GIDNEST whiv VEN 7TH ARMY RACH TV REICH DES MOLNES REGISIEK
DIVISIUNS IN CONTKST TU CHOBS FIRST - dated 17 Dee 1944
i GrRelaNY : ' ' by Gordop Gemmiok

FRENCH..GLRMAN BORDER (Fridey) B

Humerous Doughboys fron Iowa wers among the first tavops of the U, S. 74h hray
w entor Cermany Friday st 1:05 p.if, . _ .

Three infantry divisions vied for the bopar of being first mowogs the border,
end the race was a typleally Aneriean aggelr of "1 wamne be firsth, T

The vinner was & comparutive newcomer - the U.b. 1074 Division, composed largely
of midwesterners, and in combat one dsy short of & full month,

isj. Gen Churles C. Haffner, comusndsr of the 1056 Division is & former viee-
president of e Chleago, I11., bank sad jrobsbly the only Americss division sonmindey
in Iuro.e who is not a yrofessionsl soldier,

The 103d Divigion was @ sort of devk horse in the sontest to be first inte
Germeny with the U.S.79th Division to the right apd seother division %o the left
oonsidered wore likely wisners. The divislon to the left reached the Helgh 45
minutes after the lU3d and the TOth Division faeing severs resistance crossed the
border & little luter,

{Camnlck 444 not identify the third imeriecan Division, but it wes disclosed by
the Aszocicted Press %o be the vetersn U.S5.45th {Thunderbird) Mvision frow Okla-
hosa end Colorade tha® hug seem %67 days of action in Sleily, Italy end Frunee).

To Doughboys making the erogsing 1% wes just hard and bitter fighting, Put
thers was jubilation at division he:dquarters when & phone eall to eorps head usrters
tonfiyned the honor, : : '

"Hot doge." exelaimed Capt, Harold Pecha of Riehland, Ta., a8 blg guns boomad
neerby, relentlecsly pounding Gormany . .

The Germens yielded the border positions only after bitter fighting ell along
the front northwest of Hagensu, The 103d Divisiop bypassed the town of Climbach
en hoth sides and Thursday repulsed THiLE COUNTLIATT..CKS,

I was in a group of ocorrespondents who first visited the 70th Division where
a map-filled room was packed by officers recelving teleplons rejorts from the front,

After one cull, sn officer grimned, "Phey sey one town L& 80 smashed there
is nothiing laft for fraternizing, and this le the last chance for fraternizing for
the boys," referring to Gen Dadght D, Eisenhower's striel bun on Americess: poldiers
fraternizing with anyone within Germany, ' '

day. Gen lra Viyech, 79th Divison gomngnder, entered the wer woom. _

"The mituation looks pretty good,” he said. "I think we will get acrogp today,®

Then we wnet to 10%d Divigion Headyuarters snd fownd Gemerel Hafinoer puffing
on & big cigar end looking pleased. It was fitting he should be, for his division
hae had & splended record im 1ts first month of fighting, _ _

Veterin correspondents say they never have seen fimer divigion morale,

"I didn't may smything 4o the men sbout the chmnce of being first aeross, bt
I guess they knew 1%, " General Haffner saiq, Rltve always fought o keev my neme
out of the papers, but I ex glad to see my men get the oredit,? :

"How far up can we get?" one of the correspondents asked,

"You cen get right into Germasy if you wantto, but yout!ll get the hell shelled
out of you," the general said, ' ;

Germany ¢en welt, we decided.



