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103rd DIVISION OF W.W.11
ALBUM OF REMEMBERANCE

As a result of the notice in the Spring 1996 Newsletter from
Betty Ellsworth we received 8 rememberances for the Album.

Two copies were on display at Columbus and several persons

were most interested in reading them. However, of the 8

submitted the breakdown was somewhat skewed., The 411th submitted
four, 410th none, 409th one, 103rd Signal Co. one, Division
Surgeon, one, and from a surviving relacive one.

Since the Columbus reunion we have received a second 409th.

Did the 411th have more experiences? Several 410th veterans
told of unique experiences; particulary Co. M, alsol & R
members of 3rd. Bn., 409th and there were others all quite
different and most interesting and for posterity it would be
worth while to save them. Just write it.howewer you wish

send to:, Luke Martinm, 75 Salt;_a;;‘iggzj.Selbyville, Del
. M
C\\“\}_12975 or phine (302) 436-4928.

We will put it in the Album which will be at the 1997 Omaha
reunion. Alfet Omaha a copy will be sent to the U.S,. Army
Militar History Institute, Carlisle, Pa. for their permament

collection. Your grandchildren and their children should
" know.
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“We arrived in
the village of clap-
board houses with
no one in sight, but
with a nice view of
Czechoslovakia. |
parked the jeep in a
building. The Nazi
went inside the town
meeting hall.... Then |
heard protest shout. .
ing from inside the
hall. in combat gear, |
entered through the
rear. | am 6’ 2 plus...,
well above the wo.
men, children, and cid
men that may have L.
been standing. | saw ‘welcome’ in
the eyes of many. My passenger
was on the stage podium. About
six or eight elderly men were
advancing on him, shaking their
fists and saying they would not
give any food because they hadn’t
seen an American, and the
Russians would be there in a few
days and take everything. The
Nazi said, ‘You say you haven’t
seen an American. Turn around.’
They did and then went quietly
back to their seats.
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talk to the American commander,
The message was that 3 30-man
5§ detachment in the surrounding
mountains had called, demanding
to know how many
Panzerwaggens we had in town,
and that the $S would attack the
next morning. He went on to say
that his Oberleutnant did not give
the information to the S, Further,
his instructions were to tell us that
they knew that our men were
tired, so the Wehrmacht would
guard our tanks that night, and
that if the SS attacked in the
morning, the Wehrmachg would
help to fight them. He then salut-
ed again and departed,

“Sure enough, Wehrmacht sol-
diers ‘walked Post,” guarding our
armor all night. Of course, our
people maintained security as
;vell from covered Positions near-
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“When morning came, the §5
attack did not Materialize, .,

“On 5 May 1945, the follow-
ing message was received from
Headquarters, 7th g Army: ‘To

broadcast by the 7th Army
radio every 15 minutes unti]

2000; thereafter, every half hour:
All troops of German Army Group
G whicg_s opposes the 7th Us .. . .-
Atmy have been ordered by their
€ommander to surrender by 1200
tomorrow, 6 May, Forward units
of the 7th Army are directed 1o
femain in place and cease further




combat at once. By command of
Lieutenant General Patch.’

*Great was the rejoicing
among our graup of ‘dogfaces,’
though it was tempered with the
memory of our comrades who
were not there to enjoy it with
us,” Colonel Rice observes.

Lt. Col. Norman L. Stevens Jr.,
USAF (Ret.), of Roswell, N.M.,
enlisted in the Army Air Force

with his buddy in December 1942
rather than write their senior book
reports, By 1944, he was with the

8th Air Force in England.

“As the war was winding
down in Europe, Patton was

screaming eastward. He overran a

German prison camp that was ful

of French soldiers. Patton radioed

back to England to get these

French officers out of his hair, and
that came down to Colonel Stann,

my squadron commander, and
two other pilots, myself and | for-

get the other guy. Each plane took

skeleton crews and flew for Linz,

Austria...,” Colonel Stevens writes.

“We hadn’t been on the
ground 30 seconds before this
horde of French officers came in

at a trot toward the three B-17s....

i The take-off was a little long but
very successiul. We gained alti-
tude and headed west as quickly
as possible.

“] became verbally acquainted

with a Colenel Le Spirit. We
tatked in French and English off
and on, and he said that he had
been a prisoner for five years.
When we came to the Rhine, |
told Colonel Le Spirit *o tell the
rest of his officers that we were
now crossing the Rhine and we

were in France. All of the French-

men began to have tears in their
eves.

“| asked Colone! Le Spirit wha
he would like to see in France,
and he said, ‘What every French-
man would like to see, the Eiffel
Tower.’

“I said, ‘Colonel, you will see
the Eiffel Tower like you have
never seen the Eiffel Tower'....

“When ! got to Paris, | dropped
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down to about 500 feet and
approached the Eiffel Tower and
then did three complete 360-
degree turns around the Eiffel
Tower. There was not a dry-eyed
Frenchman in the bunch, and it
made the trip well worth it,”
Colonel Stevens exclaims.

3 May 1945
Sorrento, italy

Lt. Col. Raymond E. Cookston,
USAR (Ret.), of Cleveland, Ohio,
was a captain serving with the
Corps of Engineers in ltaly during
wwil.

In what may possibly have
been a war-time innovation, the
round-robin letter was a way to
get news home to one family
member who would then quickly
send copies of the letter to rela-
tives and friends. Mrs. Cookston
minces no words, 3 May 1945,
on behalf of her husband in her
communiqué as she reviews the
ground rules: “Dear People, Have
you all written Ray this week? The
basis of your getting copies of his
letters, 2 la this fast-getting-worn-
out typewriter, is entirely on the
assumption (mine) that you will
write him once a week in return
for ‘em!” She then lives up to her
part of the bargain by transcribing
two letters, one of which begins:
“I know you will turn green with
envy when | tell you about my
trip to Sorrento which is opposite
the Isle of Capri.”

In that letter of 26 April 1945,
Captain Cookston continues: “I ...
went to the beach and rented a
sailboat, a 15-footer, gaff-rigged,

and went out for a
sail by myself. | did
so well that in the
afternoon 1 went
back again.... Cost
_me eight dollars for
day..”
“With their Wwii
membrance, the
“Cookstons include a
poem written 27
‘June 1942 by “the
neighborhood kids”
as they sent their
neighbor into battle:
“So long now,
Captain Cookston, / As you march
off to war. / Us kids are going to
miss you / But we know what
you're fighting for. | X

“To help make this a bett
world. / Where right prevails, not
might, / Where kids can grow, be
really free, / For this, you go to
fight.

“We'll still run paths across
your lawn./ We'll still shake down
your cherries. / But as we do,
we'll think of you/ ‘Cause we
think you’re the ‘berries.”

21 April-15 May 1945
Mount Pacawagen, P.l.

Capt. Bernard L. Patterson, AUS
(Ret.), of Louisburg, N.C., was
serving as 2nd Battalion ammuni-
tions officer, 145th infantry Regi-
ment, 37th Division, guarding
Manila, P.l., when the 145th
Regimental Combat Team was
attached to the 6th Division on 15
April to help in an attack against
the Kobayashi Force holding the
mountains about 15 miles east of
Manila.

“At 0200 hours on 21 April,
the 1st and 3rd Battalions of the
145th attacked the Japanese posi-
tions on the west slope of Mount
Pacawagen, a horseshoe-shaped
mountain, attacking to the east.
After the west leg of the horse-
shoe was taken, the attack would
continue across the top and down
the east leg of the shoe,” Captain
Patterson writes.

“The Japanese had more artil-
lery and mortars here than any
place our regiment had been
before.... The artillery piece
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