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H ARMY IN GERMAN OFFENSIVE

(The _followeing accownt of {he actions
of the Uniled Slatea Beventh Army, un-
der command of 'Lt Gen. Alerander
M. Pateh, fr., US4, during the period 15
Deo. 1623 Jan., was prepared of Secenth
Army Readgw: he requeii of ihe
&

ters ab i
ARMY aWD NavY JOURNAL)

A N account of Beventh Army's suc
* cesstul repulse of an offensive by
the German Army. Grobp G .and Army
Groug Upper Nhine during the first three
weeks of January would not be scen In
-proper llght unless considered tn relation
to the mnjor German’ offensive against
the First'U. 8. Army which began {n the
Elfel ‘sector on’ 16 December—one day
afler Beventh Army troops crossed the
German border. A second factor which
cannot' be Ignored In  Seventh “Army's
success 8 the fact that the mighty Rus-
slan offensive began on 12 January and
asvuméd efer. (yerenadng. proportfons.
On 15 Decamber, Botebtl, Army troops
pushed Ints.Germany arotnd’ Bobenthal:
Thes. had sacured - Strasbourg aAnd fated |
Nortbeast,-leating. the Colmar: Pocket to
be ¢leaned up by the Flrst French' Army,
+ Beventh Army at ‘that time consisted. ot
slx Intantry and ‘two Armored Divislona

o
Corps wwas on the right; with ity fank

mand the 3d, 45th, T0th and QOSIInt
Dirs. pnd the-14th :Armorelt DY, Un the
left, XY Corps had:the 44th, and 100th
18f, Dies, the 12th Armored .DI¥, and;
the . 100th, Cavalry Group.. ,The LArmy
front was 47.miles In widih !

; . tH )

mrloe ~ 8

e o iAn Editorial T “T'rial’ Run’ Sought For
T team of victory aa representod by our. THeh st it contlive (o iti T Bt ot 3
fanctlon, with some médlgcnllonm LI 7 e RLHU“] C(”"””SMO”S
the essence of ‘the mewdiectlys * 14(h and Tth. e ¥ar Daepartment this week asked

shoulders of: F| Adrmlre) Npme N LTADOO Stopgrede e lie IE puthordty to commia.
tieponsibilliv ',”f.‘ AT JOIN FORCES "ok Heenlar Afrg g tn 260 oM.

Btats o by Doug Pringle (A" Troop, 94ih Recim) ‘ T e e
e Pholocopied learsheris from the Army Navy Journol fur " snaither paragraph, “beviiee 1 was serspinr Fogs fain. 1 e
of April 7] 1945 turiied up ai the 141k Armored's. 191 Nutionai and limited » isilulity might fie, expettédl W, rediive the effec. A
FI - Reunlon ot Telemark Lodge last year., The malgrial inclutfes - thencws of on: Al sppont AL tuehed bt ierewere only A

references to our division of interest 10 all Liberatory, | huve. thiee days of good fhing Weathier between | Janpaiy and: 28

sel down ¢.tumber of my Impressions and recollectiony fhot . January." TR e . : .

"resulted from o reading of thix history. I'm su Tt o long Gine | had. beeh wondering whether there teally
will find the *'7th Army in German Offensive* 1 Wasa LS. AT Fored.an bl [iwas-inanths and pioiith

reading. before we saw any American’plihés. lefore that, MEH 095

. N coand even ific now MIE262 fert seenied 1o hasen free hand.

= oWhen A Troop was widered tavaitach Gambslieim oné”
carly motaing; our guys cheered'shen fighter plancs showed
up. The waving and hollering-stapped, though, when they
proved to'be German planes, s hose gns ploned down the

Deseribing. ifil( as ihe *Spokeiman of.thé Services Since
.1883;""the Army Navy Journal detajls.the Seventh Army's: «
successful repulic’of a major German. ol fensive that dated

., from December '15)"1944 o Jaruary 25, 1945.

b, Included in the report, prepared at Seventh Army head- Amcrican attackers, ¥ .

W) quartérs, ate names of places and events that il copure up Onee, an officer, nof (rony the 941k, who had fought in - % oy
. €0, all kinds' of memories for. members of the 14th Atmored | Africa, 1old an A, Troopet (o stop firing o .48 pistol ata ns,..
. 41t . Divislon; Associatlon, ! : . strafing plane, "*You'llianly tiads him mudder and fie'll A
LA Libetptors will remembier that originally the 1th wasFart’ ! corie hack and really s ¢ s Bl the olficer widi ;7 to
ATA - of the Sevenih Army, under Li. Gen. Alexander M. Patch, " The Army. Navy Jiuenal alid takes siate.of “the tremen. . o+

sbe Js. Later; Geriy Grorge 5. Peitoq’s Thitd Army would ™ . dyus moraledasiof s blved for the Ciepias-ima snecess i A% t"

ot assimilate the J4ih,.Bét that's-another story, ot reaapture of Alface )\ Liberalors uidoubtedly rementber o

ar I remember Gen, Pateh being described a3 an unassuming * + that the loyaltics 6f 4ll Alsatians were notwiththe Allfec iy

A but highly efficient commander. My scrapbook icludes a Most treated usiwell, but 1 recall a family or (wo'that were

A0 clipping ffom The Milwakes Journal, dated November 22, openly hostilé and preferred to speak Gernian, thoughithey .

St 1943, which (ells of Patch's,death, nt age S5, from ¢ " ', were bilingual, S o R he

[ pnéumonia and describes him a3 a **high' tempered, slightly Then there »m"m‘c farover plosing his field Mar. my Al’ccp ‘:; 5

alb built six footer.™ ' RN =k crew and | stopped (o alk with, He really put the war into he

At Lois of‘othet outfits, whoso nafes will'be famjliar to-all, ", “perspective forite, This faimer said he didn't care whéther all

€07 L 4th' Armoted men, ate meritioned in’the article, oo, The in: " the Frénch or German held Aliee. Al he wanted was to "

. (antry divisions | femémber best were: the 481h W
Ar o (Thunderbied), 36ih (Tevis) and T9th, oscnickname © |
1 edipes me but' whoie patcl batkgroutid and a;

o PRI

faren his Jand it peace, i)
2% ' Before the new Year sagoicethans
sihe Getmany.in fad lunched e dffendivs aga

few minyes ol
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e viesaE By T LU e
a 16mile trontage,  The.. Army ight
fapk. extended along the Rhine for 30
mlles and ras gunrded by the elements of
oewly ‘arrivéd. Infantry - regiments who
were. to' complete tralnlng In”the Rhine
Valley pdor to ‘employment in combat.

The mlnl {gnificant terraln feature
In the Armysector were ' the . rugged

Lower. Vosges Mountains which ‘bisected
the Army sector . roughly parallel to the
axis of adrance and roughly correspond-
ing to.the bonndary betrreen ‘the. two

. Corps. On the East wab the' Alzace Plaln

and-on the West was ‘the ;enuy rolting
Saar River Valley. It ‘wis ofily- fn the

Voeges sector, around Bltche, thatthe

Maginot Line had not-beédn reduced. ¥

Having fafled in three. weeks of de:
termined effort to .penetrate Béventh
Army's pasitlons, the enemy made no fur-
ther serlous offensive thrust. 'The spot-
lght shifted to'the American-French op-

eratlons to drive the Germans from the |

Colmar Pocket.” Theé Ardénnes offensive
bad falled, and the Russfan’drive toward
Berlln waa drawing. Arst-class
tronps frofn the. Wmern front,
To what extent  outslde Infuences

were rm‘pOanlble for Seveath Armyau de '

feosive success will perhaps' néver. be
koown. ‘There ‘can be no doubt; in any
event, that the Germans attempted a ma-

- Jor- offénsive 'and that, they falled to

break through, I-kcel!cnt Q-2 work polnt~
ed each new thrust [g'time for

9-tum 1o Page

e
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Cheekrintred MY,

enemy:,

| algns «

the

Regula '
permat
men) -y,

TRy 0
Dec. 1

Warraue v

fcer—Th

of rank as such, [n'the ¢ase-of Regular,
and dates of commencement of contina-
(Pleass. turn -to" Page 987)
e ]

Uvinaiti) USHTEIS TG TEUTE UNAT TSl a (IR, (AnCy

cross: | remember the 12th Armored Division, too.’

Espesially do | 'tecall 1he 36th, because my outfit, A Tioop
of the S4th, “retieved' men of that infantry division fiom
outposting a monicitacy near-the Moder River onedark,

night, That was the night.the 36!h jumped:off. actoss xh: g
Moder, without mmcry pvrpar:uqn to, ba)nnn Germany.in
theif foxholes: i

Men of the 36th wote \hhc fags nrou‘ﬁd xhnmum\s 3¢ they
could distingulsh friend . from enemy. When. | heardiscreams
fromGermians caught Unaware, 1 thanked God | was wher¢ |
Ciwas In'a !hell»damutd cold bul nl:(l\d)‘ safe
mondstary, |

My mémory is vague these days, ' bu( 1 UO recall the
foreboding associated with the name *Bitche'' and some df

Ithererude Jokes it evoked. The closesi my platoon got (o

"Bitché, [ Lhink, wai,| Phnlmpsbouu, where I'nursed a fire by
sloshing: gasoline from a five-gallon ean into.a potbeltied

stove. I-doni't know wM‘ the place dida't blow g, i

Describing: Bitcheas g Odrnun !strong link in the
Maginot chnm‘ 1the Journal u)\ *““{the Town) wat to be held
to:the lm man."" Ordersto German platoon leadgrs wete to
" shoot imen. who warited fo surrender..

“This reminded me of the timie We were held up at some
latming village even thotigh an attachment of tank
destroyers were p«rovmmg deadly acgurate shooting for Ui,

i We learned: latér-from prisoncrs’that it had taken the threat
of only onc S.5. olﬁcn (o kcvp the town's defenders from
giving u|

"wmh« hmrcd mc tncm)' ** the Journal comments in

080 wnrranl ohicers whuse dulen «s Lnaplains,

Ldevenin Army ¢ ., 7

The presentation was mdde In \pr 3
rclary 5.0fMce |0, The l’onlngon' Maj: Gen
(I'hau furn to l’npc 038)

says the Journal, "It was Jeported
thal enemy (roopy attgehed u1ndug5 up, smgmg ‘and ', i
shouting ar if intovieated:” R

Without benefitof” mm\lwm spne, n\cn fn A Imqp -

fired carbines al. rakihiis and yirkked-it.up a bl as they, oo, *he
walked upright that indring-of Gamibsheim. Théy were £
wrong if they bchc\cd {he Clerians would not defend the the
village.. Sgt. Michacl Kimko, A Troops first battle 1oss, was sen
killed there a4 fic lay pronduindér martar fire. “I’n"l‘[‘
Almost fudigrous was the, way Gen. )’nlth Tnformed Cien. red,
de Brigade Schwarlz, lvc:\d\ ilitary governor at res,
Strasbourg, that the ciry \«uuld hc defended (sce page 979, the
left hand column)y )
“am sure sou wilk by relieced 1o fearn that 1 have fe- R
« ceived permission (r6m higher hcadguarters 1o defend 1
Steashonrg with all thie ieans at My command," i
Avone Liberator, who cafisiders, tie subsegient orders for [
. this defense MSIIMhmIlg at teading ta. the consequient*da "
2o die™ for the 14th, commented, 'sonnds [ike hé (Rateh) 2ot
was more concerned with relieving the Frefieh' getiéral of his - [
anvieties than he was abuiit (he fortheoring batile,and ity ";
outtame o probable high number of casualiies.” “:“‘
Iatten, the name of a Freneh vitlage: that will” mvhwhlv hc i
mast caily remembeted, Is mentioned for. the first time in i
Jthe Joutnal report this way: *What trancpired duriig the b
‘pcrmd 828 January can be best-10ld chidnologically. The s
bitrer hgmmg which wved sn,\«bmng daes not fit into a the
neal picture. Tq emphasize the Gambiheim action at the ev he
pense of that 4" Hatten would be  disiogion." oty
| tmed on Puge 979) % “upon
3 and sl

\ar_ fineertain faetors relited o npm\tlvn-

+ tenin actlse aerviee. )

“Beparatlony lrom the Reeaiar Army: Qm» K
(Plcase turn fo Page 087)
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Tth Army in German Offensive

{Continucd from First Page)
Aife of pracrves, aad (e Amerian fataatry-
man held his grosnd, .
01 Ficture
vn.n the fallure ¢f the enemy to hold the
Barern. poattion North and’ South of
Philebocrs b Fablted 1n the captare of
Birasbogh and the split'between the J0th nnd
Artriles, (e 19th Army continved
unu tesislarion 10 efforta to drivy It
e, A3 the Beventh Aimy turped
: Hortbeart, the et and 5534 Dire, bad been
virtuslly destroyed as n force capable ot pros
tectlog the Blextried Line mpmu hes . 80
Kartlarshe, The ¢nemy quickly feinedled thia
GeBelency, Nowever, by smcceaylrely
with thaxuu 5% tha 11t Pantér, 2905 PAne
QOrrnadie 130th Panter: Dire, ‘uotil the
o a0 Nb(h Dlvl. arrived from, Holiind
1a early D«vm
The Beventh A m-cd steadily North-
east fowards the llcl’f’hd Lioe while the Ger-

e
gk i

YE>RT

A v ' man 16t Army attempléd to withdraw ‘with
I miniinum expenss to Blegfried positions. This
R was l. coptruat to n's determ|

 Lermal
xresatve ¢ffort to maintaln hls bridge-

& an,

2 head lu Alisce, against forces of (he First
4 Freock Ariny seeking to. close (he Colmar
k. Pocket. PW's trom all the divialons faclag
‘1 Bereath U. 8, Army mentiobed that thelr divi-
{3 ' sloas wers to withdraw (o the Weut Wall by

about 16 December. Ope wxceplion was that
Bltche, a atrong Jink in the Magiuot chula,
was to be held Lo the last man.  PW's told of
my wrong cmmy disciplinary mexsures, lo-
latoon jeaders.to ahoot any

oto

rders from the Fuhrer Hanptquarter to
lhd.:.d "Il.lhl West Wlll you shall Aight

- -
. ‘The major sevent Affecting nmny Torees (ac-

reilef of wlements of the 1MA Pltw D(v. b]
the 35Tth Volksgrenadier Div fa the:

y sector, bility that
Groap G.might be mwped ot all ks mohlk
nnits conrtdered. Z1st Pllur Dlv h
Bt been nu-‘morﬂy 1dentified
1t was' belleved that u. hdx bt

iy, - these bite umu
‘-w ntpt elther (v North ec bs avallable to Ger-

(it Army in or o -au
tona ta he futare.
“ Lot Minak Xxtandod

Decenmiber, It had becoma prml
'mt u« German® offenstve: apalist: Twelfth,

Army to ‘fegronp for vpenuom{ aryloat the
Ardennes sallekity ud was t}drpqd & dalens:
stre misdon,

- The uttndon ol

‘rledly transferred Northward {n order to pas-’
‘telbate Lo the all-out cmm In the Firet U, 8.
LA, Ther. po Army

g T Rt
‘thian 16 endunger ths ‘Iategrity ‘ot ita forcwal
Deapite all security precantions, the m,(\»
ward movement ‘of suppliea’snd’troopd could
hardly fall 1o e obvlons even to clvilfan oh.
pervers. The Beventh Arory (-4 had fo ¥ehigtie
down forward aapply dumipe lo s minimaom,
WIthfn seyrn dayd after 20 Dacemben, 8000 (o
9.000 tons of ammunitipa alotie. had bren
moved (rom dumph’ East St e Vougrs, té
er locations 1w the ear:
8.000 tana of ammahition -m .
wacd from.  forward damp ta (ke XV Corpe.
| mector. . Thin doty not Include a -maltitdder of
" local moves which had:to be effectrd (ot for-
watd' dumpa;, which ‘were’ practically ‘ander
snemy mortar fAire On'the other band; Ord-
arice apd EAginerr pervonnel had to work
“feverlahly [tranuporting intl-tank. ahd’ antle
(perronoel mines, barbed wire, pleketn, demo-
Mti6ne conckrting wire rav-nrq Inta the com.
s batiarean :
11 the paHod from 20 Docrmliet. 1031 De-
tethber, Keventh Army had,only. llinfted phyal.
ul .confact, wilh .enemy ‘anlta -opposing. W
bal thers wherapparent o continued efort on
the phit of the snemy to redt wnd reorgunire
his-dlvisions (n prvp-rmnn tor g efenelve
vlvn.‘ln( DVE oF,
olksgrénddier Divi had m
the lioe and. was redtting,
Volhmnﬂkr b\v. lpmnd 10’ the. péct:
e 17th 88 Panier’ Qrinadlér. 1hr., ‘contrm-
h:r the idea that (he ATUA: 8% Panier Orroa-
dler. Div. waa.learlog oaly ' ‘shell, In-contact.
839th Div., which hud been emplayed on the
aomhem Rank of the Third: U. A Army had
not been uu-tmomy ldwllﬂyd wince 19, De
cember a e to Be Fefittlng, D
Panrer Gnnudkr D|v ppasred 1o

by tew sca mounting the Hiex
tred pwu.nu, uc Dha balk of Lve malt re-
ftted In . the' Zwelbrocken ares.. 11 became
lrmn: that the’ mos impartant maobile salt
the German Firkt Army, the. st Panuer
Dlv, h-d nol  one ! North but was. .nn In the
or. LiXe 17th' B8 Panner

mualq Dived eee haa only w'shell tn the.,

“fhe irvnitre tlquulllv- of 'the gnemy on
Seyenth ‘Army'n romt wernatrongly polnted
wt mu Arpiy (-1 estimate of (he

reagth, pwbluhod 2 Decem
bo -du!uuuua eomy’s everall sty ¢
defenalys 8D to that time, the
axunnnl nwmd defints may bulldup t»
arrds whick might effect Berynth. Aymys
(u Tp the Bast Rhtng vmq and the D-Iau
mdmna. (2):1n thé Baarbrockes ai

Army e
cmmkn 20¢k, Panser: Orenndier,
Pan'ier Diva, wad very uh\, o

10 addition to the roemy’ obﬂvn‘ mminr
opersliohs, the-0-2 estima
fact that both'the terrain and vvcl)« cunnd
vaemy e a0 sttick. Three major

?

tontributed to the terrsin adventage: (Y
formed 4 céntin -mnn;nuk
‘the frout

Rhine RI
for Betwnth Army Xalt wi long ‘s
Itaelf; . (7) “The

Mountalng »
‘manieatign;
witn n mlnr-l detesslve p«luon, “but on'«n

ing Blm Bly ‘wecire fan¥ for. m
m:plmmck que(onv i b, mnld Aold .the
mouataln passes; (1) The 8arr Rivergowing']

Dorth abort 10 mlick frest of §nd paratie) to

‘cadtd ot e qu

Alsé, thé: NS e facto Involred
fér the Qermana In a sacceastil tecaplare of
Alince bad o, be conuldered, Thin would
all the more trae 1 the attark in the Kitel
arcn, falled Lo achjere any uahatantial saceess

HNARY Yarmarks Raseryes

On the saine day that (hé’ Aumm 1 ot
Bty Aty Oronp closed at M.l-lmnu and
wlthdrew to VIttel, Dreemliet, Herenth
Atmy's nesly wrrired XX1 'Corpy was glren
L contral-of the 39th. Tnf Dir and’ the 12th
Armored Div, and told fo sédemhle [n:the
Phalabante—Karrebourk area ae 8I(AEF Re
serve. The Corps Commander, Mal. (en, V. W,
Milbotirn, recelvéd orders tn le prepared to
move on shot{ nollre 1o an arva to be dealy:
oated by blgher bhendaoarters,

These things were dobe b aevordance with
nstructidne, trom the' Commanding
Geaeral, BIath ‘Army (icoup, confrmed hy
Sixth Army Qroup Letter of Tnatrucilons,
dated 20 Decembier 1944, whieh [afd down nuics
cesslve withdrawal - foslitons aog ol
that.the maln defener {lne wonld, follow the
Z-'(ryn’nlupd of the Vosgrs. 1 addltion to

the Bita Nreerve méntlon! the
Letter nl qatractions wtated that s keserve
of not Ipe o obe and e Armored

Cotnbat Cnmm.nd wan[d be held .moblle in
Barrebobie prefiared 'té more sn ulx hours'
aotice oo the anthority of the Army, Qronp
| .Commander only; Revedth [mny war to be
prepared lo recelve the Zod. Firpch Armored
Div. then 1o contadt below Nirashodr, upan
roliel from present’ misifen: by First ¥rench
Army. e 3
A Combat Command' of ithe '14th Armorrd
Dirlsfon waa mored Weat to Phalsboorg. tn
e VT Corpe sector, Tark Fores Merren, come
of nrw|y .mn-d Jotaotry eloments of
the T01h U, Ulr., was directed 45 re
Teve Taak nm Huerrts along the Rhine. and
to preparw & MLN on the Maxibot Line la
tone. Task Force Harrls was directed to,
semble 4s V1 Corps Reserre. XV, Cofpy;
withdrew 1o Feaetrange. 3
Miches Rectar Watched

30, Decembxr, as the 2nd Freneh Afmant
e XV

0n
nmt Div, began ita morement Into
orpa sector, (e followlngridlh
rmn 181xth Army (ron
s posdlble 1bat

receired

P
howlit ntfack ngaliint

o ﬂpuk Weal of iliche iy, ‘yon to
s krobnd trom youor ‘mnln position. ‘Toll
meet #ueN & phaaldiliy, 1 I8 neceranry that
your, West Flank!bé protécted. by n reservé
»tm po-thrm WALh thie-In mind, Fetonnates
orgnniution 6f'a rrevrre batile oo

nnlon vm be Institoted without deléy alon
Bl nanhd 5 1ho. konreral Um‘” NN Eant nr“
Kardrom Unlgo

om
ffbc':mplay'd ALTRDY g
ua«or time' 1o warpt i Nntﬂulla‘n ot
(roope: b0 employ e

Brepared for moremen
mlm.ln fiafaon: Ity Thir

fom B0

Tariag m—vlnd o qualifed ‘[\ormi 0t
ast: nrmv‘lrww. m- Command-
ber

na rn; Armiored
' Divi from’ XX1' Cotpa’ and - plsced: them” ln
Artly, Reeerve., Tha lwo diviplons apd XY
ed I directtre ;\ravlﬂu[ th
ek 8 5 :‘I}IDQ' woﬂl: : r«:onnv)l“
4nd oprunived along theiRleh ground
o the, xeners) NpefNl]: Kxit! h t KAndroft-

runt of an enetyy driva’ which penetraled
to Hanhateln brfare duyllxnt, 1 ron-
floued daring the gy, and an aerial obweryer
réportcd no catlinatad efeny. nogiment wovlig
Houlthweal  tewnrit  Jtannsteln - dnelhg  the
alteranon. Arinored Infantty was aent Lo the
lnerenthal arep to refaforea’the V1 Corbe Wit
fank, “wod the 14th Arnroted [y, wan glven
l‘;ln taleslon of hlocking "thy ;-.m- .x Nier
derbronn, Newwl|
Wt g urel.‘mk-m?n\.‘u(“!i.. T mm
iwere tanbed to the thrvatened Annk,
et from the tapdt Wountaine to, the
e Rivee the enemy presscd agalnat the
XA Corps lne, The 10dth Cayaley troup re-
tpulaed fre. counteeatthrka and the 4ith taf.
Div fofiicted blogdy losses ', In: thwarting
ruemy'y atlemnls to cros the Biles Rlver.
The admirable defenre put ap by, the #ith
#hd 100(h Ug 8. Inf. DIvw, loficted extieaely
leavy castaltles on Lhc 17N 8BS “Fanzet
Grenadler Dy, 36th and 19(h, Volkautens-
tler Divs —forclog the enéiny to chauke hlv
plane. [U.wan reportedi Uy sofne ot the, 44t
Inf. Div.. defenders “that" enemy troops
tacked standing up, tloglng and -hou\lnl w
A Intoxlented, :
During bt daj
Seventh. Army, lr;d‘
Bixth' Army: ()ruhp 18’ commit the 38tk taf.
iy, nr m 1200 o
aney. 1E Wit be fesembered that (hegeranits
h-d L'rrn urm-f)cd fu€ Whael" Meserve. As

‘\ma Armorm DYr. woolyi eatkbliad o' Feco
unhuniv sscredn’ wenl of the'Bavr Rivee and
aouth of Theidagibol Linei nnc Lhal ibe Botr
Lait, 117; wopld pove oae RCT. at once (o the. !
SWaldhamUach iarea for” Allachmedt fo the
*HOOWR Int. Div,  kbd the general misafon ol
iprotectiog the Xy C flxht Bank, The ™M

resch Armofed’ DIV, wan'to be preparyd:ito
"nm lhe 1Uth Anmum: uln and carry ooty

“ hcn Lh ;o lhe New Tear Qno«t

ar ﬁl
3 \aerenlh Army trodpa had mmwu

Ual fiowitlons sxalnat sadiny attacky whnu\
werlouy doss of ground, Latedn the duy it was

Weclded that the Army'CP quld be Sefth
. fénpp to Luberille at o 1 éguipthent
and"afority of , pérsaninel ﬂlp!ﬂtd ote

mfyaledt (o the new CP_ weat ot ibs Yonges
0,2, January, We Army Commander re-
“celred & pernonal able fromh {be, Command-
Jox-Ueneral,” Blxth Army Uroup, expressing
the opcern of “higher headquarters leat dic
I¥iijons o tSs lareoau arca be saversiy
. hundled or cul off Jn the event of sd
gn&my penetration eouth loward Barrebodre
of norh' from the Colmar pocket.. ba; sutne

Ay, 1t wes made plain that Bevesth Army.
UL aceept thiy losn'of Btrasboury and-ter,

aw,

rltory emal of tha.Yosges.rather than In
Ty lmpals l ability to:

(O ponatly
one Armorra tnd um Ant, pY: “’r, Div!
8haef Reserve, i .
Teconatitnle we saniy pu-l.hk
Beventh Army's own local Ne-
Iessrve’ and vrrmnmi ‘Abmy
Uroup Rewerve west of the Vosxen,

ith) .n

lc). Premerye the * lotegilty’ of Beventh
‘Army‘ uslite In Aduncv of the main
pou!

l?lloho Pomcradle
Je o Ake much, proyre
weat ot nn vVoln
i xmv(ed [T

Iml ldu) for

l\anﬂl!dﬂdlrn Unlnrl—Lar'ol"n. h)- ]Int

ot were .nyn:ln

ure gpew, it wae directed {hatthy 0

3

5

e




4 'lis ‘movemént 1o” Luxembongh, 'XV
Corw jdentified 17th BS Panser Orynadler and -
U '84Tth Tnf. Diva. 1n fta. widened soctor.
‘Al Third Army units had betn reieased
by 28 December and the Séventh Army sccu-

e
o TRh and 450 x-{. prn In n- u»-
nhd lha Nlh Armered In rederve,
TP’ left flank, holding s Dvlun ol lbol-\l
10 miles in the Lower Vouges-Hardt area

€24 It Div, mpecuwly, whooé supporting
troope had pot et arrived in the Army arva,
— Chaags Te Detomsire
Tha chanke from’sTensive to defenstre ac-
Bom At

Ared was
Force Hudelson This task force had |.
been coustitated by VI Corpe
ber and consisted of CC “R* 14 Armored
Dtv, (lm one tank battaflon) ; Cdmpany "B,
5 TD Bn; Company "r, 34 Chetabenl
xm.u Bn; ud the LTt Carairy Ren. f
Bquadr rpa, commanded by Ma.
W, H mhﬂp, Aad the 1000, HiN
an Iaf; Divs. In e libe, the 106th Cavs
Al mént on lhe left flank. The 12th
Arma Div. wus at Fe The 36t
Int; mv. was in oserre Bouthweet of
RIK.

The greater part of the R:m» faik; mna
18g. {or -bqnc 40, mlted, wan -.‘mpondblllty of
Task Force Harris and Taik Force Linden
eader Army control | Thése task foreds ware
composed of Infantry: e{mmu of the 034 and

he Lower Vosges, orhnd & rataral corriger.

e Fal And nnmdhﬁmmu
ﬂ\‘lht be uv«t.d te Mﬂ(‘l the effeciireness
of ‘our alr wappert. As it tarned out, ihere
wers osly thrve daye of ood fyiag. weather

bitween 1 January and B January, o)

{1 =

Enew Copablll
‘Taking al) Uhese thlage Jato coamdderation,
154 0-1 eutimate lated the following capablil:.

Hes: (|) To altack Bouth o0 Bltche: Bar.
loes with 5-3-diviatons, (nitlal ebjee-
Hre selrdng. Baverne an

The objectiry T
the Rhite v-lm, captory ot \s«(my the bull 1
*of the Bereuth Army, and ladiryctly to rtlare

presevrs of the Third U. 8.° An-y against
‘Gerinan forces a the. It was ex-

hlllhml of . bridgehend in

ol £, These
éparations would, If gnccesstul, l.nl BUII-
bourg, cutting e mmn'nkﬂlonl of all

‘fa the XV Corps sectdr, The

15 wirew oouta’ oE_ror-
ard o pocllibhl. xv Corpa ales mared’ tw
regimedts from | orve Hirld Jato: bot
sltion to bolater i xbod. wnd Hthi T80 Dive.
As further, lnunrancs againat a Banr Valley
penetratlon, Vi Corpe directed {he 14th, Al’
;mored Diy, thes ‘15 Corps Heeefre, fo'

404
prepared to.move to ‘the viclalty ol rmn |

bourg on: Corpe Order o» a counteristisck-
fog forcs In event’of an enem
15 Regt

‘ot “Tawk TForce Herren began movement 'to
| Niederbronn for altachmaent fe (he tﬂ{h Inr

" OhNew Yeai's Kye, she Army L‘vmmudax
went ta XV Corps CP at Yenetrangy, Thers"
be Inférmed both XV .end VI Cor

expected daring the, early hoar
Year's Day. Insofar sd was possible, Berenlh
Army had made |tsdit ready,
AM Begine

Bafors the nrw Jear ‘was morw than a few
mingtes: old, the Germinua In fact laonched
thelr offwnalre agninat Baventh Army slong
{he  general ' llae Nynahefen-Bannatelo:
B

aaits 1n llow apd complete
of Beven y forces t ot the Hardt
onatainn (11 W1t Farvcen carrently 1a_con-

Bince the most logical and -wnomk:l em.
. ployment of forces then In contact and known
to TesrTe, Would be (n llmited pisig
Hre m.-du. l.aml

.
o Lba tndications of enciny bulldupe In u..
Bastbrockes aree, fa [he Rast Rhine Val
tosvther Witk (he German Armys doc
termination. to hold thé Colmar bridgehead,

attacked with
M diviatons, Idéntined from East to West as
&4 Volkegrenadler, 34lat Volksgreundier,
830th Volkegrenadler, 1Tth B3 Panter Orena-
dier,"38th./and 14 Yolkagrenadler Dire. The
code Riine’ an,
memoration of [itler
‘Way 1407 Bpearheading the at-
tack wis the 1N anier, Grenadler Div,
“Oceta vom ‘Berlithlngen,” up. ta strength |
nd pawly Atted. Ths divixlon's miselon. wan
to break uuvun to Rnhrbpcb on, the west-
ern slopes of the Har 4 thoa secure an
epralng through whk‘i the Tiat, Panzet Div,
¢ould debouch Inte ‘the''Baar Valley, 2int
Panzer Div. wiia betlared’ to be lurking. at
Zwelbrocken,
“Troops of Tdak rem Hudalson took thd.

of Nﬂ'“

wore. reported shifllog over towsrd Bilehe.

Abparsitly“the lotentlobinas te ogen op the

moupialn” payses “and “poyaldly /gecare o

#pringboatd for armor. !n tb- Rothback area

Vi Corpa op 2 Januar, y teacted meL The
v.

rce Hudelson, which re-

trol 4lh Armored DIv, In the
vichity” oL Bonanlm Troops {n the apex
o( V¢ YARce \ofo Qermany, around -
3 fant mbour[ . withdrew onder ordary s -

e

nzceul(; for withdrawa) from Straus

And the Alsatlan Plala presented dip-

lumnua ¥, weu as'military, prodlems, \umarv
ot “ofclals had begn- mored ‘into . (hls arer

L 3 residents’ of

peo
Army'e intentiony ln time to.get oot On'the
othet Bund, to brondchat the Army's intens
“tlotiato Al 'pd avodey was obrionaly, un-
thinkable from’ a ' tactical.polat of yiew.
Drly, Qen John 8. .Winn had been desigs
anted U, ‘s. m!
Btriabont

fea Lo Insure continulty of ponq
aad-actlen .o long a8 the area remalaed in .
Beventh Artny's combat’ some. The. Freoch *
Militery Qorerior at Strasbonrg was Genern!
de Brigade Bchwarts, These dticery worked®
together in a bighly eMelent mannec, '

o French attitade towmi (ha g)unod
withdrawal from -Btrasl ap

{ ontlmwd on Ncpl Pogc)




Corpe Qrder, .

Tth Army in German Offensioe
(Continned from Preceding Page)
sat wheo a cowrier (oo General Behwarts's
headquarters delivered a Jetter to the Beventh

Luserille

streased the reprisaly
which would be made on patriotic Alsstiass

the plan, Shortly uurunav & letter was re-
cetved from General Winn, parsing on Geoera
mw.ru- argent ph hat Beventh Army
exdeatsr s bold !ln'bvlr( 4nd ae mbch o
Posalbly of Alsatian

Yortunately, just aw m. ratter was eoming
ts a bead, word came by telephone froms
Mgher hesdquarters about noon on 3 Jeau:
a7 al Birasbourg woald be held. The
Bevenlh - Army . Commander thereupon ment
the following letter ta General Bchwarte:

My dear Geperal:

"I recelred yoor letter which was delly-

ered to my Hq. by your alde on the nlght
- ot 2.3 Junuary.

: “L understand fully your concern over

the eyacuation ef your beloved Birasboury,

which way po doarly boaght at tbe price ot
. Frencl and American blood. + # ¢ 1 am ware

708 will be' relleved to 'learn that I hare
recelred’ prrmisilon from Mgher headquar:
tara to trasbenrg with anl the

comini
(-) AL M. PATCH,

. Lbetit. Ges, U, 8 Anny. Cvmmqndlnx

After (he déctdon 5 bold Btrasdour,

Scventh Army recelved approval of a,plan to

y fortifled, and
Uses to the rear were on ln’rnln of indiffer-
«at defensive value.

'With Btrusbourg nnd the Alsce Plala at
‘levue, the Cermane during 3 Jangary and
“pveril days (hersafter continued (o beat
delr heads agalnst XV Corpe—where wnccess
woald yleld the tichest prize. Mesnwhile they

sirong’ pressare against ¢ eastarn
'shourder of the Bltchs salieat, from Pnuup-,
rath, and altempted to
deepén U\dr p‘nﬁnllon by Indlitration,

ATth 88 Panser Qreaadler Div., desplie

diviston was \clead +
of :Drulingen after compltion of [ta reitet
by Firat »ou Btraaboury.

Corps scted: forcibly. to re-
®ore: nﬂxuul w#llnn: ot the 44th Int,
,The 3d'Bal, Tint Inf, Regt., m
attermpts. to nlkn 2d
frislon eléments Lo Gres me-xnn.—. "

: v:(. blosdy Fiafirie but £bs Corpd aggressive

K} -n.u was whittling' the. epemy down' to
#ize. 36th Inf Div. wiag told to be pRpmd
Io attack cast agalnst the Bltebe'slleat o

sketchy Iulum-l|on frwu Illitf hudth
ters o (he movement o Allked anlie More-
over he apparvatly. had no fdes of (he resl
#cope ot the German senaire. Tle was sloap-
Iy ives day-te: -b;«mn, or n u it
This leck of information doe te
tack of affort. Rabbed nr ll- n'hl eres by
Amed alr atperiority,” (b, sent
T numerous short-range ageats whose ma-
rhlnuonl were  effeciively frustrated by
Srventh Army coanter-latelligynce’ agvocien.
No lése (han 44 esplonaxs and nb-sun
agrate were -rrv-lm du(lu the peried 1 Dee
cemberaas

utu I-luh- Ralles

The BDitche satlent lnm--l-ﬂ)

5 ne
troublesome, Dy { Januiry eiémsents 8¢ four,

German  divislone—6 B3 Mosatals  Dlr,
“NORD." wnd Z57th, 3815t ‘and 636th. Velke.
grenadier Dive—were, Xoowh 'ta. be fa 'the
arca, with 7lst Pavser and 3th Papsar,

Grenadler Diva, not fxr away. Fofward ek
ments of the fresh 8BS Mountala’ Diy,,
fofitrated foto Wingen,. thus cotting ' the

uxwiller Pras rosd. @Thls was the deépest
prretration of the campalgn, -

VI Corpa, which had -unanwn to Magl:
8ot positions 1a the Windsteln-Drevenbach,
Koulenbelm wector, was enxiked ‘i bitte
Sxbting from Barrelzabura . to Dnmb-c:.,

t

5

elr-rrd the rond |n 'Lichlenbérg, Enemy lous-
oy were heéavy. Presutire around Bijche eon-
trined, bat the Men«lﬂnﬁun of PV’ from
2ist. Panier Div, around.ldgolabelm ‘on @
January had ‘already ‘polated io a-abift. of
srmored welght eudl to. the ‘Wissembourg

ap.
nr-. Nank
0n ¢ Junn, tns Getani begaa 16 probe
seriomaly Toto Beventh  Army's  valnernble,
ltghtly beld Rbine River Aank which extended
for. some 26 miles above and below. Biras-
bourg, An estimiated baitallon of enemy
crossed .to the geners| krea (Jnnb-hvlm-ot
{endorf, and further amall mmcnu 0

“he_ Voigte toward Rot¥tiach did ‘nat mm
succesd, heshlfted 2ot P'anper Diy, 20
turther. exst Lo Wiksembourg-Gap. Any hreak
In. Ihis arctor wanld shiloabtedly attract the
Zth. Tanser Greandter ‘Div, To meet
threat, Comhat Commaad “A” of the
Atmorsd Div, was attached to T9h Inf. Div,
20d o 8 Janopcy begnn motiox to'an ansem-
by arva north of Itagnenan,
APy Beecrres Suvs, Fast

WIth ‘1hs Aehwerpunkt of the. Gierman afe
fenslve apparcally.. moving Berenth

Armay on 6 Japuary detached the 12th Acm.
ored Div. from X Y. Carps and altached 1t Ln
VI Corps. Qencral Wtoake, commanding VI
Corpa, received authorl(y 16 more ana nnemal
combat command DIng s fank deptroyer bats
tallon’ enst of the! Voskva, but'ihe remalnder
ot the dilsfon wew 6ot to be mored excrpl
on Army . anthorlty, OC =" of the 12(n
Armored Dlv, begaq tavement throbeh  the
| passes to Iloehldiden

Feellng thatimore srmsr was,nended Lo dleal
with his situstfon, (leneral. Trooke at 1130\
on T Janoary tekephobed Beventh Army Head.
qgrrtees (o aathorlly to'move:the remalnder
of the Armared: HIr o' dloeheiten
. Geberal Trooks wan told' to' ko ahrail, Nett
day “B began a werles of opsritiohs
Akalast the Gambebelm cancer:

It was Bol only fom (he tioft wid fank
(at VI Corpie was thrratetiod : hug,

. The Glerman 191N Army i bad

bocn bulldine ap lte foresa (n ahe' ¢ u.a.,
Pocket ‘for a drlve north on Btratpu
wan reported (hat n"mma Hlmmln‘.hm
taken personat commapilof (rmihn (arces b
the Cotmar Pocket, ani. that Rtrasbuurg h
been promised fo Hitler by 30 Jannary. as &
»ort of kift In commemoration of the, \2th
Annlversaty of hia rive to power, On 1 Jann.
ary, Fleat French Army's 117 Corpy. recrived
» stronr attsck In the Neankirch-Wittern
heim area, and withdrew fo Rowsfeld. . The

coordinated with that from (he (thmilfiahel
Tocket In. (be notth, The enémy appeared (o'

be brlntlnr ‘mbre Armarinto play.
‘A

to crons durlny the'day. This waw-the begln-
nlug of & tropblesome lnﬂllnuon whlch the
Oermans mbnqnenl]y explolted to full ex-
tent and which, consldering the heavy prea.
vare oa the Army (rnn!, Beventh Army- was'

not I:q » posltion to wipe o

tely, the Rhine Aank was lhor(nnd..
2 far a¥ Vi. Corps wan, cvnmud. When
JFlrst French. Army’s north bschdary was
.:ul:d north ‘wiong the.river as e ap Oamb-
ahe

7 action, the Jrench .
seaime control of the isectér
ot Jupnary at 19184,

\Althoukh pressure was buildlog ap Ia the
North, Vi Corps Toth. Int. Diy, began oper-
ations’ to destroy the
bridgehead. Unita In.the Maginot'Line ‘were
relleved. by Task Fores Linden, The 3nd
Int. Itegt. (Task Force Linden) eleared Kil.
stett and reached the woody north of, Gamb-
-hclm, On ¢ January' Robcwiller, Drasenheln,
Blatimaften wery cléa
Ktions made 0 progTess
-nlnv( .u nln[ reslitance. Tanks and selt-|
nropelled guns bad Been ferpiéd .mn. ;

1€ the: Rhine sitoution had bes enl
probjem mnn--(ln( VI Corps, | mnn waula
have bren simple. ‘But encmy ar
20re was developlng sleadliy on u'.mh th

ton
Whu lrnnlp)Nd during ‘{he'" pertod. 825
“Jatiuary cah besd be told chfonotogically, The
bitter Aghiing. which sared Stradbourk” doex
not AL Into ln. neat plctace; To. émphaplichtha
Q-mmhum actlon Nt the expeabe of 1that at
Hatten wohld ba distortion: Nor shoptd it be
forgolten thint eneny threatn from the Hiiche
sallent and on.the VI Corpa:front cnnumm[
16 ba very ‘real"loak atter the Rhine fank
selatmed Brat priorlty,.
"As_expected, the Germina drermvl(lnnuly

hndv Wl lppflvlm lo"the Hafre ”
p-muy wénun; undercom _m
Paoef Tn e atlack called ~Operation

-of the 2Uat Taner. DIY. 1€ was apparent that
the eaemy ‘wis ‘attempliog a. qulek’ break::
through to" Ilagueonn; ‘vital communlchtion
center,” perbiaps, with the Intentlon of effect-
fng a Judction ‘there wilh enémy - troopa
cronsfog tBe Thine and with forcea émerging
“from tbe Hardt Mountaln saliept.

+; Throngh Januiry., when the: VI 'Corpe
execaled a planned - withdrawal, the fght-
Ipg o the ilatten-Ritternboffen’ .m con.
tinued to be extromely Aerce. Hoth Tiat Pan:
| 1¢¢ and 25tk Panxer Qrenadier. DIve, aeflered
eavy lowses |n sinor dnd: {afantey, * The

emy rlaforeed K1Y troops 1o the hot

Attack from the wouth. was obriously. helng .

‘Mg’ ‘the V1 Corpm m.lupz Jportion
ln the v|tlnlly 8¢ Aschbach oo anoare.|
Oy st palle?, Bih mnw (mn.aln mv,

Ytnch(ln(er" afler the Commanding Geperal .
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U/HEN

You've Licked  The Enemy,

" Como Live Among Friends

. —UPIN—
ASHEVILLE
Nnn"‘" (“/\un INA

14ik nnd h JOIN FORCES
1" unlmlu'// Imm 1 ront, Pige)

Vurther gsh, it sas, - Hhrdughi J.\mm\ 20,
wlith the V1 (Ul;n cvedtiséd a nlanned
withdigwal, the, hph(mp in.the THtten-
Rutteishalten 'tm unmnurd to.be extremely
fierve.! 0
Much of Hnu:n Was it flames the night: A
+ lroop’ cmcvul the village Unbclievable was ihe

amoupi, uf amllm being fired Inio and around*

the pl:uc The )lcn\h of burning houses and
batny wai sttong; | s Gerthans' walking
toward vs under (hcu own artillery bldsts, -
Many dtopped..Cow<and: horscﬂ went betserk
from 1hat hell:

Que drders swerg to Hold atall'costs.” The
word was that the' Germans held threesquarters
of [agtep-and we had onie- qum:r, Shortly
after VE Day an ex-Ciermar {oldier who had

i ‘foughtagainst s in Hatten told me;: “Fighting

the Afnericans was bad enaugh, but v\l\cn your

fight the Kussians your cyes pop oyt,!"

In al letter | réecived.in March 1976, Leland
Hickmph Jr, of Westficld, N.J., had:
en, "l sas a privale, first platoon, Com.
pany.C, 125th Armiored Engincers, It was day
after. day of gold days and colder nights, After

M.

Tt 1 got hit'outside: Rittershoflfen on January 14,

1945 1 was afraid 1 would freeze before § had a
change fo show my ‘million dollar' wound to
the medics.

. "“We had no overcaals. Qur overcoats were
taken 10 the rear and we wete-left with only
Jackels because some military idiot, whose
leadership should never be forgotien or
forgiven, decided that we should not wear ‘our ;
overcoats-because. the kmms were v\c:"h‘l!
theirs."

No one: uhn survived Hnl(m will eyer fnrg:t
the bombardment that followed a short perfod
of alinost absolule silence, 15 ihe war over?
somebody asked during that lult, The answer
come at 7:20 a,m, The poundmg. unbelievable

invintensite. Incted filt © a

oy

Saden el
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wiirca ATYGON TS AR AITOFAGT Younk
divislon commander caplured near RimMag
*n § January: sald that be had received ouly

Div. front from the directlon’ of ¥ lawem-
henrg, The German was Intent on keeplax
the inltlative and, when his pusk' throwgh

(v arvs ou 13 January with eiements of 10e
20th Parachote Regt,, a recent arrival from
{Coutlnwd on Next l‘uw)

"o woods, with Nelmets sitting

The Journal's mentioning that *' The First &
French »\rm) s.3d, Algerian-inf. Diy. attacked
in the vicinily of Gambshéim® reminded.me i
uf, 1o me, the funniest sight of the wat: long. " !
tobed foreign troops single-fili

z
3
=
g
3

“and ;xm and pans dangling Trom theit belts,

o0 Was it thesg $ame, uu(&ps tfiay gatied the

. repitatign ‘of béing so.quict they couly slip,

unhcml inlo a_foxholg at night? Then Tecl the. .

bosis af the muxmmmud hayonet those ¥

b, [Gatwcar were without Tces? .

e Cenemy Jaoses in Ailléd and wounded on g
Senth Aty s front during the period 1.2

January wiis about 1$,000,” aceording 1o the .

Army Nady Journal, This figure, il adds, 2 !
Mincludes énly infantcy combat effectives. The
' enenty lost 4,782 PV during (he same P
petiod. AT tank Towes ofaled 171, i

| wander how nany Americans were killed o
and wounded on nm hunl“'dnhn; ihe period

128 Jm\unq (1945).
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7th Army in German Oﬁen:hu

. (Continwed from Praceding Page)

¥ Holiand. The 10th 83 Pansier Dy, “Fronds.
bere” was rellably reported i the Kalue
Jaatern s Mcaawhlle, conglderabie re.
shabiag of enemy was oo li

; Hardt Forest area. o

XX Corps em Left

3 The Commanding General, 8ixth Army
3 Group, visited Beveuth Army Headquarters
on the moralng. of 8 January to confer on
futore operations, Orixinally, It had been Inr
. tended  that the pewly arrived XXI Corps
would be assigned the three new Infantry
Divislons and would take over the Rhine sec
tor. 1n vlew of more receat developments,
1t wan declded that XXI Corps wou\d take

orer a sector on the left of XV Corp
Seventh Army. on . Janbary Tesied a d1s
rective providing that Beventh Army wonld
regroup with XX1 Corpa on the left fank, The
following combat troops wers asslgned to

Y

nf, Dl'., 106th Cav. Gp,

otpe Div,; #4th Int, Div,;

lOO(h ln{. Dir,; TF Barrls (leu 11Int, Begt.);
2d, Freoch Amored Dir, (DB,)

Y1 Corpe: 45th -Inf, Dir.; T Inf, Dlv..

o

ﬂ«ﬂ‘#

2

14th Armored mv.. 12tk Armored Div.;
. Herren: TP Lin,
.k The new corn- bec-m operationa! - at
"B 12004, 13 Jenmary,

The XV Corps sector wis rather gnlet dur-
ing 8 Jancary, with the 3&th and 100th Yat.
Dtv-. making sticcesstal limited obective at-
and securing the high: ground tn'the
vwnuy of Slcualberi- Bpltaberg—ochrat,
Ta the ¥1 Corpe, 1 ¢ Tt Tat. Div. contiaued
te repales enemy tank and infantry attacks

134 Armored Dly, counteratiscked the Gamb-
sheim pocket sputh from Rohrwiller, but was
held up by blown hrlam ud made ttle

. progress. ‘As Teserres In t of az e

. méred Diy, (Mo one combat command) and
e 12th Armcred Div. (lee OC *B"),

! Coxfirmiayg verbal tustructiens lesved pre-
Ylously, Slxth Army Oroup on. § Junws
\lM opdary directlay Baventh Army to con-
Hne the and to organiss & reeerre
mu. po-m.n a the gesers) line Landrod
T—&arrewnlon—Ingwiller, A switeh'

Mﬁ V11 also {o be orgunized along the
;mr-: llne (o€ the Modsr River betwees Ing-

on Maginot positions {n Lht viclnlty of Asch-

; Damy
braakthroagh, %1 orpe et the Tith Ar. o 07

) .mmw the Bere

3‘
v Ccrpl‘ mn Yot Biv. cominsed 'ts b,

Leavily 4 fn lhr Tatten wrea with ele
ments of 21st Panser, 2N Fanter Grena-
Bier, and ih Darachate Dive, 324 one bat.
tallon ot 4Ttk vmumuam Dir, CC "A"
and "CC "N” of the 14th Armored Dilv, at-
tacked 1n Ih- 11siten ares to restore Magtnot
porltlons.  Delow  Blrashoars Peomch garri-
rons ‘of Rossfeld and llerbshelm withdrew
nndrv ‘presyare to fstienhelm, German. armor
opped a cotnterattack en Kraft,

‘i the:V1'Corpe pector, OC “A™ of the 1418
Armordd D, wuiped. control of the road r»»
tween, “Illrrlhoﬂrh wnd Matten, and CC*

) (hree cotm

panies |Blo the wen ™o
haftallgn of the TO(AInf, Div, had been
ated. "The 431h Inf.’ DIY. copilaued to Nitnek
aERlRBt B0 reaiptance,
‘DAMéntéy ‘mt Gambahetm

Desplte all "efforta to rednce fhe frondble
some  Gambshelm- bridgehend.. the Qermans
soceveded oot anly In matdtaloing It dat in
reffiforclin dt. When 1t had becoms apparent
hat the Hatten. Rittershoffén effort wan stale.
mated, the enemy. traneferrsd his attention
to the Qambsheim bridgvhiend,:Accordlngly,
101h B8 Panser Div, “Propdsberx™ was fer.
ried across the Rhine inits the bridgchend, On
19 Junuary, elements of 22d &N Panier Gren-
adler Regiment were ‘{4¢ntited, st sonth.
eant of Tohrwiller, and 'the followlng day
elrments of the 214t 83 Paprer Grendier Neg.
iment appeared at Rohrwiller, Moreover, el
ments of the TIh mmhp(g Div.. which were
originally. destines be comm|tted at Tiat-
“ten,  were N-muhd h-{ actors |hm RMn'
and ‘then ferried 1nté ‘the ‘bridgel
purpose of thiy dﬂn wndonbdled!y w-u lo

capture Btrasbou!

Tn ‘order .to v!p- ot the Oambebelm pock-
€, V1 Corps directed the 13th Armored Div
tg aitack en Corps: or hrouah elements
of the T0h [nf, Dlv, and.destroy enemy’ forces
west: of the Rbine’ Rirver In the Obbendorf-’
flerrlishetm-Drusenhelm  area.  The aftack
wan (o be gived maximom’ -uvwrt by Cotps
artillery. D-Day wae 18 Ja
15 Junaary, ik ¢ !n{ Di, wa
ng lato lioe on ihe rpe front an
bitter Sxbiing comtihosd in m Tatten ares
preparatio 0 “made’ for. the 12h' A
mored Dir's attack. 8{xth Army Greop had
Berenth Army Commander to
e, the 381h hl Dy, and 13th Armored Div,

A p) ra -- the 131k Armared

Re wary oaly

2
Presedrs, .

“enemy.
K wILh nuon.um;q ch\nxh p
b, lm snd

cmnnur{m mnmom m. enur- bridge:
sector.

?
l‘
'
P

Zors River. Th
'Jnhd Xn!. Diy.

m,
g T the ietntty st
Tlous-to:house’ fxbling con:

Osmbsbelm,
tinged o the Ritterihoflan-Yalten ‘area,
whére Uhe ‘TA ‘Iaf. Div.aod, 14th Armored
Div. were In contact. with clowu!- of threw
enemy amuou

By 17 7, the Gambiket pocket had
been nnhd up wkh German ‘forces to the

nllitl acroys [he Zorn Rivet, bt on 18 Junu-
£y wui forced to withdraw from. Ierrl
vhehn .rm beavy and bloody Aghtlnk, Sew
Next 'dnf 8 butlalion, of (69

w. ‘was’ sgrrounded ‘at Druken.
Vrhes wert, 1 the Tilehe sallent,

nn isen mf Dy, was attacklag to régain

‘DIV ¥t Carpl

pand destroyed A numbep of enemy. arinored’
on

Gorth, The 12th Armoted .Div. contlived i 44"

g ul L'»M. Thc (.crmnn rﬂorl la cr
~

izn Armared l)lv. e )

fopleal :m

g‘u cover n bt o mm, Beventh Army
receired within, the perlod 18.23 January
three ‘divisions which had been de¥ply’ Inv
Yolved 16 \ba Ardennies Oghiing — the 10th
Armored Div.; the 101at Alrborne Div, and
the 33th Inf., Div. A foarth diviaton, the mth
Inf, Dv, began ‘arrtilag.at St Die.on 18
January. atd wae placed under operational
ecnlrol of Fifst Pienth: Army, The 1018 af.
Div, follawed,

Late 18 the evening of T4 J-nn-m Beventh
Army Informed Gencrnl 1[alalip, communding
XV Corps, that he-muoet be frepared on
short noticu to take over the, XIXT Corpa® 18
mlke trontage 1h additlon. to bii'avn. It had
been Jearned ftom Bivth Army Gromp that
XXt Corps would finmedlatrly' take over s
dector of the First ‘Freach Army and woxii
be placed ln. Command ot the 2Ath, 34 and
318 U, B, Iof. Dlve and 1340 UL 8 Armored

iy, Beventh A 5 be responsibe, of
coaree, for adminiu o ARYsopply of
these troo)

At 11004 lhrrellow\n[ ﬁny, ton(rn\ n{ the

XX1 Corps  wector’ paped, orpe,
"lreopl occtipylng, the -rﬂnn |ncln||ﬂ| the
106th Cavaley (ifoup, Task™ Force Iferren

and the xou. Atmored Dy, Jevn CC "B"
oy Krpul»ﬂl on Meder

The mn Ant. Div. bewsn artiving n XV
Corps’ sector on 23 Jannary #nd Immediately
Wit Into the line, Tt wae a qulet duy, The
three Corps rested and reited reeerve troops
and malntalned contact Ly .vigarous patrol
retlon,  Thero  was evldeoer of an toemy
bulldap In the Hakurnan sector. Ah attack
aiainst the TXh Iof. Div, .outfianked the
cutpost llag of reslstance Wit #ntrtrd O
willer, The 14tk Armored DIY, wxs directed
by YI Corps to relleve wilhont delny el
ments of the 32th Armored Diy, whlrb were |
nialntadodax a reconnalyeance " wcere

; el r»
tLe 32 U. 8, Int. D! proxrensing \n i
nluvl rosth of ﬂne'mrr -ml Uberated many.

*Tent day §1Corps nustaloed”five attack

vehleles, The epemy, had, qnlr\ll)’ tollowed
the withdrawa). In"ihe
Faik Force. Linden's rm!
heavily attacked. Thi'e
ser River 1g the vltlnlly "ot Neatioura after
aw rtlitery vanu(lw Regtinentnl vm‘m
10" be- committrd: -
'rn- Germade 0623 Jynonry rantlnned mn
efforis to. ge nep the Moder: Rrer'fn’
ength, Th‘dﬁrlnh 1k, recelveit x afrong
! aewlller Beblilersdar® arra
hut ‘waw.snccedntul h: rm-:.nn.mnu el
+In-tha acntor, . the, Fremy ape-
éceded In EADIETInG Rehweighadsens angd” by
Rettlax trosps. into ois the Ohlupcrn, To takn
eate of thls sitastlos, V1 Corps released the |
2134 Inf, Regt, aod CC “B~ of Hhe 10th Ar.!
niored DIY. 1hl«h—w|(benl tarther commite *
ment §f itrservea—restored all positlons, Thn
1018t "Alrbotne Div. began. morrment. 1o V1
Corps secter, -
On tha followlng day, 26 January, the 10634 ‘l
nf, Div, hed -hnlbll-lmdtnrmy {roops which
4 gotten into Yehtictvdne®, and a connters
attack by the mé’r»i"ﬂ v, clrared op il
enamy penetrations south of the >lmln nlver.
OC "B of -the" 1Uth. Armored DIv, wae ro-
Jie¥ed  trom the 19th - laf, DIv, and re]n\ned
Ita parent Galt In.the ¥icinity of Wittenhelm

¢ TPth L
Inl.

River

“hert

~reafted,

mm attack Hadfatied 16" matertallm,
d that thelr own artillery catpat,
in r:ornp rison {o that which baramed their
every movement, seomed: lke fese than one
per cent,

A PW capticed on 8 Junaary near Cump
de Titche Vdentifed himeelt as belng from
the 410th - Volka artilery, He natd m. battery
had refelved no permlralon to. fire dte gune
Iecansa (h-n were only @ rnund- ot amma-
nitlon-per gun on hand. However, PSTs from
crack missnlt anlts such s 1Tth 83 Panrer
trenadier Dly, stated that ammunition was
plentiful,

Aly, Ffteciive Deaplte Wrather

Neellean to Ay, Beventh Army's ale sap-
was of tremendons value ln irépelling
(he German -oftenslye deaplte, poor weather,
NIT Tacteal Alr Command, uailer Brig. Gen-
eral Gordon' Py Savllle, few 11T sortles dure
ing the week prior {o 1 Janusry. . Fiehler:
hombers haTdascd enemy. froop ‘movements
behlnd the lina. and Tae/R' plants, brought
Back vital Intelligence, .

Snow and (ox obacnted |m- battleneld das- ]
Ing most of Januaty, Hut' X1 Tac was alije !
to deal narage blpws atenemy strongholds
stieh an Witterahgini; Erching and Ritche: The
Intter wuftered four. attacka' an-'d Junoary.
Herrllahelm wan, aitacked four. tiniea on 19
Jnnunry, when 157 misslans were fown lo
close sapport, All efforts were made to liting
close support to front-lne troops.

Yinemy Alr 8tepped Up '

The Germaf Alr Forchj atter'two monthe' .. o
Hormancy, showed pigns of coming to |ite ox,
{7 PDecember—and from' that day of schicely. .
A day of wultalile Nylng weather pasaed with. .,
wot Teport of hostlle alr actirity, On 1 ’Jpn~ :
unry W Aght'of 14 mixed types made nn abo i ah
tive attack ‘on, installations along the Rhlm
I ¥4 Corpa sedtor, Duting the pmau 11
Derember-23 Javdaty, ‘the enemy ‘flew 1# i
ilestons rvluh(lnx ot m alteratt -n\urt =

tar
They

rrny re.p y
l'ru‘lltn!ly Ill rvrmy l‘r lc(lrlly wn- ln

the Area roughly honnded! by’ 8traboues:
Ruverne.ititche Ladterberg. o

One Bormb was,
dtapped At Sarrebours on thenlght of.23 De-
‘pémter. A dlsconcerting trick “wan the jem:
loyment. of enemy operatsd -PdTa orer for:
#ard ateas. Approximately .53enemy I'-4T
snrifes occurend during (he perlod, . . L
The Jet:tiropelled ME-262 frat made {ts Kp
peatatioe In strenith: on' 10, Jannary. Theme
»wilt and tlosire plafes were ured for atraf-
‘Ing.’ low:Yerrl homhlog And reconnaiseancs
Datlng the next twa weeks 68 MFE-262s wrre
of which three were destroyed, I .,
was the Neat tinie tiene planes hed been used ¢
1n any extent onny froRt=—snd atier 9%
JaRary they apparedtly”ywers shitted n»
bere. -

1
i

[
Two Changes.of’ Sudmx

A 'declxlon lnmlvlnﬁ B0, .
clnritsing the m«nl -unn-r

change of mtatlon ordéra, was rendered s
thin wétk In favar of Tomdr. Robtrt
O'Hagan, (8C),.UBN, by the U, BA urt
of Clalms. |
Commander O'fTagan sued (or‘ trace! .
portatlorn of hia swite and son from Miaml, ,
FIn., to New York, thence to Great Lakes,
L, the: Ndvy havin, pald teanaportation
tefm Mlami direct, fo Great. Lakes. ¥
The offcer contehded that, whep:le ar- - !
rived. ot New Xork—to which placathe’ *




TS

3

XV Cots left flank an

The epesiiy driva to lake: Blrasbourg was
mwmx Ua Inteselty, On 10 January, Firet’

the 12th Armo i g
apylng tworibicds ot Henlhh!(m. P Fros |
request tothe 24 French Armored Dir, 1n XV

a2 exsentha) to kocp dome Armor bedind the
Bair River line
In view of the eaemy bulldiy and thrast

towards Btreabourg from the:Golmar Pocket,
Beventh Army op 11 !nnnry ‘went a G-3 rep-
resntative to I French Corpe in order to
ret first-hand ln{omluén, The {lalson oM.
cet ent back an urgedt cabla to the effect

R gxrrison at Obyn.
helm had been'forced oy Cpitalate and AERe:’
L‘;x wis hury around " Housteld and Herd-'

ein,

The epemy 14 the Gambehelm hrlan\ma
remajned compargtirely quiet on 11 January,
altbough heavy artiilery was riceived on the
bridge south of Rohrwiller and Druseribeim,
Small nlm weére mude In the 434 Int, Dby,

or. but heavy fghting coptinued In the
Rl‘(lﬂhoﬂen‘ﬂnﬂln ates. Tafantry and tanks
were t close contact. CC'#B™ of the 12th Ar-
moted Dir, had withdrawn to defenslre po-
itlona ponthenst of BlseAwiller after heayy
Sghting Yo Herrllibéim,

On the rouowlnx dny. ¥1_Corps” posilien
waa hlsterid by the manders:de
clslon 15 withdruw lhe

ln pll‘c‘t of relatively Inexperienced |ntantry
lementyithen, 15 {he lne, x.nwnne, e

1o the Mobet River llne

| tdra ofer to. the Prench 1

£ONLACT WA 1pe [s0laled 3G 1in; of the 137t
nf, . and otber elements cat off br,

¢oemy ta8itration. - Not mbich profress. wad
made,

1

Withdrawal o Meder Rive .

Upon_ uptiorly from Seventh Army.. VI

Corpa on 20 Janusry ‘dlscamined el Pubaid
| and commenced ' Withdrawal 15, ih ral
nu Rothbach - Xiedér . Modern 1 lhrhru:;‘

mile Cnrm fromt'to 3% miles. A Jupey
Uon ona’ (1) Mlometer northeast of, Al(her‘
was: designated: as lmiting polat betiven ¥,
and XV Corpe, Two battallon, the 3¢ Ba.
of 1ha 167(h 1oL, Reft.
m;h ln' Rc((_, rema o
‘efforts,

the withdrawal
completed ae

plinned exeept for & few minor ‘elomen

peory n were 16t hn-thin alr, 1nd (roops
nro dlnwud more fayorably, at
bouri’s defense, The 38¢h ‘Inf, Dlv
t

Poaltions. east 16t the
Vonges 100 Aad compleend rellef of tha 13t
Armoréd Div. o Dhe Ruhrwuknw‘eyvnhln

line.
Plaas Yer. Colmar. Offrmalve
While yleldlng gronnd témporailly In lho
Hagseans aren, Bixth Army Qronp was phn-
niag to.take the offensive’ -Lmv
Januiry the Oreup lasded: a I
UYons -rlk.l previded tnr Nnﬂnnlllui q(

A Atmy ‘while

the u‘vihloqq‘m‘é Cotraar i

ar,
that Berenth Army . woum lmmaumy
Ar:

mared Div, and ooy, ndd!uoul v. & erohd !

Abparestiy been dlscouraged.
The month, b Jahnry had-seen Berenth
Army éngaged with more enemy armer than
_ab any, other ime slnce D-Day fa Bouthern, |
Prance. The major, efart {o-the attack which 'f1
begin 1 Janusry had been provided by two
Panter and two’ Tagper "Grenadier Niys,,'
with the tola) strenxth of kpproximately 200’
fanke and self.propelled guns, and. A max-
 imum _atrength at ny onetife of 170-180.
The enemy bad employrd his tanks, o com.
parwtively large gréups of 13 102010 his
sll-ont. efforts to break throuxh - the 'Alrace
pouitign. "It ta eatimated thiat his total taok
[oxpcs ‘o’ (be Baveath Army. front were nmu
T,

ARUery Was Effoctive ...
Nor bad the German Infantry come oft mn- |
scatbed, According to 0-2 estimaten tinned on
I'W Interrogution, eoemy losses in Killed and
woupded on Beventh Apmy's front durlag: the
perlod 1.25 January wes ahont 18,000, This
Agure lacludes only fafantry combat effec:
Uves. The enemy lost 4572 PW» dutlng the
- aacie perl
Uudoub(rdll. pigst of ‘the German caroal-
tes were eaused by artillery. Forward ob.
wervers, both alr and gronnd, bad many field
daye. Darlng the period 1.10 Janvaty, Ber-
euth" Army's §0-0dd artlilery battalions fired
#-dally aversipe of 43 rorinds per 106-mm how.
ftxer, and IT tounds per 153:mm howltser,
Coqnun troops attached for sapply, Beventh
eXpended 190,000 ronndu of 106-mm and
000 mund. of 133-mm -mmwn\llun daring
nn e days of Junuaty,
1Oérm; tllery Increased " appreciably
tﬂmn m ccnulre. partlenlarly “at vl
polin, bt ot eomparable (o (he. Amet
Wi ln |atem(y, Beveral PATS from. 10th
Vompnuam Div,, captored  nesr Mab:
kirehen o 1 Jpnuary, remared. wilh some
‘bitterness that the artillery. wupport momued

nag been translerreq WwWith a oelay en
route—he found new orders awailing,
transfereing him to Great Lakés, with
- afiother delny en rotte, The second orders
ad’ not exurenly modi¢y or revoke the
eqrifer ordera And wereaddressed toNew'!
York, eréating the obvions impression, Lb:
tha eyes of the court, thiat they: wers lo~
tended as & further-chango'of station, to-
umuch As they conld-not: laginully be ex-

to' be: received by" Commundcx
Olln;mn vatll be Bxd vxncnled the M
oriers, ¢

Thé. court nlw nllmmd dlatm ot OoL
Milton, A: Hlt, UBA; for damage to goods
-on & tranafer of statior, the clalm hay-
Sing beett allowed by the War Department
but® rc)ec(cd by thé Comptroller Geperal
ofi'the ground that the goods wcrc In m
hxe“nol tranisit;

A" thiird! dectsfon - beld Ta: Ccmdr. Roy
W,.Drler, USN, entitled to Increased al-
lownnces for a dependent mother,

N AL et
" Afmmunitioh. Production

Undet Beeretary of War I'atteraon an-
nouficed 3 Aprli:that the ‘favorable prox
rens of . the battle tind dered It po
tonger ricceasary {o contln:
of cortaln artiliery and mortar ammuni-
tlon, plants-#lifeh could not b completed
and reich':
the Iate montiis of 1945,

*lequlrements; will, be” mit " MEPats:
Jteraon - sald,. “by tull, ouitpot from ‘the
planta now in-production and rrom the
new, ! p{nnln that Niave. enrly. ‘nomnlellob
UAteR"

pacity; or pmducllon anthl’




