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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

103d Reunion: It is now mid-April and our reunion starts Wednesday evening July 30 in
Covington, Kentucky, across the Ohio River from Cincinnati at the Radisson Hotel
Cincinnati Riverfront. That’s just over 3 months away, and by now you should have made
your hotel reservations by calling 1-859-491-1200 and identifying yourself as a 103d
Cactus person by June 15. Register ASAP, as you may cancel if you later find you cannot
attend, and rooms could sell out, if you delay. The reunion program appeared in the most
recent NFTCP, and if you did not save it, we have included herein (in reduced form) the
complete program. Also, included herein is the registration form (tear out) for our reunion
activities that must be returned to our “Military Reunion Planners” by June 15". We have
a great reunion planned, and our members face some important decisions to perpetuate our
legacy to accompany the fantastic monument honoring the 103d veterans, and specifically
those that paid the supreme sacrifice in Europe. I believe all 103d veterans should attend
the Division reunion to support establishing our legacy rather than having separate unit
reunions!

Secretary/Treasurer: Unfortunately, our secretary/treasurer, Al Eucare, has resigned due
to ill health and family commitments. Al has always been enthusiastic concerning his
duties and has introduced several innovations, such as the on-card program, however, his
health along with family responsibilities have not permitted him to apply the time
necessary to properly fulfill his duties. His resignation was effective March §.
Fortunately, we had a key member of our staff step forward to take over this most
important position: John Poole, our assistant vice president and long time member of the
Board of the 103d Monument Fund, volunteered to take over these very pressing duties
and put us back into shape with all the administrative work of minding the “Master Living
Roster”, and, posting the dues. We were very fortunate that John was able to recruit a very
talented and business experienced widow of one of our veteran members, Harry M.
McLeod (G411), to assist him in the administrative and financial duties required for our
Association. Gloria McLeod will assist John Poole as the assistant Secretary and Treasurer.
Gloria has over 50 years experience as an administrative assistant and bookkeeper with
GMAC Corp and other companies, and, also was the secretary for many years of her
Ancestry Clan Society as a volunteer. There is every indication that Gloria will readily
prove her ability to perform her duties second to none and thence be elected to the full
secretary/treasurer’s position in her own right. In any case, we now have this crucial
position filled very handsomely for the balance of my term and reference should be made
to the new addresses and phone numbers for changed addresses, dues, and the various
administrative matters that are provided at the end of this message.

Board & Business Meeting Agenda: An early look at the 103d Association Board of
Directors agenda for their meeting on Wednesday July 30 (4:00pm) at the reunion
contains two items which I discussed in my recent NFTCP message; namely: the
consideration of a museum for artifacts, and a library for archives of the 103d and its
veterans. Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

Two Agenda items have developed since my last message: 1) the 45™ Infantry Division Museum in OK City has
indicated that they would accept 103d archives provided the items had been catalogued and ready for storage and
reference, and 2) the Cooke County (Gainesville, Texas) Morton Museum, with definite display limitations, will accept
both artifacts and archives. While we may desire to take advantage of both of these sites, together they probably satisfy
only a quarter of the desired space. Therefore, we will continue to search to resolve our needs and this may take two to
three years to consummate. The Association has created a truly “GREAT” monument and it deserves an archival and
artifact repository as an accessory.

The Board Meeting may well result in items brought to the reunion’s annual business meeting on Saturday (Aug 2)
morning. By the way, any member of the Association who desires, may attend the Board meeting as a spectator. If
anyone has an issue that they would like the Board to consider, please contact your unit representative on the Board
(Reference the “Staff Roster” on Page 1) and request his assistance or call me (508-533-0422)

Tardy Deposit of Dues: Unfortunately, your Association has caused a number of instances of late deposit of dues
resulting in checks in outstanding status for several months. We NOW have that process under control and we have
deposited all checks previously received, except possibly 1 or 2. If you still have an outstanding dues check, please
advise me by email or phone, and please do not place it in “stop payment” status as that is an unnecessary expense. I
hereby pledge that henceforth all checks sent to the Association will be deposited within 15 days of receipt, and I
apologize for any inconvenience that the tardy deposit of dues may have caused anyone in the past.

If anyone has a newspaper clipping from the WW 1I era that describes your service experience or that of the 103d

Division please scan and email it to me for use in my final NFTCP this fall, or call me, if you have a question or any idea
@ 508-533-0422. 1 look forward to a “great” reunion and to see you all in Covington, Kentucky !

L Sy

Preswlent 2008

NEW103D ASSOCIATION CONTACT INFORMATION

Please send all dues, address changes, any change in status contact information
to our Assistant Secretary & Treasurer:

Gloria McLeod
7618 Twin Hills Drive,
Houston, Texas 77071.

Telephone # 713-772-1492
e-mail: gmacld@swbell.net

Dues for 2008 are $15 and checks should be made out to:

“103d INF DIV ASSN”
Widows are exempt from dues payment

Page 2



aeado 0y oydoad §¢ Jo umusupm  anbal SINC Y, "UOSES Aue J0J UOUNDL
a1 atoag sAEp £ Jo 5B usAIB 5q |fim spuryas ou *ALog uommas sy Suunp 200 AW ey Siuaprodessunfug Aue Jo 'saoiados
PO13RRU03 aPIACAd 01 SIOPUDA JO DIn({Rf 103 YL PAY 9 10U [l NN "ASN 40§ 39J YoOUD WM TS © §) i, S

O ORI TSI TROK ST ASYS PHENES AY, a3y Juwssanaxd pungas vosad 20d 6§ ¥ §1 AMLL * FOUDMISU] HOUDYANID])

gy poseyamd aam NOK SSIUN ‘S1EP SI Loy SPBL 5Q {[1M SPUNIA ON "PA0QE AP o 0joq poymunsed pue Bunm

Ul 3peUs 3G 1SRUI SPURYSL 20} ¥ W oY AEIN@OJU] RN 10 ISCE-1SZ-L18 SAUPYIIM [[RO UONEULOJUL
104 23y vey ‘uosaad 55d (1§ # YK SISEQ [qeliRAT J0uds B U0 PIIIII SUONBAISSIS )0 TL5T SURT AY SAP IE FIOIWAISISY

"ULIG) UOUEAIIS3L JNOA U0 UOHOAAS 330U 0ok NBUI 285BI ISI0Y AP 18 JSunp 1anbueq 1004 Joj spudlly anok uof
(el 2wil ~ 1oy 3y 3u) 7 ssndny ‘Aspamus (WANNIG TANONVE

{11 SSIW ,uoQ ‘SPUSKY UMM YOUTLQ [AiIapuoA B 3q o) Suiod st SIYL 1ayng youny 123-UBd-N0A-{[8 JIyIUNOq

© Aofus pue PuBq PUBIDIXIC] SY) JO SPUNOS SY} OF XBISY °3PIs AXIMUIY S UO SuOISUBL PuB 3pIs OO

a3 uo Ansnpuj ma1A JSAR OMO 3 Suisituo je0QIIAL [33YM[pped B LD ISILD SuisasiyBrs pue younig
moy 7 & U0 Yequis {jim nok aloym ‘Buipuey LodmaN 0] apu LOYS Ay} JOJ YoBOd mok pIeoq J|iM NOA

(wmdgp:g - wesp:pl) .7 18030y *Aepames ASTRD HONTT THAHAMI TAAVA ‘2 INIAT

] anok pim siuswsBusire sy o) s1aloy Uy 10WUOd Ieedld “pafiunire ussq sey Susud pue swoal (vAdg
(moy ayy 18 wdgg:6- wdgo:L) 1 snBny ‘Aepud SHINNIA 1IN

“BLIB1RJED BU} UI UMO NOA UO 59 [f1M YoUN] "u03s00q uopeiar pue dous Y18 ummesal

o XVIAL UB YiIA “BUIP(ING WNSSTIUI UBW Y SSPRIOUL Xajdwiod wnasnw Sy, *28e cords juasaad

a1 o3 dn yS1yy JO SWBRIP 1SI||ED S,UBLI WY UORBIAR JO AICISTY L3 [[93 SHQIYXS JAL10 puE YRJoule O0F UBtn
SIOW 'PHOM 3 HI UMSSTIU UONEBIAB Aresi[ius 3sa81e) pue IS3PIO SU S1 WIS 30, JIY SIS PAjIUL) 34T

(udgo:y - utegg:e) 1 ssndny ‘Awpg ‘IS IOUOIAIV 511 TVNOILVN 4 INIAT

{apring aiddy pue “9SeqqeD Paty INEDINES ‘SIOTLI0G POUSEIN UMM 1SB3IF UL ‘PZIULIS JUIdM
‘SIpAYSIRIE 91| SIIDEDYIP JOWAWILOSSE We AOfUT] DRy UBULIAD) JUB[ISIXS 3L ISINOD JO PUB AIS-UO Pamalq st
1841 185 A4 01 BUIPJING SU) Ul SWOO! PAIBICSAP AIBUOLIPEN AP WOLY "SNOWEY SADYRPIG/OF] APEU ABY JB
AUBULIOD) WOI) SUORIPRS oYt JO Auew AO[UD [jIM NOK "2IBY S| BOLDIY Ul SNoynp.qQ/DFf SNUSINE IS 34T

(udgg:-wmdogis) 1€ Aing ‘Aepsanny, SAVANVIGION THL IV MANNIA 408D 0 INTAT

“wiaures ok 198105 3,uop o Kep £ses 18ai8 v sHuuad swip se Buismoiq
3[u1] # Osje pur 93Aa] ot Buo[E UM MoK U0 Younj Joj WP oq [lm YL juIeBe SalLo) S S1 I Y [39)
JL.ROK ‘BHIQRIOWSW [ A\ SJour yoru pue sydesSojoyd ‘suuopun Ay ‘simsod epuefedosd ‘sinodpelq
ssdwmg B ‘Syoog UOREY Jo sABp A 03 3oeq NOA BOAFUBA JliM NGIXS SIUIOWIN SIYY, 404 01 $20D
upwUISE),, PP HGIYXS UV PUR WINOSNUI [EDLICISHY S NBUUIDUL) SISROY MOU UDIYM ‘UOBmS [ROUAD PUBID
JOW0] §,JTeuuIoul) 18 dos B 5q JjoMm ABut Jno) sip jo WBiyBiy v -Aofus pus xejaa g US 0F By Loty
JO S10] 51 40y, "Bare Funeupse; sup Jo aduedyiuBls pue KI0ISIY A uo UF NOA || puB ‘jag 20024 PiOA W
Buipnpuy ‘SpLWPUS] Snoumy 3 1je Ag nok Jaup fjim 3pind {800; {euotssajord Moy "wase HodmoN snoumjul
2y pue uo)Bua0)) ‘HeuuldUL) ‘AIMUSY WAHON JO Jno) Bulpy puri8 e Joj yoeos Lnxnj ok pIeog

(mdog:g-uregg:L) , 1€ Atnp ‘Aspuanny, “MAOL DNITISTHDE ANVED D INTAT

-asaydsoune paxeja e u) spuatyy mok M 13uu0sal 07 Aunuoddo Jsiy
ST SSILU 1,U0(] "SI0y SL) 18 JUIWLIEMIIUG IUI0S PUR [EOLU € M 291930y 158 JyBiu Jsay © Joj SpuUSLY JNOA UTof

(12309 oy ye md pg:L) ,0¢ Linr Kepsoupopy (INFAT AWOD 1AM ‘@ INIAT

{31 SSIW 3, Uop puB j W 1 HSIA {20050q UdAs 2ABY NoA Sutplue

UM ‘UOTIORINE PUD-B-JO-3UO MDU 51 SIY) NISIA 03 181 AP JO U0 of "TBS Buijquins pus $IZG 8IS

LSt Y 210(dwion JayeaL S193433~{210ads B puB ‘SOJUORBWIUE JNESUID puB ojdoad pozis-aJy| ‘S|pUWIUB J[OX3

£y13 JoA0 ‘9133))0 jensiA paresauad-samnduwsod ‘K1suads susHeal pue sfRINy ‘asusuadxa Liosuss ‘Fuidedus

Ay ® Joj o311 03 21q1g 3 Jo seed s sBunq wmasnu 100§ arenbs gpQ°SH MB-SUI=JO-1BIS SII J0IOAIP
UGUIKS SOprIS [BsIsAtp) Jauntof v Aq peudisaq . Aioisy ySnosus jem,, 8 swasasd wWNasni uonBaI) YL

mbpu) dorof (mdggie-mepg:6) LOE Ainr Aepsaupa TATTAISNIN NOLLVAHD 'V INIAT
INCEACENOINVRE 8007 ~ NOISTALA AMLNVANT 801

we(g:g @ 7 3ny Aepanjeg SuljIIJA ssauisng 2 [BLIOUIIJA JOSSY

wdge:y @ g¢ Ang Aepsoupapy Sund preog 0SSV 30N

siaunwig

Wy

<b-=69

jpompusy uiayraoN nod utaas 03 pavmiof 300y a4

*UOHBAISSOI INOA Sy NOA UsYM 2304 St Yse aseald ‘sucidallp
paou pus BUIALP 3q (M ROK JT  ISIY SIWOD ISASYDWYM G duNL 10 N0 s Koy fuun
swioos Buipjoy §1 {3104 SY] "UOHBAISSAS W00l nok sorerenS 0y soquuny prEd }paid Jo jsodsp
¥ 10} NoA vse jjm Aoyl ayel uomuno: Anuejul €01 S 10) Xse 03 s ag  “padieyd 8q jou
pug J3)8| WO [310Y INOA [90uBs KBul no& “A[S1BIpaluuI J0Oq ~ OS SWOoo! [BUONIPPE 158 03 3|qe
2q jou Kew PUB SWOO) JO JAqWNG Pajun] € 9ABY op “Buoj ooy Buntem £q Ino o] 198 1.NOQ °5
R A0 I35 TITR (9104 b Ao s1 Jo Aurepndod oy o) anqy {RON SUOTIBAZSSS] T30y HOA ST

: *Bupyred 2ay3 Jo Awayd sisgjo P10y 9y ‘SUTALIp NoK JO SSOLR JOJ PUB UOIUNIL 3Y) OF
Buiky aae nok j +{93e83n; oA dn oid nok a10joq Baze wiey) 98ud8eg o ul suoyd Asounoo 2y
o Sursn [ea} (DAD) vodie neuuioul) oy woy amnys Wodne Kmuswidwos B s1ajjo uossipey
ayy, *00T1-16v-6$8-1 1& Apositp (2104 o Bulljeo Aq MON SUONBAISSII (910 N0k 3B B3|

1SSE'ISTLIS 18 JUN 1182 [2104 3y)
s wispqosd Auw aasy nok 31 (SUIj-Uo SUONBAISSAS [0y aew TOUOP as8ad) "ANjige|IeAR uO paseq
2181 owes oy} 1 918] ALis Jo Ajies Ul swoo Avw noj Afiep IsEjRAIg [BUAUNUOD © Sapnjoul pus
w8 sad xm snyd “gpg6$ snf 51 218 woos oYL [ [0y AYomMuUaY ‘UoIBuIACD 193NS UYL oM
899 18 PAIEI0] JUOLLISATY TIBUUIUT) [IOH UOSSIPEY 301AIS [[NJ SU) 18 SUI00) J0j Pafuure aaBy oM

"MOU Wool [910Y oA 400q O uoiunal yeasd JoyIous a4 {jIm SIUI puB 21035 U Sasudins Jaio am
sy}, ySiu 1oy Jsuuy] jenbueg Syl 9SINOS JO puB ATPINIBS UO ASIUD YOUNT] JOUMIIPPE,,
ouseuey e Joj Anunuoddo ue sopiacid pur Ojpmudy B owjQ sopesedos JoAR] OO
SYJ, 19104 B 18 PIAIS B {[im SIBUUL(T UM JRUOHIPEN o1 FUIUDAD JBY], (PIIOM 3R LI Uy SH
3o 1898a8] o ~ winasny a0104 N SN JeuoneN oy 03 din v og [jim Aepuy ‘uo sAejd pusq oy
S© 20UD(] UIYOWD L) OP PUB NUMP T8l ©) APEAI JBD) "YDINJA] JO SPISIND SNOYNDIQIOR SPuYIE
181y s Bouswy 18 pauueld souuip dnoad uny e sary am JYBiu jey] "SONSS! SN JBA JALO pUB ‘AL
Sym pue ¥oB|q ‘OIPEY ‘SAODG UOHEI JO SUOWW Kouq Bupq A|Jms M R 31 dwoy Ajrep
Buiseomoys 3QIUXS [[MM SNONGE B UO 3q [{iM SNO0J JUL "UONEIS BN SLIOISIY UE U] P3jEdO|

A AI0jSIE poUUIOU]T) S O} JSIA B SPNOUI INO) Y], "SUOHORINE AYOMUDY WISYHON pue
neuuRU) Jo moj, A3 oejdwon v aq [im Aepsiny ] ‘Suiuaas ABpssuposy UO [310Y U3 J8 JUDAD
SWODIOM UMY B M O UOIUNAI JNOA oy usly) Bueipu] Agqrecu ui ouse) Ksofzy sse;s ppom
g 01 Sugno uw Kofus [pm spag ey ‘nok soj dn pauyy unBosd uowunal OHILS) B SABY OM

‘Keme saqnuIL (g INOGR ‘3[[1ASINOT Jo Aeme soynuw §7 uolfe( Jo
‘Keme samut (6 INOQE ‘snquUInio)) O punoj oq Avw sasuj aaisuadxa $597 {310 241 03 15350[>
ayy st (DAD) uodiy nsuupU) ‘Suidy are noA J1 g A ‘uoiBuiac) ur pajeoo] Ajenioe si a0y
oy -eare ApPnusy WOYUON/IBULIOULY) [ny1INeaq SUl Ul PIIRoo] A[{BNUSD ST UOIUNGI S JBdA Sy,

8007 ‘€ 3SN8NY — o€ &Inf ~ X3 ‘WoyBuiAc)
@zomz:mm 8007 ~ NOISTATA XU.LNVJANI £01 @

HTNAIHDS ¥ NOLLVINMOANI NOIN(QHY 8007 IIM M DOSSV AIA ANI P£OT

Page 3



103" INFANTRY~2008 REUNION RESERVATIONFOR

Complete and mail this entire form with a check made out to:
Military Reunion Planners, P.O. Box 1588, Colleyville, TX 76034

REGISTRATION FEE -- Everyone Please Pay: people at $15 p.p. =E:|
EVENT A: Creation Museum & Planetarium:
Wednesday, July 30™ (9:00pm-3:00pm) people at $35 p.p.= :
EVENT B - WELCOME EVENT: (6:00pm)
Wednesday, July 30" SELECT Roasted Pork Loin people at $30 p.p.=
OR Baked Chicken with Mushrooms, Peppers & Onions people at $30 p.p.=
EVENT C: Grand Sightseeing Tour:
Thursday, July 31% (10:30am-3:30pm) people at $36 p.p.= I::[
EVENT D: Group Dinner at the famous Hofbrauhaus:
Thursday, July 31* (5:00pm -7:30pm) people at $36 p.p.= E:
EVENT E: National Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson AFB
Friday, August 1% (9:00am-3:30pm) people at $35 p.p.= l:_—_:]
EVENT F: Paddlewheel Brunch Cruise:
Saturday, August 2™ (10:45am-2:45pm) people at $55 p.p.= E:]
BANQUET DINNER: Saturday, August 2™ (Time TBD)
SELECT Pork Loin stuffed with Apricots and Mushroom people at $35 p.p.=
OR Chicken Marsala people at $35 p.p.=
50/50 Raffle Tickets (as many as you like) tickets at $1 per ticket = l::l
Annual Dues: (If not already paid) people at $15 p.p. =[j
Tour Cancellation Insurance: (Protect your money) people at $8 p.p. = E

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE S| |
TOTAL ENCLOSED FOR ALL EVENTS SELECTED = $[ |

>>> PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING :

Name: Spouse/Guest:

Address: City: St: Zip:
Phone: (Home) E -Mail Address:

Emergency contact during the reunion: Ph:

Your Unit: Indicate your type of Membership: Regular OR Associate:

If you are an Associate member, please give the name, relationship, and UNIT of your sponsoring Member:
Sponsor: Relationship: Unit:

Disability/Dietary Restriction: Do you require a wheelchair for tours:

Are you staying at the Radisson Hotel? Are you flying? Are you driving?

Reservations are due by June 15™ . Late reservations accepted on a space available basis with a $10 per person, late fee. Requests for
refunds must be made in writing and postmarked before due date above. No refunds will be made after this date, unless you have purchased
Tour Cancellation Insurance. There is a $5 per person refund processing fee. Your cancelied check is your receipt and proof of purchase.

Date Rec’d: Check # [ Amount$ Posted #

Page 4
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ATTENTION!!!!!

The Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the 103d Association
has requested Mr Harold Branton, editor of the “Trail of The Cactus” (the
history of the 103d Inf Div in WW II) to get a cost of re-print of this great
document. This book provides a very detailed description of the combat
activities of the entire division during combat in Europe, and includes detailed
maps showing the disposition of all the regiments from St Die to the Brenner
Pass. Presuming a reasonable price per copy ($50+), the 103d Association
would order and fund the reprint of say, S0 copies for resale to those of you
who would desire same. This book offers a truly very thorough coverage of
the combat action of the 103d as well as many side-bar stories of individual
veterans. We have found a need to place this book in strategic military
libraries around the country as well as satisfy those of you who were unable to
obtain a copy since it was sold out. Also, we are examining the possibility of
adding a supplement to include the “Call to Duty” Monument which we

recently dedicated at Gainesville on I-35. More on this at our reunion!
(Please Notify Gloria or Chan if you are interested in ordering a copy)

We Need Your Story for the Bio/Photo Program

This program requires your participation by contributing your story
of your wartime experiences, along with photographs, your biogra-
phy, and interesting experiences during training, and particularly,
in combat. Wartime pictures are most desirable. Reference with
Harold Branton (281-399-1118) and/or Luke Martin (302-436-4928)

Historical Focus of NFTCP # 19

The 103d Inf Div made a great and unusual contribution in bringing the war in Europe to a conclusion by
mounting and executing a “dash” into Southern Bavaria and Austria at the very end of the war. In late
March and early April the 103d had been assigned Army of Occupation duties after breaking through the
Siegfried Line on Mar 19 and reaching the Rhine near Worms on March 26, the date 7" Army crossed.
One must realize, that American infantry divisions did NOT have organic transportation to move the
infantry regiments, even one regiment at a time. Therefore, after crossing the Rhine there were only so
many trucks available to move the “straight” infantry units, such that some had to be literally left behind.
However, in late April as Northern Bavaria was occupied, 103d was ordered to move ASAP to Innsbruck
and the Brenner Pass to link-up with the 5™ Army coming north from Italy; they actually met about 40
miles south of the Italian border. The operation at times was somewhat chaotic; due to platoon sized units
capturing battalions, which in turn were liberated by larger German forces, who in turn surrendered to
their captors. (Reference “The Trail of the Cactus” p 64+). The entire operation was a great success, and
prevented any semblance of a “redoubt” being formed by German forces. Your editor presents herein a
number of the press reports and individual contributions to this operation.
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INFORMATION WANTED|

Our Rosters do not show what unit ( Regiment, Co, Bty or Bn) these 100 members were in.

Can you help us out; Please notify JohnPoole or Gloria McLeod

NAME
Aab, Albert J.
Andrews, Joe R.
Angstadt , John H.
Atkinson, Charles R.
Avery,George
Bablo, Joseph
Baker, F. W.
Bartelt, Walter
Bihl, Clayton W.
Bishop, Lawrence E.
Bites, Ben
Bohata, Emil A.
Boyle Sr., David W.
Brawer, Harold
Brenner, Manny
Broaddus, Francis C.
Brockmeier, Robert J.
Brown, Merle D.
Brown, Val S.
Burkhalter, Miller F.
Camp, Robert E.
Ciangiola, Peter
Collins, Charles F.
Connors, Joe
Cook, Oscar
Cross, Edwin S.
Daugherty, William
Dickmon, Lawrence
Distefano, John V.
Doak, Robert L.
Engen, Lee
Erickson, Raymond
Fernandez, Jesse M.
Fleury, Dean F.
Harrel, Charles E.
Hart, Lloyd
Hayes, John J.
Hegle, William E.
Hendrickson, Dean
Henley, Lowry
Hess, Edwin G.
Hightower, Jefferson
Hinz, Clifford L.
Hoch, Kenneth
Hubble, Clarence K.
Ingwaldson, Henry
Jensen, Walter
Jessie, William
Kachner, Stanley L.
Kelley, Edwin

UNIT NAME UNIT
Kibler 111, David Burke

King, Cleave

Kirchhoff, Robert

Kozole, Stanley C.

Kraussman, Rev. George

Kuster, Kenneth

Lake, Richard W.

Luksich, Frank E.

Mallory, Damon

Martin, Jr., Harry W.

McCormick, Donald D.

Mebane, Mitchell

Miller, Clifford J.

Mrosko, Joe

Murphy, Edward P.

Narvez, Ramon

O'Neal, Charles K.

Perelman, Leo

Pohlmeyer, Frank

Quass, Donald

Rock, Kenneth C.

Russell Jr., Ruel

Sawyer, John M.

Schovajsa, Eric D.

Schuette, Lawrence

Short, Harold

Siglin, Leo

Simmons, Jack

Sinkel, John

Snider, Orrin R.

Spence, George B.

Spitnale, Ralph

Summers, Kenneth W.

Summers, Stanley V.

Swari, Leroy E

Talbot, Ross B.

Toman, Clarence

Turner, Sr. , Ray T.

VanLente, Donald

Wadzeck, Troy M.

Wanja, James T.

Welch, Sr., John M.

Westlake , Lloyd

Whittet, William S.

Wilkins, Archie

Williamson, John M.

Woeller, Ted

Woodruff, Russell R.

Woodruff, William

Yardley, Alyn K.
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~ SURRE

at Toward Norway

Captain Rlchnrd W. Clifford, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Clifford,
Pine Plains, and brother of Marjorle
Clifford, city, recetved the first offer
of surrender from the German Army
forces in Inusbruck, capital of the
Tyrol, The Associated Press reported
today.

Captain Clifford, who is married
and maintains a residence in Violet
avenue, received General Burhetm's
surrender offer from aun aged lieu-
tepant. General Burheim was de-
scribed as the comm"mder of the
Innsbrick garrison. .

Attached to the 103rd Cacms di-
vision. commanded by Major Gen-
eral Anthony McAuiiffe, Captain
Clifford received the strrender offer
and be took the aged lentenant to
Colonel Therrell who continued the
surrender negotiations.

Captain Clifford was in France
with the Seventh army and he pre~
viously haa heen awarded the
Bronze star for meritorious achieve~
ment ‘@0 conpection with military
operations against the enemy. He
has been in the service since 1940
and he was stationed at Camp
Howe, Texas, before going overseas
in Octobe: of last year.

C aptain Cln‘ford Helps Negotiate Surrender
Of Innsbruck in Tyrol to Men of Seventh Army

The American forces, made up
largely of men from New Mexico,
Arizona and Colorado, entered the
major Alpine communications cen-
ter abont ¢ hours after efforts of
s Free Austrian group to surrénder
the city of 61,000, failed.

Following the surrender. bid to
Captain Clifford, however, and sub-
sequent negotiations Coloner Ther-
rell led a 409th regiment task force
into the city without firing a shot.
The troops received an ovation in
the capital nf the Tyrol. Austrian
flags few in the town aud a few
white fiags fluttered.

Men, women and children
screatned greetings and threw flow-
ers before the advancing American
Seventh army troops. Bottles of
cognac and wine were offered and
girls climbed aboard tanks and jeeps.

German troops,. still ic uniform,
stood at curbsides as Americans took
over the clty. They carried weapons,
wore free Austria armbands and
shouted:

“Heil Americans.”

The first swrender offer was made
by a German major. Major Bland
West, Norman, Okla, and Captain

See CAPTAIN CLIFFORD page 4

The New Yorker, May 4, 1945

Below left to right: Brenner Pass, May 1945. innsbrook,
ustria, May 1945. Austrian boarder, May 1945.
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103d C aptures Innsbruck
Amid Welter of Conlusion
Ol Negoliations, Uprisings

By HOW. BYRNB, Statf Correspondent R
WITH THE 103D DIVISION,'IN THE AUSTRIAN TYROL ALPS,
May 3, (Delayeéd)—Although German froops in Italy and southern
Austria have surrendered, artillery is still booming in this narrow
gorge leading to the gateway ot the Brenner Pass. Cactusmen are still

fighting and dying here in thee

“Ionsbruck area.

Yesterday the 103d Division,
coramanded by Maj. Cen. Anthoﬁy
C. McAuliﬂe, nude 8 15-mile ad-
vance {

viciouslty defended road-

block.s.

Heavy small arms, artillery and
mortar fire was being encountered
from
by young Gemnn UEutenants who

Two Armies
Capitulate

{Continued from Page 1)

The surrender reduced’ the
enemy’s grip in central Europe to
scattered fingerbolds of wildcat re-
in the Austrian moun-

recently r le com-
missions at Mivenwald, -“the Ger-
man Fort Bemning’
Demamds Surrender
The capture of Innsbruck was
preceded by negotiations condue-
ted by Maj. Bland West, who
called the town commander by
v and d sur-

tains; an uncleared pocket befween
converging American and Russian
forces in Czechoslovakia, and iso-

lated spots northwest of Berlin.
Deep penetrations were made in
all these areas yesterday. Jumping
ott all along the rim of the Bo-
i bowl, 3d Army troops

Tender. The major, who comes
from Norman, Okla, and gave up
a law practice to write deective
stories, told the German major
general commanding the garrison
that Innsbruck would be leveled
by artillery if surrender was not
forthcoming.

At 5 p.m. yesterday, a major
representing the German General
was brought blindfolded to the
division CP to talk surrender. At
midnight Maj. West, with Capt.
Ernest H. Browsn, of Scranton, Pa.,
as interpreter, entered Innsbruck
with the Germssan major, expect-
ing to receive the general's sur-
render.

Germans Clink General

Instead, they found that during
the day a resistance movement
consisting of 300 disgusted Wehr~
machters and 580 civilians bad
seized and jaided the general.

Maj. West pemrned to report io
General McAuMffe that the only
obstacle to sekimg the city was a
fanatical celomal commanding =&
battalion holding she only road into
Innsbruck. This officer had said
that unless e bkeard from his
general, he'd fight to the last man—
and he was wnable to reach the
general becawse of the resistance
people,

Troops of the M3d took advantage
of the chaos amd oconfusion to brush
aside opposition and roll into the
city. And, whothec the city was cap-
tured or liberated—as the joyous

Tati 4 to indicat

:h;rq was no doubt that Iunsbruck
had fallen to the American infan-

drove at least 17 miles inside the
border at undisclosed points. In
Austria, elements of the 1ith Ar-
mored and 26th Inf. Divs. entéred
Linz, meeting little opposition.
Across the Danube, the sister, city
of Urtahr fell without a fight,

Following Friday’s lnkup - be-
tween forces of the 7th and 5th
Armies below the Brenner Pass,
the capitulaiion of the Germans in
Austria came as Tth Army troops
broke through all along the
northern base of the redoubt area,
with Salzburg and .Berchtesgaden
falling to the 3d Div.,, while men
of the 103d Div. captured Inns-
bruck and raced south across the
Italian rontler.

Nazi Gold Hoard
Estimate Doubled

SHAEF, May 5-The great Nazi
gold hoards found by U. S. troops
in the Merkes Mine and hidden
in bank vaults and under chicken-
eoopsotothettownso!tha'rbu-
ringian plain are now egtimated at
fully double the ome hundred tons
originally reported.

What the actual value may be
of the gold and the great flour-
bags full of looted gems of Europe
and currency of the .world cannot

h, ively be g d yet, an
announcement said.

WILL RETAIN WARD CONTROL

WAS’HINGTON’ May § (ANS)-—-
P Truman deck yesm-

The Stars and Stripes, May 5, 1945
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. At Brenner
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On Border

- The northern and southern

operations of the Alliedj3
_armies in Europe were joined

into a single front yesterday,
when troops of the 7th
Army’s 103d Div. raced
through the. Brenner . Pass
into Italy, .to. link wup with

advance units of the S5th| "

Army, moving north from
the Adige valley.

Vlrtually encircling the last
remaining areas of German

- resistance in Central Europe,

the linkup, coming after the

surrender of the Nazis’ south-|

western command, reduced
the operations of the western
Allies to the clearing of
pockets in the mountainous

- fringes of Austria and Czecho-

slovakia.

As the entire roof of the redoubt
caved in, Tth Army men of the 3d
Div. stormed through to clear
Berchtesgaden, Hitler’'s mountain
retreat in the Bavarian appendix.
Salzburg, one of the presumed Nazi
strongholds in Austria, fell.. Inns-
bruck, capital of the Austrian Tyrol,
was captured. -

Organized resistance in the south-
west sector of the 7th Army front
was ofticially said to have collapsed

<

Reds O en
Up Roads
To Prague

What may prove to be the last
battles on the old Rmian—Germm
front. are being fought in central
Czechoslovakia, where forces com-
manded by Marshal Malinovsky and
General Eremenko are exerting in-.
creasing * pressure on the enemy
and opening -up roads to Praxue,; .

The last~German hopea ‘of- etfeq- :

..........
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IDA, SATURDAY, DECEMBER

Two Cactus Men in contrast at
Hershborn, Germany on April 10, ‘45

| day after they stormed the Medi- ||

Patch’s Divisions.
Smash Info Nazi
Industrial Area

German Lines Pierced
At Three New Points

PARIS [AP] Three divisions of |
the U. S. Sevepth Army drove into ||
Germany’s industrial Palatinate |
yesterday at three points along a
12-mile front, four months to the !

terranean shore and. began chas-
ing the. Germans 500 miles . acioss |
France

The first to make the crossing

was the 103rd Division, which |
pushed across at 1:06 P, M,
against sporadic opposition north’
of Climbach and. four miles west:

On the left is an original assignee Paul A.

Paulson of Clear Lake, WI, joined K/410 in Dec

’42 as Pvt for basic training, then carde for 3

basic cycles and promoted to S/Sgt for

advanced training (2 cycles) and then to Platoon
sergeant (T/Sgt) after entering combat near St.

Die, France, a position he served in until the

end of the war in Innsbrook, Austria.

On the right is Peter Kerrigan, of Long Beach,

NY, just 18 years old as a new assignee in July f
’44 and the platoon runner with the nickname of '
“Little Bit” in the 3rd platoon of Co K 410th Inf.
Both went the route without being wounded but
many close calls. (Paulson was with the 103rd
33 months: Kerrigan 13 months.)

Pfe. Cranston R. Rogers sends
his folks, Mr. and Mrs. F. Ray Rog~
ers nf 222 1. Yale, one of the most
highly prized souvenirs of the
Western Front—-a Nazi battle flagz.
Mrs, Rocers received the flag Sat-
wrday morning, but Pic. Rogers
withhield all details regarding ifs
capture. However, he did wriie
that he had been recommended for
the Bronze Star and for a promo-
fion to buck sergeant. Rogers has
Been fighting with the 103rd Div-
ision of Gen. Patchi’s Seventh Ar-
my since going overseas last Sep-
temaber. “It is fearfully cold here
and no place for a Florida bov . . .
I had wmy first hot meal in & long
time on Christmas, but we've been
eating mwstly ‘K’ and ‘¢’ rvations,”
he wrote. Pfe. Rogers entered the
serviee June 23, 1943, after zradu-
ating from Orlando High School.

Orlando Morning Sentinel,
January 29, 1945.

" sembourg in the northeastern cor—

. Baden. Province capital of Karls-
‘ruhe.

of the French frontiér city of Wis--

ner of Alsace.

Forty-five minutes later the
45th Division crossed the border
along wooded ridges at an undis- f
closable point, but in the same!
general ares. -

RIVER LINE- BREAKS

Ten minutes later, the T9th Di-
vision burst the Lauter River line
at the frontier near Scheibenhard,
nine miles east of Wissembourg,
and plunged into the fastnesses af
Bien Wald Forest on the Rhine.
Plain some 11 miles west of the

A late front dispatch sa.xd the
vanguards of Lt. Gen. Alexander
M. Patch’s divisions, which moved:
up to the frontier while the Sieg-
fried Line’s guns were
silent, had come under fire of the
fortifications and were pressing
against outpost bunkers and pill~
boxes. .

Other elements of the 103rd Di-
vision, overrunuing at. least seven
towns in their path, were within a
mile and a half south of Wissem-
bourg, standing at the entrance of
a gap leading info Germany.

Forces of the- 79th Division
smashed into Lauterbourg, at the
east end of the invasion front he-
tween the Vosges -and the Rhine,
and were fighting within 10 miles:
of Karlsruhe, which is across the
Rhine,

i

Orlando Morning Sentinel,

December 16, 1944,
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“To the Victor Belongs the Spoils”

Chan Rogers (G/409) ended the war in
Munich along with Bill Hamm (G/409) and Ben
Ewing (E/411) of Winter Park, FL alt
transferred from 103d as Sergeants Jan/’45 to
157th Inf of 45th 1.D. and entered Munich as
platoon sergeants(T/Sgt); Hamm in B, Ewing in
C, & Rogers in G Companies. (An indicator of
the training & leadership provided in the 103rd)

45th 1.D. Track Meet, Munich, May 1945

Officials looked close to call this one for Cpl.
Russell B Hand, Co. B, 120th Engr. Bn. who
stepped off the 100 yard dash in 11.1. Bunched
up at the tape with him are the men who trailed:
Cristner, 72 AAA Bn., and Rogers and Clark,
both of the 157th inf.



AMERICA’S GREATEST GENERATION: ON THEIR WAY TO WAR

This picture taken late September 1944 at Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe in New York City while on pass from the POE at Camp Shanks,
NY shows young soldiers: (I to r) William M. Hamm of Shreveport, LA, Cranston R. Rogers of Orlando, FL, Robert E. Wallin of Earle,
AR, William R. Gibbs of Ft Smith, AR, and Robert A. Shepard of Houston, TX; all members of Co G 409th Infantry Regiment of the 1039
Infantry Division: Rogers was in the 3" (rifle) Flatoon as BAR man, Hamm & Gibbs in the machine gun section and Wallin & Shepard in the
mortar section of the 4th (weapons) platoon. All survived the war; however, Rogers, Shepard, & Wallin were wounded, Gibbs suffered severe
hearing loss, and Hamm & Rogers were transferred to the 45th Infantry Division January 1945 to replace cadre lost to the German Northwind
Operation following the containment of the “Bulge”. Both Hamm & Rogers were platoon sergeants when the 45th entered Munich as the
war ended May of ‘45.
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