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April 9, 1997

Mr. Luke Martin

K Co. 409" '

103" _{nf-WwIl

DearfLuke‘.'

Prior to going overseas in October, 1944 | was with K Co I 'was then
transferred to batallion intelligence - and spent most of my tlme with Joe
Bell of K Co. as a scout. : :

The enclosed store fells about an expenenoe that happened when 1 -was
temporarily assigned to L. Co. | thought you mlght be lnterested
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German Military Cemetery., Hiédéﬁbrcnn. France

Soliers buried Four{Marker‘{Zgin'frOnt;-z behind) .
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45th anniversary of liberation

Return to memories

AREA — Lloyd C. Newsom of
Montclair recently attended gz
very unusual reunion, during
which he received a heartwarm.
ing surprise. This summer,
40,000 peogle lined the st-eets of
Plaifenhoffen, a small town in
France, to welcome the 175
American soldiers who were in-
vited back to celebrate the 45th
anniversary of the liberation of
France,

Newsom, who lived in Essex
Fells and North Caldwell for
many years, recounts in detail
the events of years ago that led
up to his surprise at the reunion
this year,

“During World War 11, on or
about Thanksgiving Day, 1944, 1
was participating in an attack on
the Alsatian village of Diefen-
bach. My company, L eompany
409th infantry, 103 division, was
pinned down by heavy German
fire until dusk, when 1 was
ordeced to take a patrol into
town to see if the Germans had
withdrawn,” he recalled,

“After checking about seven
houses, we were fired on while
crossing an opening into the next
house. Part of the patrol re-
treated back to L company,
which by then had begun to enter
the town, Heavy.fire broke out,
preventing me and my partner,
Lloyd J. Brown of Newark from
returning to our unit. We ducked

NOW — This summer, Newsom,
whose family sheltered him duri
village of Diefenbach,

info a basement waiting for a
chance to get back. An Alsatian
family of about ten people was in
the basement. We stayed there
for several hours, talking to the
Alsatians and sharing our

K-rations with their two small

children, aged about 10 and 12,
When the shooting stopped,
(Please turn to Page 10)

center, posed with two *children’
15 @ 1944 German altack on their



THEN — Lloyd C. Newsom, right, with friend ‘Lloyd Brown of

Newark, as they appeared in uniform in May, 1845,

France

[Cantinued from Page Ona)

Brown and 1 decided to go
'uPstnirs and try to get some
sleep. The little girl offered us
her bed, because we had shared
our chocolate with her.

“Early the next morning we .
were awakened by her father ex-
citedly telling us that the Ger-
man soldiers were all around. I
looked out to see about seven
German soldiers ... trying to
locate Americans.

“After ascertaining that our
company had gotten into town,
we decided to open fire on the:
enemy soldiers, killing two and’ -

: e ;
Alsace. While celebratiff a «
magnificent week in Pfaf-
fenhofen and surrounding towns,
a friend and 1 went back to
Diefenbach to see if we could
find the house and the family
with whom I had spent those two
days in 1044, Biad
“After some difficulty, bet
cause of changes in the town, I

. located an older Alsatian man

who knew the story of my ‘visit’

. to the house, Meanwhile, he sent

his son to bring the boy and girl
whose basement I had shared.
The little girl, now about 57
years of age, came running up to.
me|and threw her arms around
me. She said, “You are Lloyd
-Newsom.” 1 was stupefied. 1

wounding two. L company sent'a;{isked her how she knew my
squad to help us. In the mean-?-% lame. She said she had

time, two German medics, bear- -
ing a large red cross, came up
the streetto our house and asked
permission to pick up the dead
and wounded, to which I agreed.
We talked with one of them and
discussed the fact that both his
family and mine had relatives in
Bremen, Germany, and how sad
it was that we were killing each
other. After about two days, we
cleared the town and went on
with the war.

“This summer, my division
was invited by an Alsatian .
organization known as ‘Friends *

of the Liberation' to return to *

France to celebrate the 45th

‘remembered me for all of these
"geirs and had wondered what
ad happened to me since leav-
ing their home. I asked her if she
had written my name down. She
said ‘No, I just remembered.’
““Then her younger brother ap-
peared, ‘carrying a German
helmet bearing a bullet hole. He
said, 'This belonged to the Ger-
man you killed in front of our
house.’ He gave me the helmet
which I now hold. He also told
me that I fired eight shots. Eight
.is the number of rounds in an

‘Inscribed in the helmet is the
name ‘Neumann.'" Two - days

anniversarv of our liberating

| p— —

later, while visiting the

-1 Girand rifle that I carried. .

cemetery of German soldiers
killed in that area in Nieder-
_bronn, we found what I belieye
to be the grave of that soldier,
“I would like to visit his family
and tell them how sad it is for
me to have killed their son,
despite the fact that it was so
necessary at that time to stop
the insane ravaging of the world
that Hitler was perpetrating.”
Newsom received a battlefield
commision on March 16, 1945, in
Pfaffenhoffen, the town that
.organized the celebration 45
¢ years after liberation,
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SOLDIER BOYS—T!

here are clear similarities between Buck Newsome,
battlefield commission as a second lieutenant in World War I, and his son

role as Hank Metcalf, a soldier returning home after the war, in ABC-TV's new s

Here’s Looking At You,

left, in 1943, before he received his
s actor David Newsome, right, in his
how “Homefront.”

Dad

Actor Mirrors Father’s Wartime Spirit On TV

BY LUCINDA SMITH

When Montclair resident Lloyd Newsome watches
the ABC-TV premiere of “Homefront™ later this
month, he'll see more than the network's new drama
about soldiers returning home from Warld War II.

Newsome, 68, will see some of himself in the char-
acter played by his son, David.

In “Homefront,” actor David Newsome, 28, plays
Hank Metcalf, a young man changed by the war, bur
fager o reclaim the life he had before it

Set in a small City in 1945, “Homefront” is a one-
hour dramatic series with an ensemble castof 14. It pre
miers with a 90-minute show on Sept. 24 at 9:30, then
airs Tuesday nights at 10 beginning Oct. 1,

"For my character.” 5ays the young Newsome. “the
lory 15 about a guy losing his innocence. When Hank

comes home from the war, the world that he knew is
gone. He's a towal optimist. He really cares about other
people.”

He could be describing his dad,

Known as Buck, the soft-spoken Lioyd Newsome is
4 no-nonsense investment banker who does volunteer
work with offenders at the Essex County Jail Annex in
North Caldwell.

Married twice, he's the father of eight. He and his
first wife had five children; David was the youngest
Divorced in 1976, Newsome remarried a year later and
adopted the three children of his second wife.

Now single again, he remains close w all eight of his
grown children, readily admiu ing they're “the greatest

{continued on page All)




(continued irom page 1)
- source of picasure in my kfe.”
As with the TV character Hank

-7 World War II—Buck Newsome's
: years a§ a soldier left :hcir mark on
his* psyche.
g was a heil of an existence,” he.
Son' David savs: “What my dad
- has helped me understand about the
“war experience is that it was living
. 2very single day with both fear and

,ooredom—he fear that vou could

iie any minute, and the oon:dom of
iting and waiting for things o
hapoen.
% think a <md of bullheaded
- ,Lrustmuon got under the. skin-
- because of-that. It’s something T.try:
“i0 ‘bring co bear wnhm my
characer.™ E
- - Another imit he sess in his dad
- _and his*Charactér is “a resistence o'
_change and compromise. i you surs

sense that~ certain chmgs were cme

- vou. :
“There are pieces of mvdaa i my
" character,” he: admits.®

Lioyd Newsome was 19 whe:
sntered the military. Rejected by the_
Marines because of a feotball injury,
pe joined the -Army jn the Enlisted .

- Reserves. Léss-than‘a year latér, he -
was called to acdve duty. v
* A member of the 409th. Infantry, .

-7 most memorably- the  Alsace-
maine region of France, where he
ated in the liberation of the

Metcalf—and the roughly 16 mil- -
lion reai-Americans who served in .

" ived the war, you came back with 4 jnterest during wartime-——and that of -

his sold:er-ouddxes~was WOmer. - -

{03rd Division, he Sérved in Europe, .

- THURSDAY,

ScP’TE\ABEQ 12, 1991

village of Diefeabach {rom L,::fmm
Jorces: -
In 1943, he received a cattlerxeld

- commission,

Says actor .\Iewso,mv: My

father’s route through Europesis bas- -

ically the-same as my characier’s.
Both wereinfaniry guys. Hank came .
outof the warasécond lisutenanc. so
did iy dad. Hink was overseas a-

“few days tefore ithe Allied landing

in) Normandy: my -Jdad was there

two weeks before Mormandy.”
There are other similariges.

- In “Homefront.”

back after the warand finds his giri-

friend’s heart belongs .to; :mor_her

guy, his brother.-

“When Buck Newsome retumed to -

his' Nutley home after -the war, :
found: his girlfriend dzmnfr :mo[her
guy, his cousin. 2 o
“Hank learned a lot about séx
Buek Neswsome recalls*his iain

“We were always talking™ abou[
women, looking for women,” he

-says. “There was a lot of time with
-not’ much 1w do.”
-~ - But there'were also times of criti-

al ac:ion’,
“When War Is Real
In an untmml mcxdent eiched-in

hIS mEmory, Newsomedesmbes the .-

“time he-entered Diéfenbach in 1044
\ scout. he had ordefs to patrol
_the town 10 $ee if the Germans, who
had ‘taken it over, had withdrawn.
They had-not. :
‘Ieavy fie

. L{L auc‘\'ed ino a )

- the next moming, two lecat<hildren
zame to the house and toid him many~-
German soldiers were now smikin!
the own.

. someboay J
“Hank - comes

. In "Hcmerront actor Newsome :
says
“when he was. a soldier.”

broke out and \Icw- 5
*some was unable to retiirn to his unit -

. Here’s Looking At You, DCLC7

1.15(31’1'!(5 $188

om 2. second-flcor window,
¥SOme saw 1wWo soidiers at the
0:1[8 “of the house where.

-chiidren “were hidden. Their wea-
German soidiers
nouse.

-;:{os;cst T ever was w©
was~ shogting - aL” he
says. “I could see their faces. T could
see they were as'voung as’ Iwa

as scared as 1was. It real

Newsome killed cne of “hg JGI—’

‘diers -and .wounded me. v
- ¥eanwhile, omcw members “of

Newsome’s unit. L Company,.seat--

iered through the own and engaged
in-pattle. After 48 hours of fighting
the ‘Genmans withdrew. . - E
“‘Two years dago,:Newsome
Tefurned. to_Diefenbach at the invita-
‘ton- of- the Alsatian organization,
Ftiends of the Liberation. Cne of the

“children who had helpéd him during
thar incident—a boy, now.close (o

60 vears old—presented” aim with

the helmet of the .soidier he had.-
msme rea d-
- “Neumann” 7 - s

killed. The name -

“I'tried to t' nd the fam;lv of :fie
soldier,  toexpress my sadness,”

“Newsome says. “But it.was impossi-

ble..I'did visita cemetery-of German

soldiers in the area, and found what I

believe was . the grave of what

‘boldmr e

Buck \Iewcomc h"s accepied the

part of himseif that was a kifler. “It's.

efther you.or them.” It's-sad -that
someone has 16 die, butT'was always
giad it wasn’t me.” '

David Newsome sess
Diefenbach ;(Denclce as
affirming for him,
amazing How it came full-
Lhe DC(}D]B in the- to;yn, eme

tered

22 and the

- somebody for a damn zeed reason. i
- 7oun begin to-shake the faith tha:”

“'“Homefront.” He says he’d like &

_visit from dad, he isn’t aporoachin

his father's®
brery

cirele and |

LLOYD NEWS OTTVIE

ni Metcalf, “did :’orr'e <nun
the-var, he savs. “Heace oLs-' ;
vou don’t believe that vou killec

aoids up everything else vou believe
about yourself.
“Hank never- quesuons m.> way c
life. He. exists comnle'ety in the
moment-to-moment of living.” -
Buck Newsome says that’s preti‘
much - the  way’ it was for mos:

-soldiers,. . .

- The older Ne,wsome may visit his’
son in California. for the G&but fo

watch thé ABC program with David.
*_Although David says he’d love z-

the TV premiere with hercic enthi
siasm. “T'll probably be hidinginde:
oy des& .hat mwm_ be-says




