were of low strength and composed principally of middle-aged men 
with little Infantry training. 
 
 Corporal Farber was wounded on February 4, 1945 and transferred to the 101st 
Field Hospital in France. He remained there until the March 1, 1945 and was 
then transferred to the 68th General Hospital in England. After a month stay in the 
68th General Hospital, he was shipped back stateside and hospitalized in the 
Station Hospital, Camp Kilmer, New Jersey for four days before his transfer and 
admittance to Gardiner General Hospital in Chicago. He remained at Gardiner 
General Hospital until his discharge.   On July 10th he was given a 45 day 
furlough, returning home by train. He was home on leave on August 14, 1945, 
the day the Japanese surrendered unconditionally. Corporal Farber was 
Honorably Discharged from the military service of the United States of America 
on January 9, 1946 at Gardiner General Hospital in Chicago, Illinois. 
 
During his service he was awarded the 
Combat Infantryman Badge, Bronze Star, 
Purple Heart Medal, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Theater Service Medal, European 
African Middle Eastern Service Medal, 
World War II Victory Medal and 
Sharpshooter Marksmanship Badge.  
 
After the war, John returned to his job at Michigan Bell Telephone Company, who 
provided subsidy support for he and his family during his time in the service.  
John married Hazel Webster, May 1, 1940. John and Hazel had a son, Jerry, 
who was an infant when John went into the Army. John and Hazel had a total of 
four children. Jerry, the oldest, is now a commercial photographer and owns his 
own business.  He was awarded a Clio award. Ron, born after the war, became a 
Doctor. Marilyn and Carolyn worked together at the 3d Judicial Circuit Court, 
where Carolyn was a supervisor. One of Corporal Farber’s grandsons, 
Paul, served in the Marines during the Gulf War in Jabuddi, Africa.  John and 
Hazel had several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  John, worked at U.S. 
Rubber Company, J.L. Hudson Store, and Differential Wheel before joining 
Michigan Bell where he retired from at age 62. His last job at Michigan Bell was 
that of Cable Router, where he was responsible for the design of telephone 
networks. 
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The following are John’s induction papers and subsequent one week deferment 
to get his personal affairs in order prior to entry in the Army. 
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An integral part of reporting to Active Duty after induction was an admonishment 
from the Army to maintain one’s health. Each soldier was given the following 
pamphlet of instruction: 
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Here is a Bulletin from a “Divine Service At Sea”  
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Christmas time was a lonely time for the GI away from home. But the Army tried 
to make it as comfortable as possible with a great Christmas Dinner. John sent 
this menu home showing what was served for Christmas Dinner at Fort Bliss, 
Texas on December 25, 1943: 
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While in the hospital, John Farber did not lose his sense of humor. He picked up 
this cartoon and indicated on it that it was “me” in the bed and the nurses sure 
were “cuties.” 
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While in the hospital, after his being wounded in February, 1945, John drew the 
following map: 
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What follows are a collection of photos from his time prior to, during, and after the 
war: 
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During his time in service, John wrote many letters home. Following are several 
of those letters: 
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John and Hazel were very involved in their community through Boy Scouts, 

Camp Fire Girls and church youth groups.  In retirement, they enjoyed traveling 

around the country in their camper.  John was never interested in returning to 
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Europe. It is doubtful if he knew that he was only about 50 miles west of his 

maternal grandfather’s home town of Groetzingen, Germany near Karlsruhe 

when he was wounded. 

John passed away August 12, 1994 at age 82 in Warren, MI, and Hazel passed 
away September 2, 2012 at age 98 in Waterford, MI. 
 


