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~Blaine M Hollopeter Kllled In
Action In “Nordwind” Attack

(Submitted by his nephew
James _ E. Suuehexl
Wlﬂlamsport) =

- Pfe. Blaine M. ‘Ho’llopefer

1ost his life on Jan. 20, 1945 -
* in Sessenheim, France. He is
‘buried at Arlmg'ton National
Cemetery.

Born in Big Run, the son of

‘Mr. and Mrs. C.S. Hollopeter,

Blaine M. Hollopeter began
his military service at the age
of 19 when he joined the
108rd Infantry Division of the
U.S. Army at Camp Hauge,
Tex. in March of 1944.

In October, 1944 the 103rd
Division saw its initial action
at St. Die, France as part of
the U.S. Seventh Army. Pfc.
Hollopeter was a BAR man,
manning a Browning Auto-
matic Rifle.

His nephew relates that an’
Army buddy Trecalled that
“the platoon Sergeart used to
depend tipon him to Keep the
boys together and steady the

new men. He.could always be -

depended upon to accomplish -
'his ‘ job: of cleaning -out 'a

'j bunch-oft ousés: or d-pillbox =
. and not lie down and seek
- cover like some did.”

On -Dec. .16, 1944, near

Wissembourg, his platoon.

was the first unit of the Sev-

enth Army to crak the
Slegfrled Line and cross the
" German border. -In_anticipa-
tionof a nhew ‘Gérman thrust =~
into Alsase; his regiment was

placéd on reserve. On New. |
Year’s Eve, the German at< -~
tack, code named “Nordwind” --

commenced.
© On Jan. 20, the 411th Reg-

iment was called to stop a. - §
German breakthrough at the -

small village of Sessenheim _

_ along the Rhine Rlver

At 6:30 in the mormng, on

" the coldest day of that winter,

his company attacked across
open fields to recapture the
village. It was unknown that
during the night the Gernian
forces had: been-_reinforced
with taxms and self- propelled
88s. Z

“The action was over:in two .

‘hours,-and most of Pfc. Blaine -
M. Hcllopetel’s members of I
Company were caught in
“town’ by the strengthened
German- forces. Later in the

“day; 1 Company reported: a_-
" strength of only 30 men from -
among “the 200- who had made 3

the assault.”
His nephew states. that he

_has made it a hobby to find as

n}uch_ as he can about his un-

fi

Pfc Blalne M Hol]opefer

: cle s service record. After over. -

50 years, he said there are -
few of his uncle’s family- re--
maining ‘who knew him_per-
sonally. Mr. Stuchell said he
i$ so afraid the service  and.

* sacrifices that his uncle. and

thousands of others tadewill =
be forgotten, explaining }us
interest in his uncle’s-service -
record and the “uncovering of
the story of this. one brave :
soldJer % - .



