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When the war started I was working in a meat packing company 

(Kingans, later called Hygrades).  When I heard about Pearl Harbor I 

thought, “It don’t sound good!”  I was twenty-six at that time.  I was 

married and had a family when I was drafted into the Service.  We had 

two children at that time.  We were married in 1939.  Harold was 4, not 

yet in grade school. He was born in 1940.  Pat was one year and one day 

old when I was inducted.  I took basic training in Florida at Camp 

Blanding. I had Special Training in Radio and Information during Basic 

Training in the States.   We left out of New York on the Queen Mary.  

The second day out the seas were ferocious, twice the screws came out of 

the water. Terrifying !   It was crowded.  I had to duck my head to get in 

the top bunk.  It was pretty tight.  We basically ate and slept.  There was 

not much to do; twice a day we would rotate the promenade deck to the 

hold making sure to move in sequence as not to disturb the even keel of 

the ship.  It was a fast boat and it only took 3-1/2 days to cross.  We went 
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over as a Unit but they broke off and we went to the Temps.  We landed 

in England and then took the train to London, then went over to South 

Hampton on our way to France.  This was 1945.  We went over to the 

South of France on our push to what turned out to be the Italian border.  

We unloaded there.   I was a machine gunner.  I carried the gun and some 

ammunition.  Two machine gunners from the Pacific and a Lieutenant 

from the African Campaign had given me instructions on the use of a 

machine gun back at Camp Blanding, some of the best instruction we 

would have.  My buddy, Zammet carried the ammo.  He got hit in the 

head during combat at the Siegfried Line.  We had run out of space and 

everything else.  We were going through the edge of Germany through a 

little town across the Rhine .  A German lady came out of her house and 

said, “You can go home now!”  We asked her what happened.  She said 

Franklin D. Roosevelt died and so you can go home now.  I said “no it 

was your guy we had to get out of commission and then we can go 

home”.   At least I got the message across.     My commanding Officer 

was Captain Hebert, A Company.  We busted the Siegfried Line.  That 

was the last portion of the Siegfried Line.   

We knew there wasn’t anything we could do except go ahead because 

we had not done what we came to do.  So we just kept right on going.  
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We were in the French-German area just across the Rhine.  We had 

Prisoners of War but they were not a problem. We liberated a lot of 

Death Camps.  That was hard.  We went through the Brenner Pass to 

Italy. We had to send a formation down to Italy to meet the 5
th
 Army 

coming up from Italy.  We were glad to be in on that part of it.  It was 

wonderful, nobody in the way and nobody going to bother you.  We were 

in Austria next, just below Italy, when we heard about VE day.   I wasn’t 

surprised to hear about possibly invading Japan because the Captain had 

given us the lowdown on it.  He said he had offered to volunteer us 

directly but they decided the Army was handling it, not him.  After that 

our Unit broke up.  I came back with the 5
th
 Division for the invasion of 

Japan but we didn’t get there either.  I was home when I heard about the 

bomb being dropped.  I would have gone to Japan if that had not 

happened.  I was assigned home for a lot of different reasons.  I had a 

family.  I was on a thirty day leave.  I needed a vacation and I got it.  I 

embarked from Le Havre to go home.  We came back on a German 

supply ship that the Army had taken it over and used it for transport.  

That was a beautiful ride. I made the quota of points for combat and 

having children.  I would have been “first out” except that I was 

scheduled to go to the Pacific until they got that changed.   I worked for 
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the meat packers as a shipper when I got out of the Service.  I was a 

shipper.  I had my job waiting for me.  I started working the next day 

after I was discharged. I had written letters back and forth with my wife 

and she kept them. I now have great-great grandchildren.  I retired from 

the meat packing job when Hygrade went out of business in 60’s, worked 

a short while at a couple of other places before going into New Tribes 

Missions in 1971.  Those are the people who have never had a chance to 

hear.  I was a builder with New Tribes for twenty years in Missouri.  I 

helped build and maintain the medical and language centers for the 

Mission.  The language school teaches languages and the medical school 

takes care of individuals’ health.  [Mr. Woolman has written a book 

about his WWII experiences.]  
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