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D-Day 
November 11, 2006 

Mark your calendars now, and make preparations to attend the 
Dedication of our Memorial which will take place almost exactly 62 years 
after our entry into combat in World War II!! 
 
The Memorial will be a magnificent bronze statue of an Infantryman from 
the 103d Infantry Division in action.  It most typifies our role as soldiers 
fighting for this wonderful country in which we live.  This Memorial will be 
a lasting tribute and memory of those who made the supreme sacrifice as well 
as those of us fortunate enough to survive the conflict. 
 
It will be located just across the fence from our old training grounds of Camp 
Howze at the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Welcome 
Center on US I-35 just north of Gainesville, TX. 
 
Seven years ago a small group of our members began developing a lasting 
memorial and started a fund raising campaign.  It was a daunting task but 
resulted in our being able to build the beautiful statue that will be available 
for us all to enjoy and appreciate in the years to come.  Perhaps more 
important will be that our descendants and the public can reflect on the 
efforts and sacrifices we made. 
 
This will be both a solemn and a joyful occasion.  Solemn as we honor the 847 
who lost their lives and the more than 4000 who were wounded.  But the joy 
will come with our ability to properly honor them and be happy that this 
Memorial will be completed. 
 
We urge you to attend the Reunion and Dedication.  BE THERE 
 
 
B. Melton “Mel” Wright , President  Harold Branton, President 
TX WW II Historical Mon Fund  103d  INF DIV ASSN of WW II 
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OUR MONUMENT PLANS ARE MOVING AHEAD 

 
 
TxDOT, (Texas Department of Transportation), have approved our site location. 
 
The City of Gainesville has agreed to furnish the Foundation. 
 
The City Council recently approved a resolution to sign an agreement with TxDOT 
covering the project to be erected under their auspices. We plan in turn to donate the 
monument to the City of Gainesville for their future ownership. 
 
Funds for the basic monument are either on hand or have been pledged. 
 
A world class sculptor has been engaged and unveiled his clay model “A CALL TO  DUTY” 
at the recent City Council Meeting in Gainesville. His work is on schedule. A photo of the 
model is shown herein. 

 
FURTHER DETIALS ARE INCLUDED IN THIS REPORT 

 
 

 
 
 

A TRIBUTE TO OUR FALLEN COMRADES 

 
This important addition to our monument is shown and explained on the adjacent 
page and we are seeking your support to help us make this possible.  
 
PLEASE SHOW YOUR SUPPORT TODAY BY CLIPPING THE BOTTOM OF PAGE 7 
AND SENDING IN YOUR TAX FREE CONTRIBUTION. An average of $50.00 (more or 
less) from 50% of our membership will assure us being able to leave this Legacy. 
 
According to our records there are many of our members that have not, for some reason or 
other, indicated their support by making a contribution to this worthy cause. We hope and 
pray that our 7 years of labor and dedication pointed out in this report will gain us the 
support of a substantial majority of all our comrades and their descendants.   
 
Our sculptor will place a bronze heart inside our statue with the following inscription: 
DUTY-HONOR-COUNTRY. Please support us with your heart and prayers.  
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MONUMENT PROPOSAL TO  INCLUDE BATTLE DEATHS 

 
The Battle Death List above is the first of 5 granite panels that will be required for the 847 total deaths. 
This feature was not included in the original planning but is a recently conceived addition to our plans. 
Making this addition in a first class manner will require that we raise an additional $24,000.00 by mid 2006 and we are 
appealing to our membership to help us accomplish this tribute to our fallen comrades. 
 
We are also pleased that the City of Gainesville is working on an 
agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)  
whereby they will erect our monument at the Travel Information 
Center on US I-35 just north of town. The Old Camp Howze water 
tower is visible just west of that center.   
 
We have engaged Edd Hayes, a World Class Sculptor, to do a  
1-1/2 life size bronze Cactus Man and he is on schedule with our 
plans for dedication 11 Nov 2006.  
 
A photo of his clay moquette is shown here. It was unveiled at a  
Recent City Council meeting in Gainesville 
 
  
 
We appreciate and thank you for your support. 
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  A CALL TO DUTY 
 



MONUMENT HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
In 1998 a small group of our Association members conceived the idea of placing a historical monument at the TxDOT Travel 
Information Center on US-I-35 just north of Gainesville, TX. More than 50,000 infantry troops trained there at Camp Howze 
during WW II  prior their combat duty in Europe. The camp was located just across the fence from this location and the 
Water Tower of the Camp is still visible from the front steps of the Center. 
 
To preserve this vital part of our history for future generations we established a 501(c3) tax Exempt Corporation named 
TEXAS WW II HISTORICAL MONUMENT FUND. Our original plans were to honor all men of the 84th, 86th and 103d 
divisions with a 3man statue. A PFC, SGT and LT with the respective weapons were included in the original design with the 
provision that if sufficient funds were not raised a one man bronze statue would be used. The 84th and 86th Associations 
declined participation. Since that time our plans have been concentrated on preserving the history of only the 103d. 
 
Our projected budget and plans cover a one-man impressive bronze action figure 1-1/2 times life size (approx 9 ft tall). 
 

The Figure is currently labeled A CALL TO DUTY 
 
Plans are underway for dedication 11 November 2006 during our annual reunion in Addison, just north of Dallas TX.  
 
 
We pray that with your help we will be able to add the black granite columns with the names of our 847 fallen Comrades. 

 
 

PLANNED HISTORICAL MONUMENT LOCATION 
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    Past Support         Present Support 
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847 INFANTRY DEATHS   

in combat 
FROM 103d INF DIV of WW II   

Plans to memorialize them are being made by the TEXAS WW II HISTORICAL 
MONUMENT FUND and the 103d INF DIV ASSN of WW II.  
A Historical monument honoring men of the 103rd and their support units is currently underway 
and scheduled for dedication 11 Nov 2006. It is to be located at the Texas Travel Information Center on 
US-I-35 just north of Gainesville TX. This center is just across the fence from the WW II CAMP 
HOWZE. To preserve our history for future generations it will include detailed information of the 
ORGAINZATIOIN, BATTLE RECORDS and HISTORY. It will also feature a 1-1/2 times life size 
Bronze 103rd Infantryman that is currently underway and on schedule by our world-class sculptor Edd 
Hayes. 
For 7 Years a small group of veterans have been working on this project and have collected over 
$80,000.00 from the 103rd veterans and their friends. The only expense made was payment to the IRS to 
establish a 501 (C-3) tax exempt Corporation. 
Our purpose has been to preserve this vital part of our history for future generations at a prime 
location for maximum public exposure. This project has the blessing of the Gainesville VFW, State VFW, 
local city officials, Morton Museum, local civic clubs, and the Texas State Historical Commission. 
The Architects plan for adding the names of those that made the supreme sacrifice calls for 5 
black granite panels at the rear of the statue upon which those 847 names will be inscribed. 

This Legacy to our Fallen Comrades will require that we raise and estimated additional 
$24,000.00 by mid 2006 and we are seeking your support for this honorable cause. All contributions are 
tax deductible. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BECOME A PART OF THIS NOBLE VENTURE BY MAKING A CONTRIBUTION TODAY: 
Donors are invited to the Dedication scheduled for 11 Nov 2006. 
Make donations payable to: TX WW II HISTORICAL MONUMENT FUND. 
Send to:    VFW Post 1922     or  TX WW II HIST MON FUND 
        P.O. Box 212     9737 Warwana Rd. 
        Gainesville, TX 76241   Houston, TX 77080 
Your Name:_________________________________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________ 
City:____________________________State_________________Zip___________ 
Phone:__________________________e-mail______________________________  
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We have known for a long time  that a monument honoring the 103d Cactus 
Division should be on our organizational agenda.  Well, it has been seven years in 
development; now rushing because it’s getting late.  When we were "younger", in past 
Reunion times, we raised three markers in France.  We called them monuments. They are 
there: St. Die, Pfaffenhoffen and Saulcy. We dreamed of one at "home", but we tarried until 
l998. 
 
During our Reunion  time in Arlington and Washington, D.C., last October, the Cactus 
people had the exciting opportunity to view several breath-taking monuments, permanently 
established. In our minds we began to draw a line on our dream. We had arrived at the 
realization that to have a fine monument to our honor, here at home, we had to do it real soon. 
And the money was almost in hand for a complete job....except for those unique panels of 
black granite inscribed with the names of our Comrades who died in action.  We are now 
reaching for that $24,000.00. When our sculptor friend, Edd Hayes, advised us that he was 
placing a BRONZE HEART in the bronze Cactus Soldier Figure, our own hearts leaped. 
THAT DID IT. 
 
Cactus men, Associates, families, descendants and friends, let us join 
together in this moment and cast our hearts and spirits, and our hearty support to this worthy 
endeavor 
 

 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 
Names of all contributors will be included on a computer database for our Historical Records 

 

103d INF DIV ASSN of WW II 
6708 Lansdale St.  
District Heights, MD 20747 
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