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   103D MONUMENT HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

 
 
 
In 1998 a small group of the 103d Infantry Division Association members 
conceived the idea of placing a historical monument at the TxDOT Travel 
Information Center on US-I-35 just north of Gainesville, TX. More than 
50,000 Infantry troops trained there at Camp Howze during WW II prior 
to their combat duty in Europe. The camp was located just across the fence 
from the TxDOT Travel Information Center and the Water Tower of the 
old camp is still visible from the front steps of the Center. This is located on 
the north  edge of Gainesville TX and on the west side of US I-35. 
 
To preserve this vital part of our history for future generations a 501(C-3) 
non profit tax exempt Corporation was formed and named the TEXAS 
WW II HISTORICAL MONUMENT FUND. The original plans were to 
honor all men of the 84th, 86th and 103d divisions with a 3-man statue. A 
PFC, SGT and LT with the respective weapons were included in the 
original design with the provision that if sufficient funds were not raised a 
one man bronze statue would be used. The 84th and 86th Associations 
declined participation. Since that time the plans have been concentrated on 
preserving the history of only the 103d. 
 
The project plans cover a one-man impressive bronze action figure  
1-1/2 times life size (approx 9 ft tall). 
 

The Figure is named A CALL TO DUTY 
Sculptor Edd Hayes 

 
Dedication scheduled for 11 November 2006 during the 103d INF DIV 
ASSN of WW II annual reunion at the Marriott Addison Quorum Hotel 
located on the north outskirts of Dallas TX.  
 
We are grateful to all those who have made donations that has made this 
noble historical project a reality. 



PROGRAM 
11 November 2006 - Gainesville Texas - 3 P.M. 

TxDOT Travel Information Center 
 

Welcoming Music:  Fort Sill OK Brass Quintet, 77th Army Band 
 
Master of Ceremony: Tom Carson, KGAF Radio, Gainesville, TX 
 
Fly over:  Commemorative Air Force, Kinney, Best & Martin 
 
Invocation: Rev. Cecil D. James, Gainesville, TX 
 
National Anthem:  Fort Sill OK Brass Quintet, 77th Army Band 
 
Posting of Colors: Texas A & M Corps of Cadets 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: George Grounds, VFW Post 1922, Gainesville, TX 
 
Introductions: Tom Carson 

Gainesville Supporters  
Board Mbrs: 103d INF DIV ASSN of WW II  
Board Mbrs: TEXAS WW II HISTORICAL MONUMENT FUND  

 
Speaker Introductions: Lejeune Wilson & B. Melton Wright 
 TX State Land Commissioner: Hon. Jerry Patterson 

TX US Representative: Hon. Michael Burgess
 TxDOT Commissioner: Hon. Ric Williamson 
 TX State Historical Commissioner:  Hon. John Nau 
 TX State Veterans Commission: Charlie Buerschinger 
 
Congratulatory Letters: Tom Carson 
 
Unveiling of Statue: Edd Hayes, Sculptor & Marsha Powers 
 
Rifle Firing Salute: VFW Post 1922 
Bagpiper: Amazing Grace, Lary Fowler, Grandview, TX 
Taps 
 
Benediction: Hon. Judge Tom Stagg,  Shreveport, LA 
 
Army Song: Fort Sill OK Brass Quintet, 77th Army Band 
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MONUMENT LOCATION 
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SPECIAL CREDITS 

 
Till Phillips, Former US SBA Executive 
Jerry Patterson, TX State Land Commissioner 
Ric Willamson, TxDOT State Commissioner 
Robb Jones, TX State Land Commission 
Mike Land, City Manager, Gainesville, TX 
Ben Hatcher, President First State Bank, Gainesville, TX 
Glen Loch, Mayor Gainesville, TX 
John Nau, , Commissioner, TX State Historical Commission 
William McWhorter, TX State Historical Commission 
James Nier, Executive Director TX State Veterans Commission 
Charles Buerschinger, Deputy, Director TX State Veterans Commission 
Cheryl Cash, TxDOT Travel Information Center Supervisor 
Wayne Bell, TxDOT Engineer Gainesville, TX 
Ron Sellman, Project Mgr, City of Gainesville, TX 
VFW POST 1922, Gainesville, TX 
James H. Frederick Jr.,  Nacogdoches, TX 
Clint Nobles, Marble Falls,  TX 
Arthur M. Flynn, Architect, Houston, TX 
Harold M. Branton, President, 103d INF DIV ASSN of WW II 
Cranston R. Rogers,  409  Co  G 
  

MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS 
 
Powers, Robert N. “Bob”, 411  AT, Deceased, Founding Member 
Wilson, Lejeune “Rabbit”, 328  Eng  Co  C   
Wright, B. Melton “Mel”, 411  Co  G 
Pacha, Harold F., BG Ret. 411  Co  G 
Chandler, Clarissa Haffner, Daughter of Gen Haffner 
Haffner, III Charles C., Son of Gen Haffner 
Hughes, Robert Bruce, 409  Hq  Co   
Cunningham, Jerry P., Friend 
Branton, Parey & Georgia, Brother of ASSN President 
Enzor, James A., 409  Co  B 
Candiotty, Max, 409  Co  C 
Swanson-Woolf, Karen Anne, AD  384  FA  Bty  C   
Clements, Jr. William P., Former Texas Governor 
Potter, Mary Anne Howard, Spouse 411  Hq  Co 
Cain Foundation, Austin Texas 
Ross Perot Foundation, Plano Texas 
First State Bank, Gainesville, Texas 
Boone Pickens, Dallas, Texas 
American Bank of Texas, Gainesville, Texas 
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PEDESTAL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
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PEDESTAL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
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PEDESTAL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
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PEDESTAL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
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PEDESTAL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
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PANEL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
A - D 
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PANEL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
D - H 
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PANEL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
H - M 
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PANEL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
M - S 
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PANEL BRONZE INSCRIPTION 
S - Z 
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 103D INFANTRY DIVISION OF WW II 
MONUMENT  

Gainesville, Texas 
Dedication 11 November 2006 

 

       
 

“A CALL TO DUTY” 
Sculptor Edd Hayes 

 


