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Buropean - African — lliddle Eastern Theater Service Medal with Two Battle Stare

All members of Battery "C", 382nd Field Artillery Battalion,
who served from the day the 103rd Division entered combat 11 Nov. 1944.
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TIITRODUCTION

This is not a commentary, or a story about a bunch of heroes.
It isn't as general as a division or.a regimental history, where
battalions, companies, and batteries do all the fighting and winning.
It is a more or less detailed account of a field artillery battery and
the men who made it click; men who sacrificed pinstripes and tweeds
for khaki's and HBT's; peace and security for combat and doubt; homes
and families for puptents and buddies. It isn't about the volunteers
who flooded the army recruiting centers, It is just a down-to—earth
diary of the hundred-odd men who accented the call with plenty of good—
natured bitching and turned from John Q. Public to G. I, Joe after
running the gauntlet from Louisiana maneuvers to Valley Creek School
and then on to combat. It isn't a story about heroic conquest or bloody
battles, but just a diary about a few of the men who helped carry the
ball and at the same time, tried to live in hope that they_ﬂbuld one day
return to a life to which all were accustomed. I recall Captain Boydstun's
speech to us before we entered combat, and the prayer that we would be
good soldiers, and not try to be heroes because heroes took unnecessary
chances that might cost them their lives and prevent their being rood
soldiers. As recorder for Charlie Battery, I lent necessary records and
I feel it is my task to make these records available to you. I visited
Joe Byars in Tampa, Florida in April 1979. I nromised to send him a
copy of the places we fousght., I feel it is an horor to those of you
who made these events and places, to give you a backward glance at where
ve spent the winter of 1944-1945. If it only helps bring back some of
those pleasant, as well as those miserable times we shared together, I
feel I will have fulfilled my task as Battery Hecorder and Historian.

I kept a diary until the "Battle of Bastorne". From. then on, until
V. B. Day, we moved so fast, I recorded only our locations. It was my
- food fortune to revisit a portion of the places we fourht in the Summor
of 1973, with my wife and my four children. It wan a nontalsic experience
for me, but unfortunately a "ho-hum" adventure for my children, after the
excitement they had in visiting the great cities of Furope.

The balance of my report is almont verbatim no I wrote it in 1946.
I regret that it took almost 35 years to get it in print.

Gerald E. Jenner
16120556 Corporal

May 1979
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"Thigs Outfit Won't Go Overscacl"

That expression, next to"POM Oualified" is the most frequent'aa well
as the first statement I heard when I joined Battery "C", 382nd Field
Artillery Battalion, Harch 15, 1944, fresh from ASTP and not yetf dry
behind the ears as far as actual army exverience was concerned. Maybe we
- Were lucky for having missed some rugged maneuvers, and maybe we 4rere

unlucky for having missed some training, valuable to us in combat. That
question will never be answered satisfactorily as long as the men in ASTP
and the men who underwent maneuvers can ever ret together to arsue the
point, so I will not even bother to try answering it here. It has been

one of the hottest arguments ever since we got together the first time.
Nevertheless, I will have to admit that all the new men were in for a lot
of training before we were ready for the job ahead of us. "AGF tests",
"POM Qualified", "CHAT", and "POR" were new alphabet soup to us that soon .
got as old in training, as hash and Spam got in combat.

_ Finally though, we were all POM'ed, AGF'd and POR'ed until we were
ready for overseas service. Then we were alerted. Even after the alert,
not over half the men believed we were on the way, and the other half
didn't want to. But want to or not, we were "On The Way".

Our first trip was made via train. We kept in mind all our training
and stopped regularly on the trip for physical toughening, be it the
smallest hamlet or the largest city we passed throuch on the way. We
vwent from Camp Howze to Camp Shanks, New York, passing from the state
of Texas, through Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania and

‘finally New York. While at Shanks, most of the battery sot to see and
enjoy New York City, all the way from the "Latin OQuarter" to the "Bowery",
Wle were given passes to visit New York from Sentember 25th to the 29th.

Wle then were processed throurh the Port of embarkation at Shanks and we
boarded the Monticello on the Ath of October. Members of our battery were
assigned "Ship's Detail", which was probably the luckiest thing that
could happen to us for it gave us free run of the ship. We left New York
harbor and the Statue of Liberty on the 6th of October and headed out to.
sea, destination unknown.

After an uneventful, but excentional novel voyage, we passed through
the Straits of Gibraltar and into the Mediterranean Sea. We docked at
Marseilles after 13 days at sea on October 12, and proceeded to a staging
area twelve miles away on the next mornins after docking. Here we lived
in pun tents as humanly as possible, never forgetting our training, PT,
or guard duty until we pulled out November 5th to po into combat. Most
of the members of the battery got a chance to visit Marseilles and to
register their first reactions to foreirm cities, Tt was widely rumored
that the Monticello was reaponsible for transporting the division, and
tho ront of tho nizanble convoy wan davelpd ovelnsively to hanling our
B0P'g.

On November 5, 1944, we atarted our trecl: to combat. A1l our SOP'a
mugt have been right with ueg, for we magde the irin in a heavy rain with
tops down., One of the boys made the remark that he would like to be the
General's chauffer after the war. "lle would cut the top out of his car
and make him travel the rest of his 1life with 'Top's Down' ". We all
conceded that it waon't a bad idea. Inconveniencen such an thio kept us
alive and kicking during the three days we were on the road. We also had -
our regular stops, but this time it was in the interest of nature's call,
rather than PT call. Some of the stops were in the heart of town, but we
soon learned to sacrifice modesty for comfort.

-
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We travelled up the beautiful Rhone valley through Avignon,
Montelimar, (scene of tho important battle for Sonthorn Trance), Tgon,
Dijon, (nmecene of Lho Link=up of Morbhern nnd

Soulhorn m'nllﬂn) nnd on to
Brouvelliers, where we spent the nipht before entering combat on the
8th of November,

The trip through Southern France lasted three ddys, and

the trip from Camp llowze, Texan to combat: took only forty-four dayny and
the fellows who thought it couldn't he dono modified thoir ntntomént only
a little bit: "This outfit won't go to the Pacificl"

~



COMDAT D1 ARY
November 8, 1944:- Le Rouges Raux

We pulled into position in the rain. The kitchen was un in"a pine
forest., There had been a battle there a day or two before and all the
fellows started collecting souvenirs. It was there that the famed’"Loot
Bapg" was born. There were a number of weapons on the battlefield, and’
some of them undoubtedly made their way back to the United States. The
radio section fot a real work-out trying to line up communications
before sending their sets up forward. The gun sections fired on St. Die
and Tantrux. We fired everything from charge two to charpe seven, Head
quarters got to set up in a hayloft. It was like heaven on earth after
our rainy trip.

November 20, 1944:- La Bourgance

The Third Division started the ball rolling by crossing the Muerthe
River., We went into their sector to support them, but our artillery wasn't
needed that morning. Truck drivers Schroeder, Russell, Abernathy and
Ferguson all got stuck in the mud in this position. At about 0500, just
as we started to bed down, the corps opened un with a hellaceous barrage.
We fired a lot the next morning.

November 22, 1944:- Hurbaché :
We passed a lot of "kaputed Krauts" and pulled in at night into a

soggy field and slent in a barn next to a potato factory. The doughboys

- Wwere moving pretty fast so we didn't waste mwch time, 88's splattered a
couple of times on the hill in front of us the next day. Few fellows
knew about them and fewer ducked. Among those who hit the mud were
sergeant Murphy and Corporal Jones, who had experienced their sound and
fury with the forward observers.

November 23, 1944:- La Petite Fosse

We pulled into this position arain at niaht. The CP shared the
tent of the 3rd pun section and the wire section's quarters.

November 24, 1944:~ St. Jean D'Ormont

We went into position on the side of a hill. ¥We had to walk straipght
up the side of the hill to chow. By the time we pot back down the hill,
ve were hungry again. Our only consolation was an excellent Thanksgiving
dinner n day lato. .

November 25, 1944:- Colroy-Imbino

We pulled into position in the evening. The doughboys were rolling
dand we were expecting to see the Rhine any day, but they were stopped by
a road block a couple of miles ahead of us for a day or two. Sgt. Harrist
gun went "over the hill". Boudreau gave up and wanted to die right there.
We dried out his uniform, which consisted of one suit of Summer underwear,
ome suit of Winter underwear, one suit of fatirues, one suit of 0.D.'s,
a pair of windbreakers, a field jacket, and a raincoat. After he dried
out, he had more ambition than anyone else.

7



November 27, 1944:~ I'ouchy

Aftor n lows march, wo pnllod inko n Lovn mnd anlald fnhed n U7 Iy
a house full of green apples, The fns were in plaloon formation. Sergeant
Marchbanks drove Boneh'n truck loaded with ammunition into a ditch, bhut no
gront harm van dono. Ho Tired our [4roal pronasnnda nholln Crom thiln mn
position. 2 &

lovembor 28, 1944:— Villé

We.pulled into thin ponition in the evening. The rmns were right behind
a small rise. The Ack-=Ack Lieutenant had hin foot blown off by an anti-
personnel mine. We thourht we were getting shelled so we hit the dirt. We
soon discovered it was the 384th firing. Later that night the town behind
us was shelled. That is the position where the 4th section, Pazel, Bowles,-
and Hartronft started the ball rolling by digring their first combat sumps.

November 30, 1944:- St. Maurice

The funs were on the edpe of a timber line with the C.,P. in the
timber. All the fellows had their finishing touches of the CG.I.'s here.
After that the guartermasters cut down on the concentration of hash and
started shooting us Spam. Turbin brought back some old marks from the front
and we thought he was-a millionaire. O

December 1, 1944:— Thanville ] ‘

That is the place that Haight met his old buddy from Sapinaw. The
.wine flowed like the Mississippi and the whole battery was out to stop
the flood.

December 2, 1944:- Scherwiller

We were still affected by the wine when we pulled into this town to
support the boys in Selestat. Sgt. Martin acted as telenhone operator.
We got one too many rounds away on the adjustment. Ho-hum - more combat
sumps! . >

December 5, 1944:- Kleinfrankenheim

We pulled into position behind the lines to reorganize. I traded the
mayor three candles for a llazi flag. lle acted as if he wanted to lkeep it
in case the lNazi's came back. We were able to ret into onr duffle bars
hore for the firnt timn ninea we lelk Maraeillen,

December 8, 1944:- La lalck

We changed sectors and went lorth. It was at this position that we
were buzzed by a (German -plane, onc of the last remnants of the glorious
Luftwaffe, followed in hot pursuit by an American P-47. Jake fired a whole
box of 50 cal. MG ammo at it. To relieve the tension, we teased Jake by
telling him he was firing at the wron{plane. Sergeant Schroeder and his
third gun section were mired down in the mud and didn't get into position
until the next day. We had to walk a long way to chow at this position
also. OQur German and I'rench language skills were coming into practice a
little more here. Do you remember the wood pile next to the house the wire

4



neotion wao in? Tho only man who didn't appreocinlo onr uno of 1t wnn tho

owner, and Serpeant Martin's answer to him was: "Nix Verstay- Merci
Ronueoupn" ,

December 11, 1944:- Mertzwiller

Our drive to the Siogfried Line wag under way. We itlopped on the.
edpe of a "blitzed" town with heans of destruction in both men and
materiel around us. We had a model position with every section in a
house and two chickens in every pot. We had to move out that same night.
~ too comfortable?

December 11, 1944:— Laubach

Mud! Mud! Mud! Mud! Mud! Mud! Mud!

December 12, 1944:- Gunstett

The battery pulled into position on the side of a hill defending the
town, The C. P. was in town. The kitchen came up the next day.

December 13, 1944:~ Merkwiller

We went through & forest into an oil field and made a hasty occupation
of position, firing right away. Sullivan ovnerated a "shuttle" service and
took people to chow that night in his truck.

December 14: 1944:- Berlinbach

We were on the Maginot Line with the C. P'. and the wire section in
pill-boxes. The gsuns were dug in on the road on top of a hill and the
rest of the battery was down in the town.

December 15, 1944:= Cleebourys

Sergeant Johneon was relieved am mess sexrseant and Nogart wan named
to take his place. Jones was named chief of section and Labik made gunner
corporal., ¥

December 16, 1944:- Rott

Every section had a house, an excellent set-up, but the Jerries were
using too many "Screaming Meemies" for us to bhe comfortable. Everyone got
to take a bath. ) r :

December 18, 1944:- Schweipen

The first section went into Germany. They were reported to be the
first 105 gun to enter Germany in the Seventh Army. They didn't go into
position that night though. They just stayed in the hotel and ate fried
chicken, home style! Ilo Hum! Tveryone wrote letters home, datelined:
"Somewhere in Germany" and the wine flowed fast and free.

A



Decembor 22, 19441- Oberhoffon

Thio wan tho £irnt timo we pulled back, only to ruppert the infantry
better in case of a counter-attacl:, The Bastogme breakthrough forced us
to change sectors the next day.

From this point, to the end of the Combat Diary, I kept no notes on
activities and events descriptive of each position. The balance of the
diary lists only poeitions and distances hetween positions that we occupied
until the end of the war in Cermany. The balance of my commentary on the
events is taken from a letter home after the war ended in May 1945,

"We were the first division to cross over into Germany in the Seventh
Army. We were just about to attack the Siegfried Line, with an anticipated
heavy expense of men when the Germans launched their big counter-attack at
Bastogme. We replaced an armored division to the West of us on the line,
because they had greater mobility than our infantry division. We took up
a defense position outside the city of Saarbrucken and stayed there three
weeks, while the situation to the North and West of us was brought under
control. We then moved from Lorraine back to Alsace to go back on the
offense, but the Germans were trying to get back into -Alsace after they
failed to exploit their breakthrough at Bastosme. We received credit for
stopping their drive into Alsace, even though we had to mpve back to the
Moder River Winter defense line to stop them. One of my buddies, and I
regret that T do not recall which one it was, was on.the line, either as
a forward observer, or in the infantry company that we supported. Tle
+ described the action as follows:'A new German mountain division had been
in training in Norway and they came down to heln drive us out of Alsace.
They were S5 troops and they were very treacherous. We had been on the
alert in our foxholes for 52 hours and we were all exhausted from lack
of sleep, when the Germans rushed us, yellins in nerfect English: "Ue
will kill you all, you dirty American bastards!" We were almost thrown
into panic, but we held our ground. It was there we learned to hate Germans.
A1l of our officers and non—coms were killed in this battle and the few
men left had no one to 'lead them. We recorganized what few men were left;

9 men out of 59, and sneaked past the Germans back to the Americans. We had
no way of knowing where we were poing so we just went in the direction of
the artillery flashes and finally all nine of us got back to the American
lines, We had to rweat out our own artillery, falling on un, as well an on
the Germans. The next day we reorganized and drove the Germans back to the
position where they started their counter-attaclk. Most of them never pot
back, thoupgh. They preforred to die, rathor than give pround, which in
exactly what they did. We had few casualtics, fortunately, poing back,.' "

"We spent the rent of tho Winter defending our line in the vicinity
of the village of Httendorf. On March 15, the entire Seventh Army launched
.2 whirlwind offensive at the Siepried ILiine, apgain with our 103rd division
spearheading the attaclt and breaking; the line. Seven days later, we were
on the banks of the Rhine River, along our entire front. We picked up a
now division commander while we were positioned on our Yinter defense line.
He was none other than General McAuliffe, the hero at Bastogne."

{e-



"By tho time wo reached the Rhiine River, wo hnd npont nonrly 150
dayo in combat. For the next month, from March 2' fo Aoril 22nd, we were -
annimed to tho Army of Oeccupntion to naniat tho Allied Military Govern-—
ment., We reentered the line near Stuttgart, and drove down to Austria
and Italy, where we linked up with the FFifth Army at Brenner Pass. By
this time, We had brolen the back of the fierman army and we were fighting
the Wehrmacht, or "Peonle's Army, which consisted of very old and very
young men. They were using horses rather than motorized equipment. The
death and destruction we observed in this last month were worse than any
we had observed at any time during the war. In addition, our troops
liberated the survivors of several concentration camps. This carnage was
also the worst we had seen, or ever hope to see again, ever. We were in
the area of Innsbruck when the war ended. Tor most of the men of Battery
"C", 382nd Field Artillery Battalion, 103rd Division, the war was over."

December~23, 1944:- Leywiller (not a gun position)
December 24, 1944:- ﬁuebehhouse or Metzing

January 10, 1945:- lousewiller or Hetzing St
January 14, 1945:— Froschwiller (not a gun position) :
January 15, 1945:~ Mitachdorf

Janvary 21, 1945:- Pfaffenhoffen

January 22, 1945:- Ettendorf

February 1, 1945:- Obermodern’

February 5, 1945:- Ettendorfl

February 22, 1945:- Lerwiller

March 14, 1945:- Busweilor

March 15, 194%:~ La Walck

March 16, 1945:= Fnrwiller

Harchth, 194%5:= Lherback

March 18, 1945:- Mitschdorf ;
ﬁarch 18, 194%:= Drachenbronn

March 19, 1945:- Cleebonrp

March 20, 19453; Weiler

March 22, 1945:- Birkenhordt, Germany
it



March 24! 1945:~ Insheim, Germany

Harch 24, 1945t~ Klingen

March 25, 1945:- Bellheim

March 26, 1945:- Klingen

March 28, 1945:— Ogrersheim

April ‘4, 1945:- Osthofen A;my of Occupation - not a fgun position

April 7’ 1945=_ Bibesheim " n " nonoon "

April 9, 1945:- Partenstein . " e ol 9
April 20, 1945:- Mainhardt "™ ® " now "
April 22, 1945:- Schorndorf " " . L L | "

April 22, 19453-Kircheim -

April 23, 1945:— Owen

April 24, 1945: - Geislingen

April 25, 1945:- Oberelchingen

‘April 27, 1945:- Reidin -(not a gun position )

April 27, 1945:- Neuberg - (not a gun position)

April 28, 1945:- Schwabniderhofen

April 29, 1945:- Garmisch-Partenkirchen - (not a gun position)

April 30, 1945:- Garmisch-Partenkirchen ‘

May 1, 1945:— Scharnitz, Austria )

May 2, 1945:- Seeféld "

May 3, 19451~ Leithen il

May 3y 194%:- Innsbruck 4

May 6, 1945:- Sellrain " (not a gun position)
V-E DAY -

May 9, 1945:- Kematen, Austria

June 15, 1945:-'Axama e
.
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