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Board & Business Meeting Agenda: An early look at the 103d Association Board of 
Directors agenda for their meeting on Wednesday July 30 (4:00pm) at the reunion 
contains two items which I discussed in my recent NFTCP message; namely: the 
consideration of a museum for artifacts, and a library for archives of the 103d and its 
veterans. Continued on Page 2 409  722  3211 

        PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

103d Reunion: It is now mid-April and our reunion starts Wednesday evening July 30 in 
Covington, Kentucky, across the Ohio River from Cincinnati at the Radisson Hotel 
Cincinnati Riverfront.  That’s just over 3 months away, and by now you should have made 
your hotel reservations by calling 1-859-491-1200 and identifying yourself as a 103d 
Cactus person by June 15.  Register ASAP, as you may cancel if you later find you cannot 
attend, and rooms could sell out, if you delay. The reunion program appeared in the most 
recent NFTCP, and if you did not save it, we have included herein (in reduced form) the 
complete program. Also, included herein is the registration form (tear out) for our reunion 
activities that must be returned to our “Military Reunion Planners” by June 15th.  We have 
a great reunion planned, and our members face some important decisions to perpetuate our 
legacy to accompany the fantastic monument honoring the 103d veterans, and specifically 
those that paid the supreme sacrifice in Europe. I believe all 103d veterans should attend 
the Division reunion to support establishing our legacy rather than having separate unit 
reunions!

Secretary/Treasurer: Unfortunately, our secretary/treasurer, Al Eucare, has resigned due 
to ill health and family commitments. Al has always been enthusiastic concerning his 
duties and has introduced several innovations, such as the on-card program, however, his 
health along with family responsibilities have not permitted him to apply the time 
necessary to properly fulfill his duties.  His resignation was effective March 8.  
Fortunately, we had a key member of our staff step forward to take over this most 
important position:  John Poole, our assistant vice president and long time member of the 
Board of the 103d Monument Fund, volunteered to take over these very pressing duties 
and put us back into shape with all the administrative work of minding the “Master Living 
Roster”, and, posting the dues.  We were very fortunate that John was able to recruit a very 
talented and business experienced widow of one of our veteran members, Harry M. 
McLeod (G411), to assist him in the administrative and financial duties required for our 
Association. Gloria McLeod will assist John Poole as the assistant Secretary and Treasurer. 
Gloria has over 50 years experience as an administrative assistant and bookkeeper with 
GMAC Corp and other companies, and, also was the secretary for many years of her 
Ancestry Clan Society as a volunteer.  There is every indication that Gloria will readily 
prove her ability to perform her duties second to none and thence be elected to the full 
secretary/treasurer’s position in her own right.  In any case, we now have this crucial 
position filled very handsomely for the balance of my term and reference should be made 
to the new addresses and phone numbers for changed addresses, dues, and the various 
administrative matters that are provided at the end of this message 

Page 1 

.



Page �

Continued from Page 1 

Two Agenda items have developed since my last message: 1) the 45th Infantry Division Museum in OK City has 
indicated that they would accept 103d archives provided the items had been catalogued and ready for storage and 
reference, and 2) the Cooke County (Gainesville, Texas) Morton Museum, with definite display limitations, will accept 
both artifacts and archives.  While we may desire to take advantage of both of these sites, together they probably satisfy 
only a quarter of the desired space.  Therefore, we will continue to search to resolve our needs and this may take two to 
three years to consummate. The Association has created a truly “GREAT” monument and it deserves an archival and 
artifact repository as an accessory.  

The Board Meeting may well result in items brought to the reunion’s annual business meeting on Saturday (Aug 2) 
morning.  By the way, any member of the Association who desires, may attend the Board meeting as a spectator.  If 
anyone has an issue that they would like the Board to consider, please contact your unit representative on the Board 
(Reference the “Staff Roster” on Page 1) and request his assistance or call me (508-533-0422)                       

Tardy Deposit of Dues: Unfortunately, your Association has caused a number of instances of late deposit of dues 
resulting in checks in outstanding status for several months. We NOW have that process under control and we have 
deposited all checks previously received, except possibly 1 or 2.  If you still have an outstanding dues check, please 
advise me by email or phone, and please do not place it in “stop payment” status as that is an unnecessary expense.  I 
hereby pledge that henceforth all checks sent to the Association will be deposited within 15 days of receipt, and I 
apologize for any inconvenience that the tardy deposit of dues may have caused anyone in the past.     

If anyone has a newspaper clipping from the WW II era that describes your service experience or that of the 103d 
Division please scan and email it to me for use in my final NFTCP this fall, or call me, if you have a question or any idea 
@ 508-533-0422. I look forward to a “great” reunion and to see you all in Covington, Kentucky !                                

                                                                                                                                  Chan Rogers 
President – 2008 

NEW 103D ASSOCIATION CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please send all dues, address changes, any change in status contact information 
to our Assistant Secretary & Treasurer: 

Gloria McLeod 
7618 Twin Hills Drive, 
Houston, Texas 77071.

Telephone # 713-772-1492 
e-mail: gmacld@swbell.net 

Dues for 2008 are $15 and checks should be made out to: 
“103d INF DIV ASSN”

Widows are exempt from dues payment 
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ATTENTION!!!!!
The Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the 103d Association 
has requested Mr Harold Branton, editor of the “Trail of The Cactus” (the 
history of the 103d Inf Div in WW II) to get a cost of re-print of this great 
document.  This book provides a very detailed description of the combat 
activities of the entire division during combat in Europe, and includes detailed 
maps showing the disposition of all the regiments from St Die to the Brenner 
Pass.  Presuming a reasonable price per copy ($50+), the 103d Association 
would order and fund the reprint of say, 50 copies for resale to those of you 
who would desire same. This book offers a truly very thorough coverage of 
the combat action of the 103d as well as many side-bar stories of individual 
veterans.  We have found a need to place this book in strategic military 
libraries around the country as well as satisfy those of you who were unable to 
obtain a copy since it was sold out.  Also, we are examining the possibility of 
adding a supplement to include the “Call to Duty” Monument which we 
recently dedicated at Gainesville on I-35.  More on this at our reunion! 

(Please Notify Gloria or Chan if you are interested in ordering a copy) 

We Need Your Story for the Bio/Photo Program 

This program requires your participation by contributing your story 
of your wartime experiences, along with photographs, your  biogra- 
phy, and interesting experiences during training, and particularly, 
in combat. Wartime pictures are most desirable.  Reference with 
Harold Branton (281-399-1118) and/or Luke Martin (302-436-4928) 

Historical Focus of NFTCP # 19 
The �0�d Inf Div made a great and unusual contribution in bringing the war in Europe to a conclusion by 
mounting and executing a “dash” into Southern Bavaria and Austria at the very end of the war.  In late 
March and early April the �0�d had been assigned Army of Occupation duties after breaking through the 
Siegfried Line on Mar �� and reaching the Rhine near Worms on March ��, the date �th Army crossed.
One must realize, that American infantry divisions did NOT have organic transportation to move the 
infantry regiments, even one regiment at a time. Therefore, after crossing the Rhine there were only so 
many trucks available to move the “straight” infantry units, such that some had to be literally left behind. 
However, in late April as Northern Bavaria was occupied, �0�d was ordered to move ASAP to Innsbruck 
and the Brenner Pass to link-up with the �th Army coming north from Italy; they actually met about �0 
miles south of the Italian border. The operation at times was somewhat chaotic; due to platoon sized units 
capturing battalions, which in turn were liberated by larger German forces, who in turn surrendered to 
their captors.  (Reference “The Trail of the Cactus” p ��+). The entire operation was a great success, and 
prevented any semblance of a “redoubt” being formed by German forces. Your editor presents herein a 
number of the press reports and individual contributions to this operation. 
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INFORMATION WANTED  
Our Rosters do not show what unit ( Regiment, Co, Bty or Bn) these 100 members were in. 

Can you help us out; Please notify JohnPoole or Gloria McLeod

NAME   UNIT    NAME   UNIT
Aab, Albert J.  __________________________ 
Andrews, Joe R. __________________________ 
Angstadt , John H. __________________________ 
Atkinson, Charles R. __________________________ 
Avery,George  __________________________ 
Bablo, Joseph  __________________________ 
Baker, F. W.  __________________________ 
Bartelt, Walter  __________________________ 
Bihl, Clayton W. __________________________ 
Bishop, Lawrence E. __________________________  
Bites, Ben  __________________________ 
Bohata, Emil A.  __________________________ 
Boyle Sr., David W.  __________________________ 
Brawer, Harold  __________________________ 
Brenner , Manny __________________________ 
Broaddus, Francis C. __________________________ 
Brockmeier, Robert J. __________________________ 
Brown, Merle D. __________________________ 
Brown, Val S.  __________________________ 
Burkhalter, Miller F. __________________________
Camp, Robert E. __________________________ 
Ciangiola, Peter  __________________________ 
Collins, Charles F. __________________________ 
Connors, Joe  __________________________ 
Cook, Oscar  __________________________
Cross, Edwin S.  __________________________ 
Daugherty, William __________________________
Dickmon, Lawrence __________________________ 
Distefano, John V. __________________________ 
Doak, Robert L.  __________________________ 
Engen, Lee  __________________________ 
Erickson, Raymond  __________________________ 
Fernandez, Jesse M.  __________________________
Fleury, Dean F.  __________________________ 
Harrel, Charles E. __________________________ 
Hart, Lloyd  __________________________  
Hayes, John J.  __________________________ 
Hegle, William E. __________________________ 
Hendrickson, Dean __________________________ 
Henley, Lowry  __________________________ 
Hess, Edwin G.  __________________________ 
Hightower, Jefferson __________________________ 
Hinz, Clifford L. __________________________ 
Hoch, Kenneth  __________________________ 
Hubble, Clarence K. __________________________ 
Ingwaldson, Henry __________________________ 
Jensen, Walter  __________________________ 
Jessie, William  __________________________
Kachner, Stanley L. __________________________ 
Kelley, Edwin  __________________________ 

Kibler III, David Burke __________________________
King, Cleave  __________________________     
Kirchhoff, Robert __________________________ 
Kozole, Stanley C. __________________________ 
Kraussman, Rev. George  ________________________  
Kuster, Kenneth __________________________ 
Lake, Richard W. __________________________ 
Luksich, Frank E. __________________________ 
Mallory, Damon __________________________ 
Martin, Jr., Harry W. __________________________ 
McCormick, Donald D. __________________________ 
Mebane , Mitchell __________________________ 
Miller, Clifford J. __________________________
Mrosko, Joe  __________________________ 
Murphy, Edward P. __________________________ 
Narvez, Ramon  __________________________ 
O'Neal, Charles K. __________________________ 
Perelman, Leo  __________________________ 
Pohlmeyer, Frank __________________________ 
Quass, Donald  __________________________
Rock, Kenneth C. __________________________ 
Russell Jr., Ruel __________________________ 
Sawyer, John M. __________________________ 
Schovajsa, Eric D. __________________________ 
Schuette, Lawrence __________________________ 
Short, Harold   __________________________ 
Siglin, Leo  __________________________ 
Simmons, Jack   __________________________ 
Sinkel, John  __________________________ 
Snider, Orrin R.  __________________________  
Spence, George B.  __________________________ 
Spitnale, Ralph  __________________________ 
Summers, Kenneth W.  __________________________ 
Summers, Stanley V. __________________________  
Swari, Leroy E  __________________________ 
Talbot, Ross B.  __________________________ 
Toman, Clarence __________________________ 
Turner, Sr. , Ray T. __________________________ 
VanLente, Donald  __________________________ 
Wadzeck, Troy M. __________________________ 
Wanja, James T. __________________________ 
Welch, Sr., John M. __________________________ 
Westlake , Lloyd __________________________ 
Whittet, William S. __________________________ 
Wilkins , Archie  __________________________ 
Williamson, John M. __________________________ 
Woeller , Ted  __________________________ 
Woodruff, Russell R. __________________________ 
Woodruff, William __________________________
Yardley , Alyn K. __________________________
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gradu-
ating from Orlando High School.

Orlando Morning Sentinel,
December 16, 1944.

Two Cactus Men in contrast at 
Hershborn, Germany on April 10, ‘45

Orlando Morning Sentinel,
January 29, 1945.



This picture taken late September 1944 at Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe in New York City while on pass from the POE at Camp Shanks, 
NY shows young soldiers: (l to r) William M. Hamm of Shreveport, LA, Cranston R. Rogers of Orlando, FL, Robert E. Wallin of Earle, 
AR, William R. Gibbs of Ft Smith, AR, and Robert A. Shepard of Houston, TX; all members of Co G 409th Infantry Regiment of the 103d 
Infantry Division: Rogers was in the 3rd (rifle) platoon as BAR man, Hamm & Gibbs in the machine gun section and Wallin & Shepard in the 
mortar section of the 4th (weapons) platoon. All survived the war; however, Rogers, Shepard, & Wallin were wounded, Gibbs suffered severe 
hearing loss, and Hamm & Rogers were transferred to the 45th Infantry Division January 1945 to replace cadre lost to the German Northwind 
Operation following the containment of the “Bulge”. Both Hamm & Rogers were platoon sergeants when the 45th entered Munich as the 
war ended May of ‘45.
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AMERICA’S GREATEST GENERATION: ON THEIR WAY TO WAR


